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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for this week is Forgiveness. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
This week our Gospel Value is Forgiveness which sits alongside the theme of this 
week’s Gospel. We hear the message to reconcile with others. In this season of 
Lent, Pope Leo has called us to think about how we use our words and thoughts 
when we talk to others. God calls us to make reparation with others who have 
hurt us but also lets us know that this can be challenging. Through prayer we can 
find a way forwards and repair broken relationships with others as we walk and 
follow in the footsteps of Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Parents Evening Appointments 

We will be having our parent consultations on the 10th and 12th of March and appointments are open to be 
booked on Arbor. 

 

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention 

Each month Pope Leo will have a new Prayer Intention-you may wish 
to follow this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1CBCcEIkME  

This February, we are praying along with our Holy Father: 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1CBCcEIkME


Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Olivia   Squirrels: Lilah       

   Badgers:  Hudson  Foxes: Nellie  

   Hares:  Amanda  Rabbits: Maurice     

   Kingfishers:  Mayah   Robins: Poppy                                                   

   Eagles:  Kenna-Kah  Owls:  Dominik 

Uniform and representing Holy Cross 

Please remember that we are proud of our school and our uniform is the identity of our school. We want our 
children to wear our school uniform with pride. I ask that parents please support us by following the uniform 
policy which is on our school website; please follow this link: Holy Cross Catholic Primary Academy - Uniform  
We are still in our winter uniform until Easter. Please remember that pupils are not allowed to wear jewellery 
including earrings, so please do not have your child’s ears pierced until the start of the summer holidays as 
they will not be able to have the gold studs in for the 6-week healing period. Also, that hair accessories must 
be Holy Cross colours only. 

 

Mrs Gallagher 

We have sadly had confirmation that Mrs Gallagher will be leaving us at the end of next week. She has been 
such a wonderful support for so many of our children and she will be sorely missed by us at Holy Cross. She 
has had a big impact on the lives of so many of our families. We wish her lots of luck in her new role with 
Young Carers. 

 

Mrs Huggett 

Mrs Huggett is going off on her maternity leave today and we wish her lots of luck with the birth of her new 
baby. We will be excited to meet the new arrival! 

 

Lunches 

There will be a temporary reduction in the number of catering staff and therefore we will be making some 
adjustments to the lunch menu, from next week. This has been sent out to you today. 

 I have noticed that some of our children have large, family sized packets of sweets, crisps and chocolate in 
their lunchbox. I ask that parents please follow our healthy eating guidelines and limit the size of the sweet 
or savoury treat in their child’s lunch. 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=101


Epic battles vs St Nicks! 

 

Our girls and boys football teams have been busy the past couple of weeks as they were both drawn to play St 
Nicks in the Stacey Pardoe Trophy. 

Our girls, who are coached by Miss Cargill, played brilliantly last week in their first ever competitive game at 
Passmores. The game ended 3-3, as we managed to find a last gasp equaliser to stay in the cup! Diana 2 and  
Vienna were the goalscorers and we had earned a replay at St Nicks.  

Today, this took place and we gave it   absolutely everything on a very big pitch. Gracie made a string of superb 
saves to keep us in the game, Amelia H, Tawana, Kenna and our captain Aoife were outstanding in defence,  
making many blocks and tackles to keep the opposition out. Keziah, Tilly, Kiera and Amelia O worked                
relentlessly in midfield, while Vienna and Blousey made some great runs in attack. Kodie and Diana were unable 
to play today due to injury, but they both played very well last week. Unfortunately, we lost the game 1-0, with 
St Nicks scoring a fine goal with only two minutes left, but we keep our heads held high and look forward to 
arranging some friendly matches to keep improving. Well done girls! 

Our boys team, who are the current holders of the trophy, also did us proud as they played at Passmores last 
week and put in a really good performance. We came up against a very good St Nicks side and an entertaining 
game ended in a 2-2 draw, with Filip and  Hendrix scoring our goals. Archie made a fantastic save in the first 
half from a tremendous volley! The game went to penalties and we were narrowly defeated 5-4. This was tough 
to take but we gave it our all. Well done boys! 

Super goalkeeping from Archie, great defensive effort from Jack, Ciaran and captain Kojo, tenacious midfield 
work from Diale, Parker, Tadhg, Caiden and Hendrix and impressive attacking play from Filip and Jayden. We 
now look to finish strong in the Harlow Champions League! 

Mr Clarke 

















Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, 
Grasshoppers achieving 97% attendance. The joint winners of this week’s 
KS2 Attendance Award are Foxes and kingfishers attaining 98%           
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless they 
are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and makes 
a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 8:30am until 
8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either by 
telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on every day of 
absence. We need full details of why your child is unable to attend 
school. We are frequently having to contact parents, to find out why 
their child is absent from school. If you do not notify us of the          
reason for your child’s absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the additional absence to be authorised. 
Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational            
Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies 96% 

Ladybirds 95% 

Dragonflies 96% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 96% 

Badgers 96% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 95% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 95% 

Owls 97% 

   Gospel Value Awards  

  Compassion      
   kindness, patience, empathy, helpfulness 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe   
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and       
patience. Colossians 3:12 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

  Butterflies:  Oliver  Ladybirds:  Braylen      
  Dragonflies: Aoife    Grasshoppers: Isabella                                                            
  Hedgehogs:   Justin      Squirrels:  Jude                                           
  Badgers:  Braven  Foxes:  Gwenda      
  Hares:  Raysa   Rabbits:  Declan      
  Kingfishers:  William  Robins:  Abigail      
  Eagles:  Luna   Owls:   Zachary      
                  



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 1 March, Second Sunday of Lent: Matthew 17:1-9  

"He was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes              

became white as light."   

 
“There is no way of telling people that they are all walking around shining like the sun,” wrote the monk and 
mystic, Thomas Merton, who on an ordinary day in an unremarkable shopping district in Louisville, had a       
profound experience of the glory and solidarity of the human family. “It was as if I could suddenly see the 
secret beauty of their hearts,” he wrote. 
 
In this Sunday's gospel the disciples witness Jesus transfigured. Has he changed or have their eyes been 
opened to see him as he truly is? Here is an invitation for us to see the world in a new light. 
 
What if we could, like Thomas Merton, suddenly recognise the belovedness of every person? Or if we could 
see the signs of God’s power to bring new life, just as the digging, weeding and pruning of a patient gardener 
is rewarded by glimpses of beauty as shoots sprout and buds open? 
 
In this season of Lent, as we seek to listen more deeply to Jesus, may we strive to see each person through 
God’s eyes, recognising the beauty in our sisters and brothers.  

Prayer 

Glorious God, 

we give you thanks 

for glimpses of grace, 

for your abundant generosity 

and for the strength of your love. 

May we reflect your glory 

as we walk in your way. 

Amen. 

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

The Gospel of the day (MT4:1-11) invites us to view Lent as a   
luminous path. Through prayer, fasting and almsgiving, we can    
renew our cooperation with the Lord, so He can craft our lives as 
unique masterpieces. 

 











 

Golden Awards 

Butterflies:  Aria, for a very detailed recall and understanding of this term’s R.E. learning. 

Ladybirds:  Elijah, for his super effort in all learning . 

Dragonflies: Freddie, for trying hard in his maths learning.  

Grasshoppers: Malakai, for excellent art work to support retelling a story.  

Hedgehogs:  Felicity, for an outstanding effort in all areas of her English. 

Squirrels:  Jimmy, for amazing work on money! 

Badgers:  Grace, for super problem solving during maths week. 

Foxes:  Kweku, for his amazing maths work on money.  

Hares:  Oba, for writing a fantastic setting description using metaphors. 

Rabbits:  Millie, for trying very hard with her writing and spelling. 

Kingfishers:  River, for his super maths problem solving. 

Robins:  Freddie, for his amazing attitude towards all maths lessons.  

Eagles:  Gracie, for her hard work in all lessons.  

Owls:   Harry, for always being so enthusiastic in every lesson.                                                                                                                                                      

    

 

Menu week 2       Diary Dates      

Tuesday 3rd March 

Year 2 reading zone 9:00 
am 

Hares library visit  

Rabbits library visit 

* Dance club 

Year 6 booster 

 

Monday 2nd March 

St David’s house (only) 
non uniform 

Rabbits swimming 

* Drama club 

Girls football team 

Boys football team 

Year 1 booster 

Year 3 booster 

Year 6 booster 

Wednesday 4th March 

Year 2 reading zone 2:45 pm 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

 

Keziah, Priscilla, Braven, Blane, 
Ollie & Raysa 

     

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Patrick’s 

Thursday 5th March 

World Book Day - come 
dressed as your favourite 
book character 

Year 2 reading zone 9:00 am 

Cafod club  

Year 2 booster 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Friday 6th March 

 Celebration assembly 2:15 

* External club, fees apply 


