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15th May 2026 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for this week is Love. Please reflect on this at 
home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
Yesterday, was the feast of The Ascension of Jesus into heaven. We heard how 
Jesus ascended and returned to God His Father with Jesus reassuring us that He 
would be with us always and not leave us alone. ‘I will not leave you orphans…’  We 
think of our Gospel Value this week: Love, and know that in the Gospels over 
these last week’s that Jesus is telling us of His deep and unending love for us.  
In the Gospel this weekend Jesus continues to tell us that although He is leaving 
the earth that He is not leaving us. We hear in the Gospel about the light of the 
Ascension, when Jesus gave to His disciples their mission to, ‘Go out into the 
whole world, proclaim the good news to all of creation.’ This is the Sunday           
between The Ascension and Pentecost, when Jesus sends us the gift of The Holy 
Spirit who will lead us and guide us to follow in His footsteps.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

First Holy Communion 

We would like to wish, all of the Year 3 children who are making their First Holy Communion tomorrow, A           
wonderful and blessed day. We pray that God’s love shines down upon you and blesses you on your special day. 

SATs Week 

Our Year 6 children have been incredible this week. They coped brilliantly with the challenges of the tests and 
showed such maturity in how they approached this week. At Holy Cross, the Year 6 SATs are a whole school 
matter and so many members of staff have supported the children this week and over the last years on their 
journey to this milestone. Whilst these tests are part and parcel of Year 6, we made sure the children were as 
well prepared emotionally and academically as possible. Thank you parents and families for all of your support. 



 

IOW Meeting 

Our Year 6 residential is now only 5 weeks away!  We will hold a meeting for parents and Year 6 children on 
Wednesday 20th May at 3.30pm when we will give out some very important information about the trip. If you 
can’t make this date and time we can send you the slides and I am always happy to chat to parents about the 
trip if you have any questions. 

 

MAY-Month of Devotion to Our Lady. 

In May we have special devotion to Our Lady and we will pray the Rosary every day with the children at 
lunchtime. On Wednesdays just after drop off and at 3pm before pick up I would like to invite parents and 
families to join with me in praying the Rosary during the month of May. 

You may also like to follow this link to access some resources for praying the Rosary together as a family: 

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary 

 

New Reception pupils 

I always look forward to this time of year with great excitement, as we welcome our new Reception children 
and their families for their initial first meetings and taster sessions. We can’t wait to meet you all as you join 
our Holy Cross family. 

 

Curriculum Leaflets 

The Curriculum Letters for this coming term are now available on the school website. Please follow this link: 
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=58 and find your child’s year group. They 
have also been emailed to you and are available on Seesaw and Tapestry. 

 

Save the Date 

We have some important events coming up that I would like to highlight in case you need to ask for some time 
off work. 

Sports Day and Picnic -This year we are planning a Sports Week with traditional races on the morning of the 
Wednesday 17th June. Reception and Key Stage one will start at 9.00am and Key Stage 2 at 10.30am. Parents 
and families are invited to come along and watch the races. At 12 noon we will then move onto our Family      
Picnic.   

In response to a question raised recently by a parent, we are looking into creating shade for the children on 
the morning of the races so that if it is very hot, the children can enjoy this safely and comfortably. 

Leavers Mass: This will be in the church this year and will take place on Thursday 16th July at 9:30am. This 
will be limited to our Year 6 parents or parents of children who are leaving our school. 

Important Dates: All the other important dates for the summer term can be found by following this link to 
our website: 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=3&pid=133&viewid=41 

 

Cow Day for Cafod 

We will be having our annual Cow Day this Thursday 21st May. We ask the children to come to school dressed 
in Cow themed wear and this is to raise money for Cafod. As parents and families know part of being a Catholic 
school is that we follow the Catholic Social Teaching principles which ask us to think of our neighbour when we 
can see every day but to also think of our neighbours who we cannot see in far away places. We ask that          
everyone brings in £1.00 and with this money we hope to be able to buy at least 1 cow for a village in Africa. 

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=58
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=3&pid=133&viewid=41


Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Bekah   Squirrels: Cameron-James   

   Badgers:  Oluwatobiloba  Foxes: Alexandra 

   Hares:  Hanley  Rabbits: Jan     

   Kingfishers:  Yohane  Robins: Freddie                                                   

   Eagles:   Margaret  Owls:  Diana 

 

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

Mary is the Mother of the whole Church. Everyone can turn to her with filial 
confidence, certain of being heard, protected, and loved.  

 

 





Extra half term class for children taking karate classes at Holy Cross 





Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,        
Grasshoppers achieving 97% attendance. The joint winners of this week’s 
KS2 Attendance Award are Foxes and Kingfishers attaining 98%           
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless they 
are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am     
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is 
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the  reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the      
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and 
medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational     
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies 96% 

Ladybirds 95% 

Dragonflies 95% 

Grasshoppers 97% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 96% 

Badgers 96% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 96% 

Rabbits 95% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 96% 

Owls 97% 

   Gospel Value Awards  

Integrity        
 fairness, equality, share for all 

‘’The Lord is gracious and merciful: patient and plenteous in mercy. The 
Lord is sweet to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.                                    
The Lord is just in all his ways: and holy in all his works.’’ Psalm 145: 8-9, 
17 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel  values certificate this week.    

  Butterflies:  Albert  Ladybirds:  Sienna      
  Dragonflies: Oliver   Grasshoppers: Anaya                                                            
  Hedgehogs:   Zakary     Squirrels:  Malique                                          
  Badgers:  Autumn   Foxes:  Oliwier      
  Hares:  Diona   Rabbits:  Zuzanna      
  Kingfishers:  Keziah  Robins:  Hayley      
  Eagles:  Amelia  Owls:   Zofia       











 

Menu week 2       Diary Dates      

Monday 18th  May 

Year 5  swimming 
(invited pupils only) 

Year 1 booster 

Mini Musicals club 
Years 1 & 2 

Forest school              
Years 1, 2 , 3 & 4 

* Cheerleading club 

Football team training 

Tuesday 19th May 

Years 4 & 5 reading zone 
09:00 

Wednesday 20th May 

Years 4 & 5 reading zone  
14:45 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

Isle of Wight Year 6 parent 
meeting 15:30 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

Luka, Mariella, Samantha,    

Reggie, Jude,   

Freya & Emily-Mia 

   

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St David’s 

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Thursday 21st May 

Cow day 

Years 4 & 5 reading zone 
09:00 

Cafod club  

Year 2 booster 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Friday 22nd May 

Inset day - school closed 

 

* External club, fees apply 

 Golden Awards 

Butterflies: Jaziel, for a fantastic effort with his spelling.  

Ladybirds:  Joel, for independent sentence writing. 

Dragonflies: Jude, for his excellent behaviour on our school trip.  

Grasshoppers: Anna, for showing great creativity in her artwork. 

Hedgehogs: Gracie, for amazing spellings and explanations in class. 

Squirrels:  Nojus, for great work on weight and capacity in maths. 

Badgers:  Ollie, for having a great week in class. 

Foxes:  Nihin, for her fantastic story writing in English.  

Hares:  Brielle, for writing a lovely persuasive brochure about Hampton Court Palace. 

Rabbits:  Jonny, for amazing work on his timetables. 

Kingfishers: Evan, for writing an amazing myth in English this week - well done. 

Robins:  Lucas, for his brilliant work about David Attenborough.  

Eagles:  Sofia, for having a positive attitude towards all lessons.  

Owls:   Liana, for an amazing all round attitude to her learning.                                                                    


