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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for this week is Gentleness. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back to school after the lovely          
2-week holiday. I think a much needed rest and refresh for us all! In the Gospel 
this weekend, we hear the story of Jesus and the disciples on the road to           
Emmaus. At first, they do not recognise Jesus and believe him to be a stranger 
but when Jesus joins them and breaks bread with them, their eyes are opened 
and they realise that it is Jesus, risen from the dead. Sometimes, when we are 
caught up in our busy lives we can forget that Jesus is there with us and for us. 
His loving presence offers us love and support all we have to do is allow Jesus to 
come into our hearts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
We adore you O Christ and we bless you,  

because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend, 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

  

 



School Uniform 

A reminder that now we are in the summer term that children may wear the summer school uniform and part 
of this is a Polo shirt. This does not have to have the Holy Cross Logo. We ask that the summer and winter 
uniform are not mixed together eg: it is either a Polo Shirt with shorts/ skirt/ pinafore or shirt and tie with 
Trousers, skirt, pinafore. Green Gingham dresses, all in ones or skirts can also be worn. Girls should not have 
grey tights with their summer uniform I know that sometimes girls like to wear cycling shorts beneath the 
dress and these must be white or black. Please be aware that the PE kit remains the same with the school PE 
shorts or the equivalent nylon sports shorts. Cycling shorts and leggings are not permitted. 

Footwear: children may wear closed sandals but Crocs and trainers are not allowed. Pupils must wear socks at 
all times. 

Jewellery: We have a very strict no jewellery policy at Holy Cross. Please do not have your child’s ears pierced 
during term as they will not have time to heal and children will have to remove their sleeper earrings. It is 
best to wait until the beginning of the summer holidays to have ears pierced so that they have time to heal. 

Clubs and Boosters 

 If your child has a place in one of the teacher-led clubs please be aware that these start on Monday. It is 
very important that your child attends each week. 

Term Dates 27-28 

The term dates for the academic year 2027-2028 have been shared on the website. 

PIP Parents In Partnership 

My thanks to parents who came along to our first PIP meeting this term. It was good to talk through points 
and concerns that have been raised by parents and families and to shed some light on reasons why we have the 
operations that we do as a school. 

Hygiene 

A polite reminder to families at pick-up time to please support us in keeping our school environment 
clean and respectful by not spitting on the ground. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Secret Reader  

Our children are enjoying a story from their class teacher and support adults every day for 15 minutes. We 
would like to invite parents and family members to join us in this by becoming a ’secret reader’. If you would 
like to do this please give your name to the class teacher and we will invite you in to read to the class at the 
end of the day, but ssshhhhh it’s a secret! 

 

 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health  

This week has been my first week in the role of Social, Emotional and Mental 
Health (SEMH) Lead, and I am really pleased to have started in this position. 
Supporting our children and families is something I care deeply about, and I look 
forward to offering further support where it is needed. 

I will continue teaching on Mondays and Tuesdays, but I will be on the gate every 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, both before and after school, so please do 
come and say hello. The children already know me well, and I hope families feel 
comfortable approaching me. 

Your child’s class teacher will always be your first point of contact. However, I 
understand that at times it can be difficult to find a convenient time to meet, or 
you may wish to speak to someone else. In these cases, please feel free to speak 
to me on the gate or arrange a time. 

My door is always open. If you or your child are worried, finding things difficult, or need some additional    
support, I am here to listen and work alongside you, including signposting to other  services where helpful. 

We are all working together to support the children, and I am here to help in any way I can. 







Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Eduard  Squirrels: Reuel       

   Badgers:  Basil    Foxes: Nihin  

   Hares:  Grace   Rabbits: Gabriella     

   Kingfishers:  Elsie    Robins: Hayley                                                   

   Eagles:  Kenna-Kah  Owls:  Diana 

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

The future belongs to men and women of peace. Justice will always triumph 
over injustice in the end, just as violence will never have the last word,       
despite all appearances.  



Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,        
Ladybirds achieving 99% attendance. The winners of this week’s KS2    
Attendance Award are Kingfishers also attaining 99% attendance. Well 
done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless they 
are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either 
by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on every 
day of absence. We need full details of why your child is unable to 
attend school. We are frequently having to contact parents, to find 
out why their child is absent from school. If you do not notify us of 
the reason for your child’s absence it may not be authorised.   

 

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the additional  absence to be authorised. 
Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational     

Butterflies 98% 

Ladybirds 99% 

Dragonflies 98% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 96% 

Squirrels 95% 

Badgers 97% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 95% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 99% 

Robins 95% 

Eagles 97% 

Owls 98% 

   Gospel Value Awards  

  Peace        
 tranquillity, quiet, reflective, grateful 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. Not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither 
let them be afraid” John 14:27  

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel  values certificate this week.    

  Butterflies:  Ronnie  Ladybirds:  Leo-Anne      
  Dragonflies: Emily    Grasshoppers: Dani                                                            
  Hedgehogs:   Marco      Squirrels:  Lexi                                           
  Badgers:  Eliza   Foxes:  Samuel      
  Hares:  Olivia   Rabbits:  Elliott      
  Kingfishers:  Maisie  Robins:  Enoch       
  Eagles:  Anayah   Owls:   Filip       















 

Menu week 2       Diary Dates      

Monday 13th April 

Year 5  swimming 
(invited pupils only) 

Year 6 booster 

Year 1 booster 

Mini Musicals club Years 
1 & 2 

Forest school              
Years 1, 2 , 3 & 4 

* Cheerleading club 

 

Tuesday 14th April 

* Dance club 

Year 6 booster 

Girl’s team football match 
15:30 

 

 

Wednesday 15th April 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

 

Nicole-Marie, Maya, Adele, 

Leo-Anne, Roman, Arabella, 

Axel & Adem 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Patrick’s 

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Thursday 16th April 

Cafod club  

Year 2 booster 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Friday 17th April 

Celebration assembly 14:15 

* Musical Theatre club 

* External club, fees apply 

 Golden Awards 

Butterflies: Frankie, for improved confidence using phonics skills. 

Ladybirds:  Mia, for improved sounding out and blending out words. 

Dragonflies: Ethan, for amazing work in science week.  

Grasshoppers: Adem, for trying hard to follow classroom routines. 

Hedgehogs: Marcel, for an excellent attitude to learning when creating a fear story in English. 

Squirrels:  Zuriel, for trying really hard to improve his handwriting. 

Badgers:  Olivia, for really improving her writing skills. 

Foxes:  Alex, for his fantastic problem solving in maths.  

Hares:  Zara, for writing a lovely Tanka poem. 

Rabbits:  Layla, for great work on improper and proper fractions. 

Kingfishers: Mayah, for her fantastic work on her reading fluency and comprehension skills. 

Robins:  Rufus, for being a super scientist.  

Eagles:  Jackson, for fantastic slime making during science week.  

Owls:   Sid, for always trying his best in all subjects.                                                                             


