
 

Newsletter 

13th March 2026 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for this week is Peace. Please reflect on this 
at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
This weekend we are celebrating Motherõs Day and at this time we think fondly 
of all the mums, grandmas, aunties, godmothers in our Holy Cross Family. We also 
think of all of our mums and grandmas in heaven and keep those who have lost 
their loved ones in our prayers.  
 
We think of Mary our mother and her love for Jesus and for us. We ask her to 
hold us close in her warm and loving embrace to give us courage in times that are 
difficult and to guide us through each day. Being a mum is the most wonderful 
gift but it is not easy so we ask our Blessed Mother for the gifts of patience, 
nurture and understanding and the strength to enjoy the good days and not feel 
overwhelmed by the harder ones.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Parent Consultations 

Sincere thanks to parents who came along to Parent Consultations this week. It was good to see you and share 
how your child is getting on at this mid-way point in the year. 

We sent out our Mid-Year parent questionnaire by email and would be grateful if you could take a few moments 
to fill it in as we value your feedback. Please follow this link: Holy Cross Catholic Primary Academy Mid Year  
Parent Questionnaire 2025-2026 ð Fill out form 

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kjU7IUceW0CwMKy7Y6jIhRkpft6TxWdMiJxeJDF3SVZUQ1dPWk9IN1ZXSEY4R1NPOFBYRTg2MUVLNy4u&fromie=true
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kjU7IUceW0CwMKy7Y6jIhRkpft6TxWdMiJxeJDF3SVZUQ1dPWk9IN1ZXSEY4R1NPOFBYRTg2MUVLNy4u&fromie=true


Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Olivia   Squirrels: Lilah       

   Badgers:  Chloe   Foxes: Nihiniolawa  

   Hares:  Kyren   Rabbits: Benjamin     

   Kingfishers:  Summer   Robins: Hayley                                                   

   Eagles:  Amelia  Owls:  Filip 

Year 5 and 6 Swimming 

We are in the process of arranging swimming for Year 5 and 6. Mrs Slater has sent you a questionnaire. It is 
important that you complete the questionnaire to let us know about your childõs swimming ability. Please follow 
this link: Year 5 and 6 swimming lessons ð Fill out form 

Passion Play 

The Passion Play will be performed by Years 4 and 5, at 2 pm on Tuesday 24th March and Thursday 26th 
March. Parents are welcome to come in to school to watch. 

Year 6 Stations of the Cross  

Year 6 will be taking part in Stations of the Cross in the church at 9 am on Friday 27th March. Parents are 
welcome to join us.   

Uniform and representing Holy Cross 

Please remember that we are proud of our school and our uniform is the identity of our school. We want our 
children to wear our school uniform with pride. I ask that parents please support us by following the uniform 
policy which is on our school website; please follow this link: Holy Cross uniform. There are lots of children 
without ties and this is an essential part of our Winter uniform. I have noticed this week that some of our 
older girls have got very short skirts. Skirts must sit on the knee please. 

Please remember that pupils are not allowed to wear jewellery including earrings, so please do not have your 
childõs ears pierced until the start of the summer holidays as they will not be able to have the gold studs in 
for the 6-week healing period. Also, that hair accessories must be Holy Cross colours only. 

Children may wear the summer uniform after Easter and details of this are available on the school website, 
please follow the link above. 

Healthy Snack 

I would like to remind parents that at Holy Cross we have a healthy snack policy. This means that pupils may 
only have Fruit and Vegetables for snack. No cereal bars or other such foods are allowed at breaktime. I 
kindly ask that you follow our policy please and if children do not have a snack which follows this policy they 
will have this taken away and it will be substituted with fruit if it is available. 

Parking 

We have again had telephone calls about inconsiderate parking. Please ensure you are not blocking drives and 
entrances an d park safely and legally. We have access to Nicholls Field car park, which is just a short walk 
away, down the cycle path. Link to Nicholls Field map  

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=kjU7IUceW0CwMKy7Y6jIhRkpft6TxWdMiJxeJDF3SVZUMVZHTVg4QzNTTjNJOFY2MExKRk5BTTBIMi4u&fromie=true
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1258&type=pdf
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=800


Crucial Crew. 

Today, the Year 6 children walked to the Latton Bush Centre to attend Crucial Crew. The aim of Crucial Crew is 
to provide a fun and stimulating environment for children to learn to: 

ā become more aware of personal safety; 

ā learn how to react correctly to dangerous and threatening situations; 

ā understand the role the emergency support services play and how and when to contact them; 

ā be aware of their own actions and the safety of others. 

The children were thoroughly engaged with the different scenarios where they were taught valuable safety 
messages. The topics the children learnt about were: online safety; anti-social behaviour & drink spiking; gangs 
& drugs; healthy relationships and fire safety. Please make sure that you talk with your children about what 
they have learnt. 



Year 3 and 4 Cross Country 

What a fantastic morning of cross country running we have had on the last Friday 27th February! Our year 3 and 
4 children, who had all worked very hard and been selected from the trials, did so well in the event at Mark Hall! 

There were over 100 children running in each race, as the best runners in Harlow battled it out! 

First up, it was the year 3 girls and what a super team they were! Grace, Alice, Autumn, Olivia-Jae and Nellie ran 
great and we had 3 top 20 finishes. 

Next, it was the turn of the year 4 boys, who were also really quick. We managed to record 2 top 30 finishes. The 
team was Malachi, Oliwier, Kweku, Toby and Basil. 

Our year 4 girls were up next and they were amazing too, securing 3 top 50 finishes. This team was Edie, Lilian, 
Hermione, Amelia and Gabriella. 

In the final race, our year 4 boys team of Hugo, Jan, Filip, Javonte-Blu and Arnas were superb, recording 4 top 40 
finishes. We were delighted to hear that they had earned a bronze 
medal for finishing in 3rd place, well done boys! 

A special mention to our fastest runners in each race. 

Year 3 girls - Alice (15th place) 

Year 3 boys - Malachi (10th place) 

Year 4 girls - Edie (39th place) 

Year 4 boys - Jan (6th place) 

Year 5/6 cross country report 

Our year 5 and 6 children also attended Mark Hall for the annual cross           
country event after impressing in the trials that took place at Holy Cross. 

After competing brilliantly in the morning session, we once again showed         
brilliant stamina, determination and sportsmanship in the afternoon. 

The children have their all and we were extremely competitive in every race. 
Our year 6 boys managed to secure a bronze medal, adding to the bronze   
medal our year 4 boys achieved earlier, which was fantastic! 

Our girls and boys teams made us proud once again. Well done to the following children and thanks to all the staff 
that attended; 

Year 5: Keziah, Autumn, Summer, , Aoife, Alex, Blousey, Jayden, Leonardo, River, Lucas J 

Year 6:  Kenna, Freya, Amelia, Livia, Zofia, Joshua, Filip, Blake, Hendrix J, Diale 

Year 5/6 Champions League football report 

On Wednesday 4th March, we played an away match against a Tanys Dell side whom we had faced last year in the 
Stacey Pardoe Trophy. 

The hosts had the better of the first half on a rain soaked pitch, creating numerous chances, with us riding our 
luck on a few occasions and our goalkeeper Axel B making some super saves. Axel O nearly scored just before half 
time but his effort went narrowly wide. The half time score was Tanys Dell 1 Holy Cross 0. 

In the second half, the hosts kept the pressure on and added two more goals to make it 3-0. We pulled a goal back 
when Sid, who was outstanding, raced into the box and was fouled. Our captain Axel O fired the ball into the bot-
tom corner of the net to make it 3-1. As coaches Clarke and Cargill took some risks to get us back into the game, 
the hosts managed to add two more goals, as we were caught on the counter attack. At 5-1 down, we showed great 
determination in a crazy last ten minutes and managed to pull two goals back. Sid put in a great cross which took a 
deflection and flew in and then Sid scored again with a powerful finish from close range. We had more chances to 
score but unfortunately the ball would not quite go in! 

Final score - Tanys Dell 5 Holy Cross 3. 

Well done to our hosts who have really progressed as a team in the last year and 
deserved their win. A huge congratulations to our green army who have not 
played together as a team much but showed great improvement in the second 
half and fought to the very end! 

Team: Axel B, Alex, Adam, Jackson, James, Lucas J, River, Sid, Axel O, Keaton 

Player of the match: Sid - Scored 2 goals and won the penalty which we scored from. 















Congratulations to this weekõs winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,        
Grasshoppers achieving 97% attendance. The winners of this weekõs KS2    
Attendance Award are Foxes and Kingfishers attaining 98%           
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your childõs learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your childõs absence by 9am either by 
telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on every day of 
absence. We need full details of why your child is unable to attend 
school. We are frequently having to contact parents, to find out why 
their child is absent from school. If you do not notify us of the          
reason for your childõs absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the additional absence to be authorised. 
Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational            
Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies 96% 

Ladybirds 95% 

Dragonflies 96% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 96% 

Badgers 96% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 96% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 95% 

Owls 97% 

   Gospel Value Awards  

  Forgiveness      
   reconciliation, sorry, empathy, respect 

òBear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.ó           
Colossians 3:13  

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

  Butterflies:  Andrada  Ladybirds:  Melvin      
  Dragonflies: Nicholas   Grasshoppers: Eliana                                                            
  Hedgehogs:   Temidayo      Squirrels:  Reuel                                           
  Badgers:  Nathan  Foxes:  Tilly       
  Hares:  Filip    Rabbits:  Amia-Rae      
  Kingfishers:  Roman  Robins:  Luka       
  Eagles:  Ciaran  Owls:   Rose       
                  



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 15 March, Fourth Sunday of Lent: John 9:1-41  

"As Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from birth"   

This Sunday the Church celebrates Laetare Sunday and, in the United Kingdom, it is also Mothering Sunday. 

Laetare from the Latin means ôto rejoiceõ and it seems a fitting occasion to share the story of Rejoice, a 

mother from South Sudan. 

Rejoice and her three children fled when the ferocious conflict engulfing South Sudan reached her village. 

Her husband was on a business trip. She still doesnõt know what happened to him. After a dangerous journey, 

she and her children reached relative safety in neighbouring Sudan, but when war broke out there too, they 

were forced to return home. 

On arrival, however, Rejoice found her village submerged by widespread floods. She had no proper shelter 

and very little food for her family. At last a lifeline came, when she was offered training from CAFODõs 

partner in techniques for growing food in floating gardens.  

She tells us: òThis has improved my life. The yields from the garden help me feed my family.ó 

As we reflect on the story of Jesus healing the man who was blind from birth, letõs pray that we will not be 

blind to the needs of others. Instead, like Jesus, may we seek to be a source of healing and love.  

Letõs also pray for all mothers, especially those who, like Rejoice, face painful and challenging                             

circumstances.  

Dear God, 

we thank you for mothers  

throughout the world. 

Be close to those who are struggling 

because of violence or poverty, 

and fill every home with your love. 

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

There is no energy better spent than that dedicated to freeing our heart. 
For this reason, Lent is a gift. 






