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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for the first week back is Simplicity. Please 
reflect on this at home with your child.  
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Fourth Advent Candle is Love. Love is one of our Gospel values and we have been surrounded by love this week 
as we enjoyed sharing the magic of this special time of preparation. The love of Jesus shines through everyone in 
our Holy Cross family in the kindness and care that we show to each other and to people beyond our school.  
 
It has been a very long and busy term and I would like to sincerely thank our families for all of the support that 
you have given us. It has been wonderful to see the children grow and flourish in so many ways. On behalf of all of 
the governors and staff of Holy Cross Primary, I would like to wish all of you a very merry and peaceful Christmas 
and Happy New Year.  
 
I look forward to seeing everyone on the Monday 5th January 2025 for the Spring Term.  
 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Year  2 and 3 Carol Concerts 

We were treated to exceptional Carol Concerts this week from our Year 2 and Year 3 children. They put every 
ounce of enthusiasm into their performances, singing with absolute Joy! It was very impressive that they had 
memorised all of their lines and knew so many Carols…Wow!  I was incredibly proud of the children and delighted 
that they showed so much confidence and tried their very best. Sincere thanks to all of the Year 2 and Year 3 
staff for their hard work in preparing the children and helping them to make a lasting memory. 

Cold Weather 

Please make sure that your child is ready for cold weather when we return to school in the new year. Hats, scarves 
and gloves are important so that the children can stay extra warm when they are outside. Please label everything. 

Giving Tree 

Thank you so much to everyone who gave to the Giving Tree. We were able to donate wonderful gifts to Manor 
Hatch, Abbott Care Home, White Trees Children’s home and a women’s refuge. They were all so grateful for the 
gifts. 



The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

The birth of the Prince of Peace (Is 9:6) reveals to us the true meaning of 
the word #Peace, which is not only an absence of war, but a friendship 
among peoples founded on justice. All of us desire this peace for nations 
wounded by conflict. Yet, let us remember that concord and respect begin 
with our daily relationships. #Christmas 

  

  

Holy Cross and Harlow Partnership Church Christmas Mass Services 

The Nativity of the Lord 

 Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

Venue Solem Vigil Mass Solem Night Mass Solem Day Mass 
 

Holy Cross 
17:30 Children’s 

Mass 
22:00 Carols              
23:00 Mass 

 

11:00 

 

The Assumption of Our 17:00 22:00 10:00 

 
17:45 Children’s 

Mass 23:30 Polish 10:30 - 12:15 Polish 

  22:30 08:30 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Winter Essex ActivAte (HAF) programme, funded by the Department for Education, offers free holiday 
activity places for children eligible for Income-Related Free School Meals (FSM). Families will receive a             
voucher via email from Holiday Activities, which includes a booking link for up to 8 sessions during the winter 
holidays. 

A special winter treat for the family. 

#HAF2025 #EssexActivAte 

The family bundle will include 

4 tickets 

Pizza and a drink, 

A gift from Santa. 

At least one of the children must be of reception / year 1 age, and eligible for income related free school 
meals. 

Places are limited. Families can contact The Harlow Playhouse box office using their unique voucher code, to 
book their free tickets. 

Harlow Playhouse box office. 01279 431945 

 



Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, 
Squirrels achieving 95% attendance. The winners of this week’s KS2 
Attendance Award are Foxes attaining 98% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open 
at 8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require   supporting medical evidence, for the   
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics 
and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Your Child’s Attendance 

You can view your child’s individual attendance on the Arbor app and Arbor parent portal. The chart 
below shows you the approximate hours of education lost, so far this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterflies 93% 

Ladybirds 90% 

Dragonflies 92% 

Grasshoppers 92% 

Hedgehogs 90% 

Squirrels 95% 

Badgers 97% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 88% 

Rabbits 89% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 97% 

Eagles 92% 

Owls 92% 











 

Menu week 1       Diary Dates      
Tuesday 6th January 

Epiphany Mass 9:15 

 

Monday 5th January 

 

Wednesday 7th January 

 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   
William, Daniel, Malachi, Felicity, Vivienne, 

Zakary, Arthur, Yohanna-Nicole, Cristina & Jan 

Happy Birthday in the Christmas holiday to… 

Eddie, Adaora, Keaton, Resemiah, Salem, Holly, Adam, 
Nicholas, Emilia, Zuzanna, Lola, Olivia &  Elijah 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Patrick’s 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Thursday 8th January 

 

 

Friday 9th January 

Celebration assembly 2:15 pm 

All clubs and boosters are finished, with the exception of those listed above 


