
 

Newsletter 

1st May 2026 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for this week is Integrity. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
Today is the first day of May and we are now moving into the month of Mary, Our 
Lady. This is a month where we especially pray to Mary and ask for her love, help 
and support in our good times and our times of struggle and sadness. She is here 
to lift us up and to make us feel loved.  
 
Please join us in prayer this special month by praying The Rosary at home with 
your child. In school we will be having our special Coronation of Mary Liturgy on 
Thursday and we would love it if every child could bring a flower to school in the 
morning. This will allow us to create a beautiful carpet of flowers by Mary’s          
statue at the front of the school, as a sign of our devotion.  
 
We will be praying The Rosary every day at lunchtime and you may wish to follow this link so that you can share 
this at home together as a family: https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacred Heart of Mary we ask you to pray for us.  
 
 

 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful long weekend  
(Please remember that school is closed on Monday for the Bank Holiday)  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

  

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary


Sun Safety 

It has felt very warm today and the children have been outside much more this week. A reminder that now is 
the time for the children to bring a hat every day and have sun cream applied before they come to school in 
the morning. Children can bring a small named bottle in their bag but they must be able to apply it themselves, 
if they need to top up. Children can wear sunglasses to school but they must also be named and I would caution 
against anything expensive as they are very likely to get lost or broken. 

It is very important that your child has a refillable water bottle with them in school every day so that they 
can stay hydrated in the heat. 

 

Hair Accessories 

Please remember that all hair accessories and hair beads must be Holy Cross Colours. 

 

Summer Uniform 

We are now in summer so I ask that all children wear the Holy Cross summer uniform to school so that they 
are comfortable in the warmer weather. School uniform rules are available on this link: Uniform. 

 

Air Tags 

Please remember that Air Tags are not permitted on trips. We emailed you last week to explain the reason for 
this. 

 

May Procession 

On Thursday 7th May we will be celebrating the month of Mary, with a mass and a procession of flowers, each 
child will be given flowers to place in front of Mary. 

Please send flowers into school, with your child on Thursday morning. 

Cow Day  

Cow day will be on 21st May. CAFOD club are raising money to buy a Cow for a village in a poorer country. 
Dress up as a cow, cowboy or cowgirl or something cow related,  

 

  

   

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1258&type=pdf


Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Temidayo  Squirrels: Elijah       

   Badgers:  Autumn   Foxes: Olivier 

   Hares:  Luca   Rabbits: Myles     

   Kingfishers:  William   Robins: Medeina                                                   

   Eagles:     Owls:  Diana 

Panathlon Games 

Some children from key stage 1 and key stage 2 attended the Panathlon at            
Passmores. The children represented our school fabulously throughout the event. 
They showed great determination, teamwork and excellent  sportsmanship in every 
activity. We are incredibly proud of all the children who took part. They walked 
away victorious, with two of our teams bringing home the trophy for 1st place!  



 







Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,        
Grasshoppers achieving 97% attendance. The winners of this week’s KS2    
Attendance Award are Foxes and Kingfishers attaining 98% attendance. 
Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless they 
are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either 
by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on every 
day of absence. We need full details of why your child is unable 
to attend school. We are frequently having to contact parents, to 
find out why their child is absent from school. If you do not notify 
us of the reason for your child’s absence it may not be authorised.   

 

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the additional  absence to be authorised. 
Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational     
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies 96% 

Ladybirds 95% 

Dragonflies 96% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 96% 

Badgers 96% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 96% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 96% 

Owls 97% 

   Gospel Value Awards  

Gentleness        
 Softness, beauty, serenity, peacefulness 

‘’Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and           
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.’’ Matthew 11:29 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel  
values certificate this week.    

  Butterflies:  Darcie  Ladybirds:  Florence      
  Dragonflies: Isabel   Grasshoppers: Camron                                                            
  Hedgehogs:   Bekah      Squirrels:  Lilah                                          
  Badgers:  Arabella  Foxes:  Malachi      
  Hares:  Lillian   Rabbits:  Ama       
  Kingfishers:  River   Robins:  Albie       
  Eagles:  Vienna  Owls:   Emmanuella      



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 3 May, Fifth Sunday of Easter: John 14:1-12  

"Let not your hearts be troubled.”  

In Eastertide I sometimes feel unsure about how to move forwards. It can be hard to keep the good habits 

I've built during Lent and to stay close to God without the structure of the season.  

 

But just as Jesus comforts the disciples in this passage, I feel he also comforts me. He reminds us to trust 

him when things feel uncertain. He encourages us to keep doing his works. It shows me that my goals don't 

end with Easter, but they continue and grow. 

 

Because of this, the passage helps me to look at my path and the world around me differently. Jesus tells 

the disciples that his work will carry on through them, and that speaks to us now too. 

 

When I see conflict, injustice or fear in the news, I remember that God is still present in those places. 

With this, I'm encouraged to bring the peace and courage I've been practising throughout Lent into the 

everyday situations around me. In this way, the spirit of Lent becomes something steady in my daily life.  

Lord, 

help me to trust in you 

when my heart feels troubled. 

Guide me in your way each day. 

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

Entrusting ourselves to God’s will brings joy and profound serenity. A life given 
to God is a happy life, but its offering must be renewed each day through              
prayer, the sacraments, and time spent with the brothers and sisters whom the 
Lord places along our path.  











 

Menu week 2       Diary Dates      

Monday 4th  May 

Bank Holiday -              
school closed 

Tuesday 5th May 

Year 6 booster 

Year 6 SATs parent meeting 
15:30 

 

Wednesday 6th May 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

 

Jalynn, Elena, Ethan, Naya, 

Blousey, Luca, Damian,           
Anaya & Kenzo 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St David’s 

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Thursday 7th May 

May Procession 

Cafod club  

Year 2 booster 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Friday 8th  May 

* Musical Theatre club 

* External club, fees apply 

 Golden Awards 

Butterflies: Filip, for working hard to write words, forming the letters well. 

Ladybirds:  Holly, for settling in really well in Ladybirds class. 

Dragonflies: Ksawery, for working hard in his science learning.  

Grasshoppers: Milin, for excellent participation in class discussions. 

Hedgehogs: Justin, for excellent effort and concentration during our statistics topic. 

Squirrels:  Elijah, for fantastic work on telling the time. 

Badgers:  Chloe, for super artwork on the Road to Emmaus. 

Foxes:  Tilly, for her fantastic artwork on the Road to Emmaus.  

Hares:  Cristina, for a great effort writing an explanation text. 

Rabbits:  Antoni, for great participation during all lessons. 

Kingfishers: Tadhg, for his fantastic character description linked to myths and legends writing. 

Robins:  Hannah, for her excellent attitude in our P.E.  

Eagles:  Riley, for amazing R.E. work about doubting Thomas.  

Owls:   Caiden, for a lovely classroom Act of Worship about love.                                                                    


