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9th January 2026 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for the first week back is Gentleness Please 
reflect on this at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to warmly welcome everyone back to the new spring term and a very Happy New Year. I wish all of our 
pupils, staff, governors and families a very peaceful, calm and blessed 2026. I am pleased to share that the       
children whilst excited and pleased to see their friends, have settled back into school very well and are ready to 
begin their journey through this term and make excellent progress in their learning, personal growth and            
development. We started the year by celebrating the feast of The Epiphany, which was lead by our Year 6              
children. They presented us with a beautiful tableau, as you can see in the photo.  
 
Have a lovely weekend 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Sad Farewell 

It is always very difficult when a much loved and well-established member of staff leaves Holy Cross and sadly 
this is what is happening with Mrs Gallagher. I wrote to parents and families earlier in the week to share the news 
that Mrs Gallagher will be leaving our school at half term, to move to a position with the Young Carers team. She 
will be taking on a role as a key Worker and I know that she will continue to help many young people and families in 
this role. We are really pleased for her to have this opportunity and I know that you will join me in thanking her 
for all of her hard work and dedication to our school and wish her every success in the future. 

Cold Weather 

As we returned this week, the weather turned bitterly cold. It is very important that the children go outside to 
get some fresh air at least once per day so they need to be wrapped up as it is so cold. Please ensure that your 
child has a hat, scarf and gloves so that your child can stay extra warm when they are outside. Please label        
everything. 



Snow Days 

You may be aware (if you have been part of the school for a while) that if there is particularly heavy snow that 
we may need to close the school and this is referred to as a Snow Day. We may need to close the school as the 
majority (more than 70%) of our staff live a considerable distance from Harlow and may find driving in such 
conditions very difficult and unsafe. Safety is always a priority when there is lots of snow. If this happens 
overnight, we will message parents as soon as possible and also put this on our Facebook Page. Sometimes, it 
snows heavily during the day and on this rare occasion it may be necessary to close the school early, asking you 
to come and collect your child, so that everyone can get home safely. 

 

Footwear 

I appreciate that many children walk to school and need to wear boots to stop their feet getting wet and cold. 
Children may wear plain black boots for the duration of the school day but not: Uggs, Moonboots, Doc Martins, 
Converse style boots, wellies or any boots with a high heel or glitter during the school day. If these are the only 
boots that your child has and they need to walk to school in them, please send their school shoes in a carrier 
bag so that they can change into them when they are in school. Please label everything. 

 

Uniform 

As we start a new term a reminder to parents and children about uniform rules. Details of our uniform policy 
are available on our school website and we ask that parents support us with this please. 

Children should have the winter uniform which includes a shirt and tie. All children must wear their tie unless it 
has been agreed otherwise with the class teacher. All children must have long hair tied back for PE and pupils 
must have longer hair (below their shoulder) completely tied back for school (no stands hanging down). Hair    
accessories must be Holy Cross colours only ie: black, green, gold, white or cream. Children must not wear      
earrings but they can wear plastic spacers which must be removed for PE. Only regular watches are allowed ie: 
no smartwatches. Pupils must not wear any other jewellery to school, or makeup and nail varnish. Clear lip balm 
is  permitted but not lip gloss. 

Your child must have the Holy Cross PE top and jacket and black track style pants (these do not need to have 
the logo but must not be leggings, jogging bottoms or cycling shorts). 

 

Tights 

Our uniform policy is that school tights should be grey and this is our preference. However, I am aware that it 
can be very difficult  (and expensive) to get grey tights for  older girls. Therefore, if you are finding it            
difficult to source grey tights then girls may wear plain black tights to school. They must not have any patterns 
or be sparkly please.  

 

Pencil cases 

We are grateful to parents for supplying their child with a pencil case of resources. The children have come 
back after Christmas with emptier pencil cases and we would appreciate parents refilling them. Your child will 
bring their pencil case home today if you could please top them up over the weekend. 

 

Clubs 

This term all teachers (including me) will be doing after school Booster groups rather than after school clubs. 
All teacher led clubs from last term are now finished. You will have had notification if your child has been asked 
to attend a Booster Club and if you have any questions regarding this please chat to your child’ class teacher. 
Our other paid clubs and School Choir will continue to run as they did last term.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Gospel Value Awards  

  Peace 

  tranquillity, quiet, reflective, grateful 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. Not as the world gives do 
I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid” John 14:27  

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

  Dragonflies: Ethan    Grasshoppers: Jacob                                                           
  Hedgehogs:   J.J.      Squirrels:  Liam                                           
  Badgers:  Ollie   Foxes:  Alexandra      
  Hares:  Samantha  Rabbits:  Elliott      
  Kingfishers:  Autumn  Robins:  Nicole-Marie     
  Eagles:  Andriya  Owls:   Sid 





Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, 
Squirrels achieving 99% attendance. The winners of this week’s KS2 
Attendance Award are Kingfishers attaining 99% attendance. Well 
done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require   supporting medical evidence, for the   additional absence to be author-
ised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies 97% 

Ladybirds 93% 

Dragonflies 89% 

Grasshoppers 96% 

Hedgehogs 89% 

Squirrels 99% 

Badgers 97% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 89% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 99% 

Robins 98% 

Eagles 92% 

Owls 97% 

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Temidayo  Squirrels: Malique       

   Badgers:  Chloe   Foxes: Phoebe  

   Hares:  Lillian   Rabbits: Myles     

   Kingfishers:  Joel    Robins: Hayley                                                   

   Eagles:  Margaret  Owls:  Zofia 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 11 January, The Baptism of the Lord: Matthew 3:13-17  

"Do you come to me?"  

When Jesus comes to John to be baptised, John considers himself unworthy for the task: “I need to be 

baptised by you, and do you come to me?” But then we see God acting through John so that the baptism be-

comes a grace-filled moment as the Spirit descends and the voice of God is heard. 

 

At times, we too may be called to act but feel that we are not good enough or fit for mission. We need to 

have courage and trust that it is the right thing to do, remembering that we do not work alone and that God 

can transform our actions. 

 

CAFOD campaigns to tackle climate change, defend human rights, cancel unjust debts, build fairer food sys-

tems and for an end to conflict. Perhaps there is something we can join in with to make a difference and 

help build a better, fairer world. 

 

As the new year begins and the days lengthen, we should recall that through our own baptism we have been 

commissioned to bring the light of faith into the world. Can we be attentive to what God is asking us to do in 

2026 and respond in confidence empowered by the Holy Spirit gifted to us in baptism?  

Lord God, may we listen to your voice speaking to us today and, strengthened 

by your Holy Spirit, embolden us to put our faith into action. Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

It is beautiful to view the coming year  as an open journey to be 
discovered. Indeed, through grace we can venture forth on this 
journey with confidence—free and bearers of freedom, forgiven 
and bringers of forgiveness, trusting in the closeness and goodness 
of the Lord who accompanies us always.  











 

Golden Awards 

Dragonflies: Kai, for working hard on his writing.  

Grasshoppers: Abdul-Aleem, making so much progress in phonics! 

Hedgehogs:  Charles, for his excellent homework. 

Squirrels:  Stephanie, for making good choices about her independence. 

Badgers:  Cali, for being confident and determined in our carol performance. 

Foxes:  Elissa, for being a kind and caring member of Foxes class.  

Hares:  Amanda, for a fantastic effort during assessment week. 

Rabbits:  Antoni, for great achievement in maths during assessment week. 

Kingfishers:  Maisie, for her fantastic R.E. work linked to the O Antiphons—fantastic work! 

Robins:  Leonardo, for his excellent science work.  

Eagles:  Freya, for fabulous maths work, finding missing angles.  

Owls:   Luke, for being such an amazing stall holder, that a parent sent a lovely email about him.                                   

    

 

Menu week 2       Diary Dates      

Tuesday 13th January 

* Multisports club 

* Dance club 

Year 6 booster 

 

Monday 12th January 

Hares swimming 

* Drama club 

Girls football team 

Boys football team 

Year 1 booster 

Year 3 booster 

Year 6 booster 

Wednesday 14th January 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

 

Diana, Liana, Ama, Marcel,             
Hendrix, Sebastian, Zora & Liam 

 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St George’s 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Thursday 15th January 

Cafod club  

Year 2 booster 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

Friday 16th January 

Celebration assembly 2:15 pm 

* Musical Theatre club 

All clubs and boosters are finished, with the exception of those listed above 

* External club, fees apply 


