
 

Newsletter 

13th February 2026 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for the first week back is Humility. Please    
reflect on this at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
 
This week we attended a whole school Lenten Preparation Mass to get ready for 
the season of Lent. As you know it is Ash Wednesday next week so when the  
children return to school after the half term break, we will be in Lent. We will 
explain to the children over the next weeks the significance of Lent as a time of 
sacrifice and preparation for Easter.  
 
It has been a busy half term and a busy half year up to this point, I know the 
children and staff are feeling very tired. I sincerely hope that everyone has a 
lovely half term break with family and lets all pray that the rain holds off so that 
the children can enjoy some much-needed time outside.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a calm and peaceful half term.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 



Parents Evening Appointments 

We will be having our parent consultations on the 10th and 12th of March and appointments will be sent out 
after half term. 

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention 

Each month Pope Leo will have a new Prayer Intention-you may wish to follow this link: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1CBCcEIkME This February, we are praying along with our Holy Father: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Playground Outdoor Gym Equipment 

We are very excited that through a generous donation and your support through fundraising, that we have 
been able to install some beautiful new outdoor gym equipment. This cost almost £7,000 and we could not  
afford this in our school budget so every bit of money we raise really does benefit the children. We hope to 
keep going and add more to it. 

Mrs Gallagher 

As you will remember, I wrote to you at the beginning of the term to let you know the sad news that Mrs  
Gallagher has been offered and accepted another job. We had thought that she would leave us before half 
term, but there is a hold up with processing her paperwork. Therefore, Mrs Gallagher will continue on with us 
after half term until her start date in her new job comes through. 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Mass  

Ash Wednesday Mass will be held at Holy Cross church at 9 am  and 7:30 
pm, on Wednesday 18th February.   

 

 

 

 

Parking 

Disappointingly we have again had phone calls from our neighbours about parking. I ask that you park safely 
and with consideration of our neighbours and others outside the school at all times, especially at Drop Off 
and Pick Up.  I appreciate that these are busy times of the school day, but please allow extra time for your 
journey so that you can park safely and legally, without obstructing anyone’s access to their home. Please           
remember that we have parking available 5 minutes away at Nichols Field (information is on the website).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1CBCcEIkME
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1CBCcEIkME


Harlow Library Half Term Activities 

Harlow Library have some fun, free events, this half term holiday. Booking is essential, but it is completely free. 
Booking is : Harlow Library | Harlow | Events by Location.  

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/events/location/harlow/109












Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, 
Ladybirds achieving 98% attendance. The joint winners of this week’s 
KS2 Attendance Award are Foxes attaining 99% attendance. Well 
done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am         
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is   
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require         
supporting medical evidence, for the 
additional absence to be authorised. 
Medical evidence can take the form of 
prescriptions, antibiotics and medical                   
appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance          
targets will be invited in for a meeting 
with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterflies 95% 

Ladybirds 98% 

Dragonflies 94% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 92% 

Squirrels 88% 

Badgers 98% 

Foxes 99% 

Hares 94% 

Rabbits 92% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 89% 

Eagles 97% 

Owls 96% 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 15 February, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time:  Matthew 5:17-37  

"But I say to you...”   

 This Sunday, Jesus invites us into a deeper understanding of justice. It is not enough that we know what 
is right; we need to live in a way that is right, that transforms who we are.  
 
Jesus acknowledges the ‘letter’ of the law as something we can follow but takes a step further. He asks us 
to consider the attitudes that give birth to injustice in the first place. Anger, contempt, lust, dishonesty -            
human flaws, yes, but these can become social forces. They affect both our relationships and the wider           
society and can lead to a lack of compassion and our understanding of human dignity.  
 
This gospel challenges us to look honestly at how our inner lives shape the world around us. Anger becomes 
discrimination and even violence. When people are viewed as objects, then exploitation and prejudice may          
follow. Jesus reminds us that we are called to justice just as we are called to faith. Right relationship with 
God is inseparable from right relationship with one another.  
 
This passage also offers hope. If injustice begins in the heart, then transformation can begin there too. 
By seeking reconciliation, by choosing integrity, by committing to the common good, we participate in 
building communities rooted in dignity and peace.  

Prayer 

God of justice and mercy,  

guide our hearts 

so our lives may reflect you.  

Heal what is broken within us,  

that we may become instruments of reconciliation  

in a world that needs your love.  

Amen. 

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

We live surrounded by so many words, but so many words are empty! At 
times we even listen to wise words, which do not however affect our        
ultimate destiny. On the contrary, the Word of God responds to our 
thirst for meaning, for the truth about our life. It is the only Word that 
is always new: revealing the mystery of God to us, it is inexhaustible, it 
never ceases to offer its riches.     

 











 

Menu week 1       Diary Dates      

Tuesday 24th February 

Year 3 reading zone 9:00 
am 

* Multisports club 

* Dance club 

Year 6 booster 

 

Monday 23rd February 

Rabbits swimming 

* Drama club 

Girls football team 

Boys football team 

Year 1 booster 

Year 3 booster 

Year 6 booster 

Wednesday 25th February 

Year 3 reading zone 2:45 pm 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

      Rufus 

 Happy Birthday in half term to…   

Luca, Leo, Albert, Jayden,             
Isla, Aria, Isabella, Lucas,               
Harley, Malakai & Maliyah 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Patrick’s 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Thursday 26th February 

Bikeability  

Year 3 reading zone 9:00 am 

Cafod club  

Year 2 booster 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

 

Friday 27th February 

 Bikeability 

Cross country competition 

Celebration assembly 2:15 

* External club, fees apply 


