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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for this week is Hope. Please reflect on this at 
home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
This week we hear the story of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. In this        
story we see Jesus as a true friend deeply saddened by the death of His good 
friend and witnessing the grief of his sisters Mary and Martha. We once again 
see Jesus in this gospel experiencing the emotions and feelings that we do; we 
see Jesus experiencing the pain of losing someone dear to him. Jesus raises            
Lazarus up from the dead because he feels deeply sad. The message for us in this 
Gospel is HOPE, that Jesus walks right beside us in our good times but most     
importantly in our hard times and that He never leaves our side. Jesus feels our 
pain as if it is His own. This is a very powerful gospel because the message is that 
if we bring our sorrows, worries and troubles to Jesus that He will lift us up too.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have a lovely weekend 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 Parent Consultations 

 We sent out our Mid-Year parent questionnaire by email and would be grateful if you could take a few moments 
to fill it in as we value your feedback. Please follow this link: Holy Cross Catholic Primary Academy Mid Year Par-
ent Questionnaire 2025-2026 – Fill out form  

Year 5 and 6 Swimming 

We are in the process of arranging swimming for Year 5 and 6. Mrs Slater has sent you a questionnaire. It is 
important that you complete the questionnaire to let us know about your child’s swimming ability. The deadline 
for completing the questionnaire is Monday 23rd March Please follow this link:Year 5 and 6 swimming lessons – 
Fill out form   

Healthy Snack 

I would like to remind parents that at Holy Cross we have a healthy snack policy. This means that pupils may only 
have Fruit and Vegetables for snack. No cereal bars or other such foods are allowed at breaktime. I kindly ask 
that you follow our policy please and if children do not have a snack which follows this policy they will have this 
taken away and it will be substituted with fruit if it is available. 

https://forms.office.com/e/4krQKKhXNT
https://forms.office.com/e/4krQKKhXNT
https://forms.office.com/e/mXErD30jfk
https://forms.office.com/e/mXErD30jfk


Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Charles  Squirrels: Orlagh       

   Badgers:  Oluwatobiloba  Foxes: Alexandra  

   Hares:  Hugo   Rabbits: Flynn     

   Kingfishers:      Robins: Tawana                                                   

   Eagles:  Amelia  Owls:  Sid 

Uniform and representing Holy Cross              
Please remember that we are proud of our school and our uniform is the identity of our school. We want our 
children to wear our school uniform with pride. I ask that parents please support us by following the uniform 
policy which is on our school website; please follow this link: Holy Cross uniform.  There are lots of children 
without ties and this is an essential part of our Winter uniform. I have noticed this week that some of our 
older girls have got very short skirts. Skirts must sit on the knee please. 

Please remember that pupils are not allowed to wear jewellery including earrings, so please do not have your 
child’s ears pierced until the start of the summer holidays as they will not be able to have the gold studs in 
for the 6-week healing period. Also, that hair accessories must be Holy Cross colours only. 

Children may wear the summer uniform after Easter and details of this are available on the school website, 
please follow the link above. 

Our School Choir Shines at the Voice in a Million Concert 

On Wednesday our school choir had the incredible opportunity to take part in the Voice in a Million concert—
an unforgettable experience that brought together thousands of young voices from across the country. Held 
at the OVO Wembley arena. 

After weeks of rehearsals and preparation, our choir joined hundreds of other schools to perform as part of 
a truly massive choir. The atmosphere was electric from the moment we arrived. Seeing the scale of the    
venue and hearing the sound of so many voices blending together was both exciting and inspiring. 

In the afternoon students took 
part in rehearsals  By the evening, 
everything came together for the 
final concert, where family and 
friends filled the audience to            
support the performers. 

For many of our choir members, 
this was a once-in-a-lifetime                
opportunity. It helped build                 
confidence, strengthen friendships, 
and deepen their love for music. 
Most importantly, it reminded                 
everyone involved of how music can 
bring people together in a truly 
special way. 

A huge well done to all of our choir 
members for their hard work and 
dedication—you represented our 
school brilliantly! 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1258&type=pdf


Football Match 

Our boys football team faced St Lukes on Tuesday. Having not played on our school pitch for a few months, 
it was great to back! Our opposition progressed into the quarter finals of the Stacey Pardoe cup recently so 
we knew this would be a good test. Holy Cross started well and took the lead through a great finish from 
Sid, as he rounded off a super team move by expertly placing the ball high into the net . St Lukes then 
equalised with a well taken goal. We went 2-1 up as a clever corner from Diale crept in. Then, we scored one 
of the best individual goals I have seen at the HC Bernabeu when captain Ciaran took aim near the touchline 
about 30 yards out and smashed the ball with his left foot into the top right corner of the net. Unsavable! 
Half time score - Holy Cross 3 St Lukes 1 

We managed to see the second half out quite comfortably and added a fourth goal through a cool finish 
from Ciaran. A great result for the green army! Final score - Holy Cross 4 St Lukes 1. 

Well done to all on a great team performance and result. 

M.O.M. - Joint between debutant Oliver, who was awesome in defence, and Ciaran whose goals paved the way 
to victory. 

Squad list 

Goalkeepers: Hendrix, Archie - Great positioning and distribution 

Defenders: Kojo, Eryk, Oliver, Jayden - Solid, making excellent blocks and clearances 

Midfielders - Ciaran, Diale, Sid, Lucas, Filip - Super passing football and clinical finishing 

Striker - Jaxon - Intelligent runs and good link up play 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rugby  

Our year 5 and 6 tag rugby team have been training hard for the Harlow qualifiers that took place last     
Friday at Harlow Rugby Club. The children were very lucky to be managed by Axel's dad Darryl. He is an 
amazing coach who really brought the team together, which was crucial for us to be successful. When we 
arrived, we were very fortunate to have our picture taken with the Women's Rugby World Cup trophy and 
then it was game on! 

We played 4 games, with all 8 children playing every minute and working hard to earn those tries and            
stopping the opposition from scoring. Holy Cross started with a 3-1 win vs Hare Street, then drew with         
Purford Green 1-1. We narrowly lost 2-1 to Nazeing but then responded brilliantly with a 3-1 win vs           
Katherines. But had we done enough to get through to the Harlow finals? 

YES WE HAD!!!! A last gasp try for Nazeing in 
their match vs Purford Green meant we          
qualified in joint 2nd place. Thanks so much to             
Darryl and Mrs Nunn for their coaching and 
support. Well done to the whole team, who all 
showed incredible resilience, skill and            
teamwork to earn this opportunity. Everyone at 
HC will be behind you, good luck in the finals on 
Friday 20th March!  

Congratulations to Axel, Harry, Dylan, Filip, 
Hayley, Amelia, Hendrix and Tadhg! 



 

We had a fantastic Science Week this week, on Tuesday we    
enjoyed having our parents and grandparents in class with us to 
share in some Science activities and experiments. Yesterday we 
had a Science Boffin called David join us all day for an assembly 
and workshops. David carried out lots of experiments and 
demonstrations which included learning all about fire.  









Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,        
Grasshoppers achieving 98% attendance. The winners of this week’s KS2    
Attendance Award are Hares attaining 99% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless they 
are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either by 
telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on every day of 
absence. We need full details of why your child is unable to attend 
school. We are frequently having to contact parents, to find out why 
their child is absent from school. If you do not notify us of the          
reason for your child’s absence it may not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the addi-
tional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and 
medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational            
Welfare Officer. 

 

Butterflies 95% 

Ladybirds 94% 

Dragonflies 94% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 85% 

Squirrels 93% 

Badgers 98% 

Foxes 97% 

Hares 99% 

Rabbits 94% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 93% 

Eagles 98% 

Owls 95% 

   Gospel Value Awards  

  Hope        
 optimism, newness, resilience, perseverance 

‘’May He enlighten the eyes of your mind, so that you can see what 
hope His call holds for you’’  Ephesians 1: 3-6 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.    

  Butterflies:  Sienna  Ladybirds:  Heidi       
  Dragonflies: Alan    Grasshoppers: Lia                                                            
  Hedgehogs:   Zakary      Squirrels:  Malakai-Chase                                           
  Badgers:  Hudson  Foxes:  Zoe       
  Hares:  Charlie   Rabbits:  Jan       
  Kingfishers:  Elsie   Robins:  Nick       
  Eagles:  Nathaniel   Owls:   Adaora      
                  

                  



 

 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 22 March, Fifth Sunday of Lent: John 11:1-45  

Jesus said, "Take away the stone."  

"Water is life,” says Reason Mupanga simply. Reason works for Caritas Zimbabwe and has seen first-hand 

the problems that lack of water can bring. 

 

This Sunday’s readings focus on the new life that God brings – Ezekiel tells of the dry bones coming to life, 

Paul reflects on the Spirit dwelling within us, and in the gospel Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 

 

Water is indeed life. “Providing water changes a place, its people, and their mindset. It makes everything 

around it bloom,” says Fr Johanes of Caritas Zimbabwe. Thanks to CAFOD supporters like you, many more 

communities where Reason and Fr Johanes work can now access safe water.  

 

Parched land has truly begun to bloom, as innovative techniques such as drought-resistant crops and so          

lar-powered water pumps are enabling communities to grow food. 

 

This Sunday is World Water Day. As we celebrate the gift of water, we remember communities who face 

life-threatening water scarcity. God wants all people to have life in abundance. Can we roll away the stones 

of injustice and ecological destruction and so participate in building a world where all people have safe           

access to water?  

Fountain of life, 

we pray for those who thirst 

for water and for justice. 

Pour your love into our hearts,  

and strengthen us to work for a world 

where all people have fullness of life. 

Amen. 

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

We thank the Lord for families who, despite difficulties and challenges, live 
“the spirituality of family love made up of thousands of small but real          
gestures” (Amoris Laetita, 315). 











 

Golden Awards 

Butterflies:  Luca, for working hard to form tricky letters in handwriting. 

Ladybirds:  Aquila, for working hard to learn how to write her name. 

Dragonflies: Isabella, for working hard to add adjectives into her writing.  

Grasshoppers: Resimiah, for using our counting on method to add numbers over 20! 

Hedgehogs:  Marcel, for consistent outstanding quality of work, politeness and super similes. 

Squirrels:  Stefan, for his fantastic work on length and measure. 

Badgers:  Gray, for demonstrating a kind and caring attitude to his peers and adults. 

Foxes:  Thankgod, for having the confidence to share a bible reading, in his own church, to the whole 
   congregation.  

Hares:  Luca, for writing a lovely defeating the monster story using fronted adverbials and noun  
   phrases. 

Rabbits:  Caliyah, for achieving a gold medal in Muay Thai. 

Kingfishers:  Tilly, for working hard with her spellings. 

Robins:  Hayley, for her super comic strip about a dragon.  

Eagles:  Jacob, for an excellent Kenning poem linked to Holes.  

Owls:   Filip, for fabulous work in maths.                                                                                                                                                      

    

 

Menu week 1       Diary Dates      

Monday 23rd March 

Years 5 & 6          
Reconciliation 

Rabbits swimming 

* Drama club 

Girls football team 

Boys football team 

Year 1 booster 

Year 3 booster 

Year 6 booster 

Tuesday 24th March 

Reception and Year 6 reading 
zone 09:00 

Year 4 Reconciliation 

Years 4 & 5 Passion play 14:00 

* Dance club 

Year 6 booster 

 

Wednesday 25th March 

Reception school trip 

Rock Steady concert 14:00 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

Elizabeth, Amia-Rae, Arribella, 

Anne, Georgie, Tadhg, 

Micah, Viktor, Stefan & Chloe 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Patrick’s 

Thursday 26th March 

Years 4 & 5 Passion play 
14:00 

Cafod club  

Year 2 booster 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

 

 

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Friday 27th March 

Year 6 Stations of the Cross 
09:00 

Easter egg hunt 

Last day of term -  

School finishes at 13:30 

We return on 13th April 

* External club, fees apply Science Week 


