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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for the first week back is Justice.  Please   
reflect on this at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
This Sunday is PEACE Sunday and across the country we will all join together to 
pray for a true and lasting Peace in our world. There are so many conflicts and we 
pray for those caught up in the wars in Ukraine, in Palestine and in Syria. We pray 
for Peace in our local community that we may all live together, showing love and 
kindness to each other in a world that is increasingly self-focused. It is the little 
things and small selfless acts that can bring peace and calm to others. Our    
Catholic Social Teaching Principle this half term is Peace and the children are 
learning about how we can follow in the footsteps of Jesus and his example of 
how to be Peacemakers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a lovely weekend 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention 

Each month Pope Leo will have a new Prayer Intention and this January -you 
may wish to follow this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1CBCcEIkME 
We are praying along with our Holy Father: 

For prayer with the Word of God 
Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our                
communities, helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1CBCcEIkME


Glimmers-Jesus is the Light of the World 

We have chosen a new liturgical theme for our school that we will be following through 2026. The theme is 
Glimmers. We are thinking of how Jesus brings glimmers of light into our lives and how he encourages us to see 
glimmers of light in others, in our world and in ourselves. We will think of the joy of light in nature as the days 
change from dark to light and the light of warm sunshine wakes up the earth as we move through the spring. 
Each class will choose a different interpretation of this and will produce a beautiful display showing             
reflections of scripture. 

We are remembering that Jesus is the centre of our lives and that He is The Light of the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 

We are wishing Mrs Ferjani a very Happy Birthday as she celebrates a special birthday this weekend. 

Lateness 

A reminder that our registers close at 9 am and after this time your child will receive a late mark. However, 
the school bell rings at 8:45 am and the children make their way to class and begin learning promptly.             
Therefore, if your child is arriving just before 9 am although not late they will miss valuable learning time, at 
the start of the day. E.G. 10 minutes after the bell everyday, will equate to 50 minutes of missed learning time 
across the week. We kindly ask that parents arrive as close to 8:45 am as possible. 

Cold Weather 

The weather has been mixed this week with some very cold days and a lot of rain  It is very important that the 
children go outside to get some fresh air at least once per day so they need to be wrapped up as it is so cold. 
Please ensure that your child has a waterproof coat, hat, scarf and gloves so that they can stay extra warm 
when they are outside and are as dry as possible at pick up time. Please label everything. 

Snow Days 

You may be aware (if you have been part of the school for a while) that if there is particularly heavy snow that 
we may need to close the school and this is referred to as a Snow Day. We may need to close the school as the 
majority (more than 70%) of our senior staff and teachers live a considerable distance from Harlow and may 
find driving in such conditions very difficult and unsafe. Safety is always a priority when there is lots of snow 
which would mean we would need to close for at least one day. If this happens overnight, we will message           
parents as soon as possible and also put this on our Facebook Page. Sometimes, it snows heavily during the day 
and on this rare occasion it may be necessary to close the school early, asking you to come and collect your 
child, so that everyone can get home safely. 

Footwear 

I appreciate that many children walk to school and need to wear boots to stop their feet getting wet and cold. 
Children may wear plain black boots for the duration of the school day but not, Uggs, Moonboots, Doc martins, 
Converse style boots, wellies or any boots with a high heel or glitter during the school day. If these are the 
only boots that your child has and they need to walk to school in them, please send their school shoes in a           
carrier bag so that they can change into them when they are in school. Please label everything. 

Pencil cases 

We are grateful to parents for supplying their child with a pencil case of resources. The children have come 
back after Christmas with emptier pencil cases and we would appreciate parents refilling them. If you could 
please top them up over the weekend we would be very grateful. 



   Gospel Value Awards  

  Simplicity      
   calm, uncomplicated, trust 

‘’And all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 
them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in 
Her heart.’’ Luke 2:18-19 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

  Butterflies:  Edward  Ladybirds:  Ethan       
  Dragonflies: Nellie    Grasshoppers: Vinnie                                                            
  Hedgehogs:   Kivarly     Squirrels:  Tomas                                           
  Badgers:  Kezia   Foxes:  Malachi      
  Hares:  Kyren   Rabbits:  Kaci       
  Kingfishers:  Maya   Robins:  Adam       
  Eagles:  Kenna   Owls:   Diana       
  











Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, 
Dragonflies achieving 97% attendance. The winners of this week’s KS2 
Attendance Award are Foxes and Kingfishers attaining 98% attendance. 
Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require   supporting medical evidence, for the   additional absence to be author-
ised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational 
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies 96% 

Ladybirds 95% 

Dragonflies 97% 

Grasshoppers 96% 

Hedgehogs 94% 

Squirrels 96% 

Badgers 96% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 95% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 95% 

Owls 96% 

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Gracie  Squirrels: Nana       

   Badgers:  Jacob   Foxes: Alexandra  

   Hares:  Diona   Rabbits: Ava     

   Kingfishers:  Maya    Robins: Hayley                                                   

   Eagles:  Riley   Owls:  Dominik 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 18 January, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time:  John 1:29-34  

At that time: John saw Jesus coming towards him, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, 

who takes away the sin of the world!"  

Faced with St John's complex theology in this Gospel, it might be more fruitful to allow ourselves to be 

drawn to some of his simpler words and lines.  

John the Baptist is looking. He is perceptive and open - he sees Jesus coming toward him and perceives 

something in him. What do I see in Jesus? Where and in whom do I notice Jesus coming toward me?  In 

what places and circumstances... in what kinds of people...? What does it really mean to see someone?  

John also has a purpose - to give witness to the lamb of Isaiah, the servant of the Lord. When I think of my 

life, what do I see as my purpose? To whom or to what am I giving witness through the choices I make and 

by the way I live?  

Though John is a witness to Christ, he admits that he does not truly know Jesus - what would I say about 

my knowledge of him and how am I revealing his truth for others? In my interactions with the world - 

through my personal behaviour, relationships, my political, social and climate stances - how can I collaborate 

with Christ's work of redemption?  

Finally, John sees himself as less than Christ. Do I see my life as having priority over others or can I pray 

with the psalmist, '"Behold, I have come, Lord, to do your will"?   

Lord, on this Peace Sunday, give us grace to recognise Jesus in our 

world, to see him coming toward us from surprising places and people. 

May we have the courage to follow him into unexpected situations  

witnessing to his peaceful presence. Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

Jesus calls us to be His friends; let us not leave this invitation           
unheeded. Let us welcome and care for this relationship. We will 
discover that our friendship with God is our salvation. 











 

Golden Awards 

Butterflies:  Lewis, for always being a kind friend and helping others. 

Ladybirds:  Roman, for coming back to school with a positive attitude. 

Dragonflies: Alan, for having a great first week back.  

Grasshoppers: Griffin, for being an excellent role model during writing lessons. 

Hedgehogs:  Jedidiah, for settling in to Holy Cross with a can do attitude. 

Squirrels:  Piper, for fantastic maths work on multiplication. 

Badgers:  Eliza, for working hard in all areas and being more confident. 

Foxes:  Gwenda, for having a positive attitude to all her learning.  

Hares:  Charlie, for a fantastic effort towards his learning in all subjects. 

Rabbits:  Lyla, for showing resilience and trying hard with her work. 

Kingfishers:  James, for his fantastic work looking at chronology in history—well done! 

Robins:  Kiera, for her excellent history work about the Georgians.  

Eagles:  Nathaniel, for always having a positive attitude towards work.  

Owls:   Miruna, for great work in maths.                                                                                                                                                        

    

 

Menu week 1       Diary Dates      

Tuesday 20th January 

Badgers library 

Foxes library 

* Multisports club 

* Dance club 

Year 6 booster 

 

Monday 19th January 

Hares swimming 

* Drama club 

Girls football team 

Boys football team 

Year 1 booster 

Year 3 booster 

Year 6 booster 

Wednesday 21st January 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

 

Jayden, Millie, Sienna, Gwenda, Joel, 
Filip & Leonardo 

 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St David’s 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Thursday 22nd January 

Cafod club  

Year 2 booster 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

Friday 23rd January 

Celebration assembly 2:15 pm 

* Musical Theatre club 

All clubs and boosters are finished, with the exception of those listed above 

* External club, fees apply 


