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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for this week is Justice. Please reflect on this
at home with your child.

Weekly Reflection

This weekend is Good Shepherd Sunday as we hear in the Gospel Jesus reminding
us that he is the Good Shepherd. He tells us that if we follow close to Him, in His
footsteps, that we need not want for anything and that He will lead us to God in
heaven. We are reminded that we can only enter the gates of heaven by following
the example of Jesus and I ask that you please encourage your child to follow our
10 Gospel Values, at home as we do in school.

We adore you O Christ and we bless you,
because by your holy cross you have redeemed the world

Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend,

Mrs Kerrell

Headteacher



School Uniform

A reminder that now we are in the summer term that children may wear the summer school uniform and part
of this is a Polo shirt. This does not have to have the Holy Cross Logo. We ask that the summer and winter
uniform are not mixed together eg: it is either a Polo Shirt with shorts/ skirt/ pinafore or shirt and tie with
Trousers, skirt, pinafore. Green Gingham dresses, all in ones or skirts can also be worn. Girls should not have
grey tights with their summer uniform I know that sometimes girls like o wear cycling shorts beneath the
dress and these must be white or black. Please be aware that the PE kit remains the same with the school PE
shorts or the equivalent nylon sports shorts. Cycling shorts and leggings are not permitted.

Footwear: children may wear closed sandals but Crocs and trainers are not allowed. Pupils must wear socks at
all times.

Jewellery: We have a very strict no jewellery policy at Holy Cross. Please do not have your child's ears pierced
during the 2-week break as they will not have time to heal and children will have to remove their sleeper
earrings. It is best to wait until the beginning of the summer holidays to have ears pierced so that they have
time to heal.

Hair Accessories

Please remember that all hair accessories and hair beads must be Holy Cross Colours.

Air Tags

Please read the email that will be sent to you regarding Air tags in school and especially on school trips.
Term dates 26-27

The term dates for the academic year 2027-2028 have been shared on the website.

Cow Day

Cow day will be on 21st May. CAFOD club are raising money to buy a Cow for a village in a poorer country.
Dress up as a cow, cowboy or cowgirl or something cow related,

21 My 20 26




Girls Football Match

On Tuesday, we hosted a friendly match for our girls football team at the Harlow Bernabeu vs Tanys Dell
wearing our brand new kit! Blousey captained the green army for the first time after impressing in training
recently with her leadership skills and attitude.

The team have been training hard for months with Miss Cargill and were looking forward to bouncing back af-
ter a narrow defeat vs St Nicks in the cup.

The weather was great and many parents turned up to cheer the two feams on in the sunshine.

In the first half, both feams defended extremely well and chances were limited. We showed real tenacity to
deny Tanys Dell any real clear cut opportunities. The half time score was 0-0.

The half time team talk was very positive and in the second half we played with lots of composure and created
some really good chances. Keziah managed to run past the defenders and hit a powerful shot down the middle,
forcing the Tanys Dell goalkeeper into a good save. Amelia in year 6 has a brilliant throw in, which caused lots
of problems in the opposition defence. Tilly was so close to opening the scoring at the back post but her
excellent side footed effort went narrowly wide.

In the final minute of the game a fantastic long range strike from the Tanys Dell striker was saved superbly
by our goalkeeper Gracie. The resulting corner was cleared and the full time whistle followed shortly after.

Final score - Holy Cross O Tanys Dell O - The first time this year that a Holy Cross team have managed to
keep a clean sheet.

Miss Cargill was delighted with the performance, both individually and collectively. There was clear progress
from September, when we had played against Hare Street, in terms of skill level and feamwork. Well done
girls!

Congratulations to;

Gracie (super handling and saves)

Aoife, Amelia (year 5), Tawana and Tilly (great positioning and tackling)
Kiera, Kodie, Amelia (year 6) (awesome passing and key blocks)

Keziah and Blousey (intelligent runs and excellent dribbling)
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The Words of Pope Leo XIV

Entrusting ourselves to God's will brings joy and profound serenity. A life given
to God is a happy life, but its of fering must be renewed each day through
prayer, the sacraments, and time spent with the brothers and sisters whom the
Lord places along our path.




Hampton Court Trip

Yesterday, Year 4 went on our school trip to Hampton Court Palace. We took part in 2 great sessions, King
Henry's Court where we learnt about the hierarchy of the people who lived and worked in the Palace as well as
exploring some of the rooms inside the Palace including the Great Hall. Our other session was Tudor Kitchens
where we explored the kitchens, looking at the five massive fireplaces where they roasted all of the meats
and investigated which fruits, vegetables and other foods were eaten
back in the Tudor times - we were all very shocked to find out that they
ate pasta but not potatoes! We all had a fantastic day, the children asked
some great questions and the weather was beautiful meaning we got to
eat outside whilst enjoying the grounds.
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Times Tables Rockstars

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week.

Hedgehogs: Eduard Squirrels: Reuel
Badgers: Basil Foxes: Nihin
Hares: Grace Rabbits:  Gabriella
Kingfishers: Elsie Robins: Hayley

Eagles: Kenna-Kah Owls: Diana
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FOUNDATION

tis Voice. Their Fudure

Giona’s Voice Foundation was
created in memory of a young
life lost too soon, aiming to
support youth mental health
and providing hope for

a brighter future.

IN MEMORY OF A YOUNG LIFE LOST TOO SOON,
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Luke Kimmins are climbing Snowdon
: d his friend to raise money for thus
Q) an IS Triends important charity.

Ashton and Ella They are doing & together
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2 Qur Mission

SUPPORT EMPOWER
Provide resources, programs Create safe spaces where
and support for young people young people feel heard,
facing mental health challenges. valued and understood.

B W‘M‘m‘ e () DONATE
REAL DIFFEPENCE B o SHARE

to honor Giona’s memory
: and help give hope
in helping young people ? to a brighter tomorrow.
feel heard and supported < \ a

Raise awareness, reduce stigma
and help prevent struggles in
our communities.

gofund.me/022fc5dc7

Togd’/wr we can make sure Their veices are heard. Q?

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KINDNESS AND SUPPORT.
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£20.26 IN 2026¢

HOW? However you like!
Whether that's...

Something sporty? A sponsored swim, bike-ride, walk, run, skip,
goals scored, climb or even bounce
Something crafty? Sell your artwork, crafts or cakes
Something helpful? Helping with some chores or a litter pick up
Or even a sponsored read-a-thon or month with no sweets!
Whatever you want!

Money can be paid on line at Holy Cross School PTA a/c: 66911260,
s/c: 30-90-91 or cash or card payments can be handed in at the office. Please
let your teacher know when you achieve your goal so that this can be
celebrated.

£20.26 is not compulsory, all donations under or over
£20.26 are welcome, just give yourself a challenge
and have fun!



Butterflies 93%

ATTENDANCE

MATTERS -

Congratulations to this week's winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,
Grasshoppers achieving 99% attendance. The winners of this week's KS2

Attendance Award are Kingfishers also attaining 99% attendance. Well
done! Badgers

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless they
are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and
makes a huge difference to your child's learning. The gates open at
8:30am until 8.55am.

It is essential you notify us of your child's absence by 9am either . 7
by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on every :
day of absence. We need full details of why your child is unable

to attend school. We are frequently having to contact parents, to
find out why their child is absent from school. If you do not notify
us of the reason for your child’'s absence it may not be authorised.

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the additional absence to be authorised.
Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational
Welfare Officer.

/Gospel Value Awards

Peace
tranquillity, quiet, reflective, grateful

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. Not as the world |
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither #
let them be afraid” John 14:27

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.

Butterflies: Ronnie Ladybirds: Leo-Anne
Dragonflies: Emily Grasshoppers:  Dani
Hedgehogs: Marco Squirrels: Lexi
Badgers: Eliza Foxes: Samuel
Hares: Olivia Rabbits: Elliott
Kingfishers: Maisie Robins: Enoch

Eagles: Anayah Owls: Filip




COURSE TITLE VENUE STARTDATE | START | 20
:ﬁéﬁ»ﬁmf:ﬁs ONLINE LIVE 0160;2‘.:_2)26 09:30 | m30
A%;:ggffrls Eﬁgg; ONLINE LIVE og %’gé 19:00 | 2r00
" gigﬁfsé'i?%%ﬁs” ONLINE LIVE 0(62/3;5’:{:’?;6 18:00 | 20:00
FEMARASHOANGER 1N ONLINE LIVE 0(62/3/5’:{:,?;6 10:00 | 12:00
R SEND Chtto. | ONLINELIVE 0(72/ 3%:,?52)6 19:00 | 2100
L Néﬁlﬂ)il?: cERIN ONLINE LIVE 0(72/ 3%::?;6 19:00 | 2100

If you would like to enrol on to a FREE course

please Visit our website aclessex.com and type the

course title in the ‘Find a course..’ box

aclessex.com

A

Essex County Council




COURSE TITLE VENUE STARTDATE | START [ END

FL MANAGING ANGER IN 08/05/2026
YOUNG PEOPLE ONLINELIVE | (2weeks) | 13:00 | 15:00
FL RAISING GIRLS ONLINELIVE | ! Z,o;‘/_,i%f 09:30 | 130
el UNDEﬁz?ZSZ’f AUTISM | ONLINE LIVE ’govfgf(’f)‘ 09:45 | 1145
fL UNgZ’fgg{,’D'NG ONLINE LIVE 'g 3;55/:,(0;6 09:00 | 100
H Mﬁgﬁgg"&g’;ﬁ” N1 onuneLve |2 '{/Iovslngé 1900 | 2100
FL FUSSY EATERS ONLINE LIVE 2’(10“’/5222)26 13:00 15:00
FL ZONES OF REGULATION ONLINE LIVE 2’{/10“5/222)26 09:30 11:30

If you would like to enrol on to a FREE course

please Visit our website aclessex.com and type the

course title in the ‘Find a course... box

<

aclessex.com

Essex County Council




= "] SHARING SUNDAY’S GOSPEL
(01:3v)1 -] WITH PARENTS & FAMILIES
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Dear Parents and Carers, Wednesday 22" April 2026

This Sunday is traditionally known as ‘Good Shepherd Today, Jesus can lead us and our children through
Sunday’. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who leads us infto  the Church, through prayer and through the lives
the joys of efernal life. of people who show us how to live in a way that
pleases God. He is the patient shepherd who never

Part of a shepherd'’s job is to look after the sheep and :
gives up oh us.

help them to stay safe. When we let Jesus lead us,
Just as a shepherd leads his sheep, he helps us to make  Enjoy a very special time together exploring this
the right choices and fills our lives with goodness and Sunday’s Gospel and this Wednesday’s word,
holiness. All we need to do is to follow him. which is FOLLOW.

Do ttenry Uansbrough

LD RGN “It is for each of us to learn the path b i i
. y which Jesus requires
the Sainis RV w7/ him, and to follow in that path.” st katharine Drexel

'and a Co
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THE GOSPEL IN CHURCH
Sunday 26" April 2026

Jesus said, "I tell you most solemnly,

anyohe who does not enter the sheepfold

through the gate, but gets in some other

way is a thief and a brigand. The one who

enters through the gate is the shepherd

of the flock. When the shepherd has
brought out his flock, he goes ahead of them, and
the sheep follow because they know his voice. They
never follow a stranger, but run away from him:
they do nhot recognise the voice of strangers.”
The disciples failed to understand what Jesus
meant. So Jesus spoke to them again: "I tell you
most solemnly, | am the gate of the sheepfold.
All others who have come are thieves and brigands;
but the sheep took ho notice of them. | am the
gate. Anyone who enters through me will be safe:
they will go freely in and out and be sure of finding
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. But | have come so that they may have life
and have it to the full.”

Adapted from John 10:1-10
The Y Sunday of Easter, Year A

Getting to know Jesus makes life joyful.
: . Learn more about this Sunday’s Gospel in your
~ # local Parish Church: all are very warmly invited.

Artwork © The Wednesday Word: Imprimatis +Marcds Stock, BisHoR

When we really know Jesus and how much he loves us, it’s natural to want to
follow him. By following Jesus, we too can help others to know and love God
- to experience the fullness of life, to live in God’s love - here and now!

SPREAD THE WORD and bring GOOD NEWS to your friends by sharing THE WEDNESDAY WORD M (0)( (X =




Good News for Families
T& GETHER TIME +=5

Jesus told a parable to his disciples to help them understand that he was the Good

Shepherd who they should follow, but they did not understand. So Jesus said, "I

am the gate of the sheepfold. Anyone who enters through me will be safe: they : Py
will go freely in and out and be sure of finding pasture. Whoever tries to climb into — &l
the sheepfold some other way is a thief and a robber who wants to steal and kill. T - M S
But | have come so that everyone can have the fullness of life.” Sunday Gospel Gallery

Who does Jesus want us to follow? Look at this Sunday’s Gospel
picture. What can you see?
Which word or words stood out for you in this Sunday’s Gospel, and why? Spend a few [ JUR=RTE0R =X LW % Lot

relaxing moments pondering the picture together. Share any thoughts before moving on. it make you think about?

“To follow Jesus means to share his merciful love for
every human being.” pope francis (Pope from 2013-2025)

We can follow Jesus in the simple things we do in our lives every day,
Ask your child if they know what ‘to follow someone’ means. Who and make life betfer for all the famiy and everyone around us. How can we
impresses them? Who sefs them a good example which they would follow Jesus the Good Shepherd this week? Perhaps we can: be kind and
like fo follow? How has that person made life better for your child, contact a friend o see how they are doing at this time; go out of our way
for someone else or for the community? It may help your child if to help out at home; show others how to do the right thing and avoid
you can talk about a person whose example you follow, or have what is wrong; listen carefully to wise and good people; show our
followed. gratitude to all those who teach and lead us through life.

3 . Dear Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd who knows vs by name and guides
¥ us through life. Please help us to hear your voice and follow you always. Amen.
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Cross out the letters i Kk #in the jumbled words below to find 4 real words.

hitakve Jeksutis futillnekss kevertyonie -Vi. =k
_____ come so that ‘I)fs ’ » : :
__ can have the £ of life.” \ '

There may be times when we have to stop doing certain things to Pyg— s ‘
follow Jesus - rather than “following the ' i it fack . @ This week 1 will fry my best fo...
Let’s try to follow Jesus this week by leaving behind anything which l

we know is hot right and then try to do all the good we can. '

More about the Catholic Faith: wednesda ra & cbecew.ora Write 2 promise & diraw 2 big smile on Sy

Find and draw 3 differences, then colour the picture




Wednesday 22 April 2026 Weekly Prayer Custom The Parish Edition
wTHE & Preparing for the Mass of Sunday 26* April 2026
ORD The Fourth Sunday of Easter —John 10:1-10

Make the Sign of the Cross 1 and remain still for a minute of settling silence. Then read the

Rclax Gospel — preferably aloud and slowly — paying attention to any words that stand out to you.

Read This Sunday’s Gospel : THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in some

other way is a thief and a brigand. The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets
him in, the sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and leads them out. When he has brought out his flock,
he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because they know his voice. They never follow a stranger but run away from
him: they do not recognise the voice of strangers.” Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand what he meant
by telling it to them. So Jesus spoke to them again: ‘| tell you most solemnly, | am the gate of the sheepfold. All others who
have come are thieves and brigands; but the sheep took no notice of them. | am the gate. Anyone who enters through me
will be safe: he will go freely in and out and be sure of finding pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. |
have come so that they may have life and have it to the full.

Did any words or phrases stand out to you in the Gospel? If so, take a few moments to meditate on them.

Rened Now read the Gospel again and consider what the Lord might be saying to you, or asking of
you, through it. Then continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection...

In each year of the three-year cycle of readings this fourth Sunday of Easter is designated Good Shepherd Sunday,

with readings from the parable given in John 10. In the first two Sundays after Easter the meetings with the Risen Lord
are described, but after that the most important truth about the Risen Lord which the Church puts before us is that this
Jesus whom we encounter is the Good Shepherd. In the Old Testament God is the Shepherd of Israel, and indeed in the
neighbouring pastoral nations too the protective deity of the nation is commonly called their ‘Shepherd’. As the pastoral
ancient world well knew, the duty of shepherds is to care devotedly for the sheep, with no regard to the personal cost to
themselves. Ezekiel repeatedly castigates the recent leaders of Israel for their failure to care for the sheep and for managing
the flock for their own personal advantage. It is especially striking that in all four gospels the divine title of Shepherd is
transferred from God to Jesus himself, at least implying not only that Jesus is the perfect shepherd, but also that he is the
incarnation of that divine Shepherd, fulfilling the duties which had hitherto been credited to the God of Israel alone. By his

selfless generosity Jesus is the model for all rulers and leaders of nations. What does it mean to you to describe Jesus as
the Good Shepherd? Who is your special guide in life and why?

Dom Henty Wansbrough OSE

RGS"’ Now call to mind the Lord’s love for you, remembering that through this scripture the Lord
is truly present. Then silently and prayerfully listen for God's voice and rest in God's love.

Respond Thank God for any insight you may have received, and respond by asking the Holy Spirit

to bless you with a spiritual gift or help you to grow in a particular fruit of the Spirit.

& You might pray for wisdom, courage, faithfulness, self-control, patience, generosity, joy, kindness,
Req_UQS" love, peace, faith, chastity - or another grace - to help you live out your faith this week.

Remember This Wednesdally s wc'>rd for our f.a'mllles is FOLLOW
(To see the Family Version, please visit: wednesdayword.org)
As you pray for your loved ones, please remember to pray for the Church and for the families connected to our schools.

St Joseph, Patron Saint of Families and Protector of the Church, pray for us. Mary, Star of Evangelisation, pray for us. Glory be to
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



Wednesday
Word Plus +

If you'd like to spend more prayerful time with God through the First and Second Readings, follow
the same process for praying with the Gospel (overleaf). Gently place the First or Second Reading and
Fr Henry's reflection into that same prayerful rhythm for more fruitful meditation with God’s Word.

First Reading: The Firsf Conversions

Acts of the Apostles 2:14.36-41

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and
addressed the crowd with a loud voice: ‘The whole House of
Israel can be certain that God has made this Jesus whom you
crucified both Lord and Christ.’ Hearing this, they were cut to
the heart and said to Peter and the apostles, 'What must we
do, brothers?' ‘You must repent,’ Peter answered, ‘and every
one of you must be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. The promise that was made is for you and your
children and for all those who are far away, for all those whom
the Lord our God will call to himself.' He spoke to them for
a long time using many arguments, and he urged them, 'Save
yourselves from this perverse generation.’ They were convinced
by his arguments, and they accepted what he said and were
baptised. That very day about three thousand were added to
their number.

Last Sunday we heard Peter’s explanation of the Resurrection as the
fulfilment of God's plan which had been outlined in the scriptures.

Now we hear the practical consequences: baptism to wash away sin
and reception of the Holy Spirit (like Christ at his own baptism). From
the very beginning Luke shows that baptism and the promises are
for all people, not just for the Jews. All are welcome into Christ's
company. But we must first understand what Peter (and before him
Jesus and even John the Baptist) meant by repentance’. It is not a
doleful moping over sin. It is a change of life, a complete change
of our scale of values. The Greek word for repentance’ means a
changed mind-set. The corresponding Hebrew word means tuming
round and going in the opposite direction. ‘Repentance’, then, is a
serious business, not to be undertaken lightly. Careful scrutiny reveals
that we may well have unswept corners where the old standards
remain lurking, breeding and reproducing. The Christian is baptised
into Christ and into Christ's death in order to rise to new life with
Christ, but even St Paul acknowledges that we remain caught up in
doing the evil we want to avoid.

Is it possible to take on Christ’s life and yet to sin? What helps
us in our daily lives to repent and turn to face Christ?

Second Reading: The Example of Christ

1 Peter 2:20-25

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment patiently
when you are punished after doing your duty. This, in fact, is
what you were called to do, because Christ suffered for you
and left an example for you to follow the way he took. He had
not done anything wrong, and there had been no perjury in
his mouth. He was insulted and did not retaliate with insults;
when he was tortured he made no threats but he put his trust
in the righteous judge. He was bearing our faults in his own
body on the cross, so that we might die to our faults and live
for holiness; through his wounds you have been healed. You
had gone astray like sheep but now you have come back to the
shepherd and guardian of your souls.

One of the most striking things about this passage is that it is
addressed primarily to slaves, exhorting them to bear with the harsh
treatment of their masters after the model of Jesus’ own acceptance
of harsh treatment. What is staggering for us is that the author does

not in the least question the institution of slavery nor sees injustice in
that savage treatment which slaves tended to receive. It was not for
a millennium and a half that the treatment of slaves and indeed the
institution of slavery itself were seen to be incompatible with Christ's
teaching on the equal dignity and limitless value of every individual
human being. As Pope Benedict pointed out on his visit to Britain
in 2010, the extension of this important principle of social justice to
slaves is due to the work of Christian political movements in Britain.
However, another principle underpinning our reading remains - that
we all suffer to a greater or lesser degree, and that our suffering
offers a priceless opportunity to draw close to the suffering Christ,
and consciously to share in his redemptive suffering. Nor must the
suffering of others in union with Christ be neglected. It is easy to
despise the poorer and more neglected members of society, and
to forget that, by their very disadvantages, they can be the chosen
favourites of the Lord. How easy is it to follow the example of the
suffering Christ?

The Wednesday Word: Connecting Home, School and Parish through the Word of God

The Wednesday Word ™® Copyright 2026. A registered Charity ih England and Wales No.1125628 and a Limited Company No. 06608122 wednesdayword.org



Happy Birthday this week to...

Albie, Michael, Melvin,
Javonte-Blu, Oliver, April, Basil,
Eduard & Freddie

Golden Awards

Butterflies:

Ladybirds:
Dragonflies:
Grasshoppers:
Hedgehogs:
Squirrels:
Badgers:
Foxes:
Hares:
Rabbits:
Kingfishers:
Robins:
Eagles:
Owls:

Leo and Vogue, for becoming more confident and wowing us with their phonics skills
this week.

Grace, for being a super helper at tidy up time.

Akirna, for settling in his new class and having a great first week.
Leo, for fantastic writing about his Easter holidays.

Adele, for super detailed writing.

Stephanie, for amazing phonics work!

Yohana, for always having a positive outlook on her learning.

Dilara, for being respectful when using the bible to read scripture.
Isabella, for settling in so well into Hares class.

Memphis, for actively participating in all lessons.

Atheaq, for her fantastic writing in R.E. this week—well done Athea!
Adam, for his amazing attitude about our new topic—Ancient Greece
Isabella, for showing determination and having a positive attitude tfowards maths.

Zofia, for a beautiful storyboard about The Encounter of Jesus.

Menu week 2

Diary Dates

Monday 27th April

* External club, fees apply

Year 5 swimming
(invited pupils only)

Year 6 booster
Year 1 booster

Mini Musicals club Years
1&2

Forest school
Years 1,2 ,34&4

* Cheerleading club

Football team training

Year 6 SATs + +i
15?%2) parent meeting x Karate - Years 2 & 3

Tuesday 28th April Wednesday 29th April Thursday 30th April Friday 1st May
Year 6 booster * Football club Cafod club Celebration assembly 14:15

Year 2 booster * Musical Theatre club

* Football club

* Karate - Years 4,5 & 6

WlShmg everyone a IOVCIY weekend. Please download our News & Events

App for dates for the year. Details
Mrs A Kerrell are available on the schools website
under News & Events at

% é : www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk




