
 

Newsletter 

22nd May 2026 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for this week is Humility . Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
 
This Sunday is Pentecost Sunday and we are celebrating the birthday of the 
church. We hear that the disciples are waiting in a room and they have been wait-
ing for a long time-10 days. They show faith in what Jesus has told them-that He 
is going to send them something that will help them. On the 10th day the Holy 
Spirit comes and sits as a small tongue of flames on each of their heads. They 
are filled with the Holy Spirit and then go out to share the good news of God to 
everyone. Like the disciples we too are filled with the Holy Spirit and the spirit 
fills us, guides us when we’re not sure of the best path and helps us to follow in 
the footsteps of Jesus.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a peaceful and happy half term break .  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 



First Holy Communion 

What a wonderful 2 days we had celebrating with our First Holy Communion children. We are so proud of you. 
We are looking forward to our Going Forth Mass on Friday 12th June when we will celebrate these wonderful 
children together, as a school, on the feast of Corpus Christi.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nut Free School 

This is reminder that we are a nut free school. This means that packed lunches are not permitted to contain 
nuts or products containing nuts. This includes but is not limited to, peanut butter, hazelnut chocolate spread, 
biscuits, cereal bars and chocolate containing nuts.  

IOW Information 

Our Year 6 residential is now only a few weeks away as we go on Monday 22nd June. Thank you to parents and 
families who were able to make it along to the meeting this week. There was a lot of information to share as 
we take this residential very seriously; taking the children away for 5 days is a huge responsibility but some-
thing staff are very committed to and are looking forward to. 

We want all the children going to build memories that will last a lifetime. If you couldn’t attend we will be 
sending the power point slides out to everyone and I urge everyone to read (revisit) these please, so that you 
know what we need you to do, to best prepare your child for the trip. It is a tried and tested formulation so 
please support us and your child in being organised and clear about what is happening. We are of course happy 
to answer any questions you have about the trip. 

May-Month of Devotion to Our Lady. 

In May we have special devotion to Our Lady and we will pray the Rosary every day with the children at 
lunchtime. On Wednesdays just after drop off and at 3pm before pick up I would like to invite parents and 
families to join with me in praying the Rosary during the month of May. 

You may also like to follow this link to access some resources for praying the Rosary together as a family: 

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary 

Save the Date 

We have some important events coming up that I would like to highlight in case you need to ask for some time 
off work. 

Sports Day and Picnic -This year we are planning a Sports Week with traditional races on the morning of the 
Wednesday 17th June. Reception and Key Stage one will start at 9.00am and Key Stage 2 at 10.30am. Parents 
and families are invited to come along and watch the races. At 12 noon we will then move onto our Family      
Picnic.   

In response to a question raised recently by a parent, we are looking into creating shade for the children on 
the morning of the races so that if it is very hot, the children can enjoy this safely and comfortably. 

Leavers Mass: This will be in the church this year and will take place on Thursday 16th July at 9:30am. This 
will be limited to our Year 6 parents or parents of children who are leaving our school. 

Important Dates: All the other important dates for the summer term can be found by following this link to 
our website: 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=3&pid=133&viewid=41 

https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary
https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=3&pid=133&viewid=41


Year 1 



Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Olivia   Squirrels: Aiden   

   Badgers:  Chloe    Foxes: Salem 

   Hares:  Samantha  Rabbits: Flynn     

   Kingfishers:  Yohane  Robins: Blousey                                                   

 

The KS2 Girls took part in a Panathlon Football Skills Festival, held on Wednesday 20th May at Shooters, it 
was a fantastic celebration of determination, teamwork and sporting spirit. All of the girls who took part 
should be incredibly proud of their efforts throughout the event. 

 

The festival gave pupils the opportunity to develop and showcase a range of football skills through fun and 
engaging activities. Every participant demonstrated excellent enthusiasm, resilience and commitment, encour-
aging one another and working together brilliantly as a team. 

 

A special mention must go to the girls for their outstanding sportsmanship throughout the day. They showed 
respect, kindness and support towards both teammates and other schools, representing themselves and their 
school in a truly positive manner. 

 

Well done to everyone involved for making the festival such a successful and enjoyable event. The teamwork, 
confidence and positive attitudes on display were exceptional, and the girls should be very proud of their 
achievements. 









Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,        
Hedgehogs achieving 99% attendance. The winners of this week’s 
KS2 Attendance Award are Kingfishers, also attaining 99% attendance. 
Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless they 
are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and 
makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 
8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am     
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is 
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you do 
not notify us of the  reason for your child’s absence it may not be 
authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the      
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the form of prescriptions, antibiotics and 
medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with the Educational     
Welfare Officer. 

Butterflies 94% 

Ladybirds 92% 

Dragonflies 94% 

Grasshoppers 96% 

Hedgehogs 99% 

Squirrels 89% 

Badgers 90% 

Foxes 97% 

Hares 96% 

Rabbits 98% 

Kingfishers 99% 

Robins 92% 

Eagles 94% 

Owls 84% 

   Gospel Value Awards  

Compassion        
 kindness, patience, empathy, helpfulness 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe             
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
Colossians 3:12 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel  values certificate this week.    

  Butterflies:  Edward  Ladybirds:  Harper      
  Dragonflies: Ronan    Grasshoppers: P. J.                                                           
  Hedgehogs:   Charles     Squirrels:  Stephanie                                          
  Badgers:  Tobi    Foxes:  Nellie       
  Hares:  Isabella  Rabbits:  Olivia       
  Kingfishers:  Jaxon  Robins:  Eddie       
  Eagles:  Jack   Owls:   Freya       
                  



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 24 May, Pentecost: John 20:19-23  

“And with that he breathed on them and said, 'Receive the Holy Spirit.'"  

The disciples could not make sense of the apparent death of the Messiah, whom they had hoped would 

change the world. So they hid away behind locked doors. Fear was keeping them trapped: fear of             

retribution, fear of pain, fear of hurt. 

I wonder what keeps us behind locked doors? What fears keep our hearts and souls locked away? What will 

it take for us to break down those barriers to begin to live life to the full?  

For the apostles it was Jesus walking through a locked door and showing them the signs of the wounds in his 

hands and his side, the signs of the crucifixion.  

Not only was he present amongst them, but he also breathed life into them. His Holy Spirit gave them           

renewed strength, energy and purpose. His words, "as the Father sent me, I am sending you", commissioned 

them to carry on his work in the world. The work of building a just and fair world where all can peacefully 

but passionately enjoy life to the full. "Peace be with you," said Jesus. 

Can I allow myself to stand in his presence, to feel his breath upon me, to feel his peace invading me, a 

peace that passes all understanding?   

Holy Spirit, may I be filled with you. May your love, 

joy and peace pervade my being. May I feel revived 

to live my mission of sharing your love in my            

community, so that you peace may spread far and 

wide, bringing glory to you. Amen.  

 

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

In these days leading up to the Solemnity of Pentecost, as we prepare to relive 
the mystery the miracle of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the nascent 
Church, let us #PrayTogether to the Holy Spirit, Lord and Giver of life. May 
He grant us the gift of #ChristianUnity, bestow upon us enduring peace, and 
renew the face of the earth. 











 

Menu week 1         Diary Dates      

Monday 1st June 

Year 1 booster 

Mini Musicals club 
Years 1 & 2 

Forest school              
Years 1, 2 , 3 & 4 

* Cheerleading club 

Football team training 

Year 5 booster 

Tuesday 2nd June 

Years 3 reading zone 09:00 

Year 5  swimming (invited 
pupils only) 

Wednesday 3rd June 

Years 3 reading zone  14:45 

Year 6 National Measurement 
Programme 

* Football club  

* Karate - Years 2 & 3 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

Ana Christine, Mara, Malakai-Chase, 
Frankie & Jedidiah 

Happy Birthday in half term to…   

Dillon, Edie, Stephanie, Filip, Neave,  
Andriya, Charlotte, Christabel,           

Parker & Jayden 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Patrick’s 

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Thursday 4th June 

Years 3 reading zone 09:00 

Cafod club  

Year 2 booster 

* Football club          

* Karate - Years 4, 5 & 6 

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Friday 5th June 

Celebration Assembly 2 pm 

* Musical Theatre club 

* External club, fees apply 

 Golden Awards 

Butterflies: Santino, for a great understanding of odd and even numbers.  

Ladybirds:  Chimdalu, for her enthusiasm and work in Drawing club. 

Dragonflies: Halle, for her hard work and determination in all of her learning.  

Grasshoppers: Francesca, for always being a positive member of the class. 

Hedgehogs: Aminda, for producing a beautiful illustrated drawing of Pentecost. 

Squirrels:  Orlagh, for a lovely playscript including stage directions. 

Badgers:  Keizah, for always demonstration the Gospel Values every day. 

Foxes:  Arthur, for sharing his expert knowledge of Sir David Attenborough.  

Hares:  Kyren, for great effort in maths when learning about money. 

Rabbits:  Emilia, for working hard in all subjects. 

Kingfishers: Sarah, for her fantastic work in all lessons—Well done Sarah. 

Robins:  Mara, for her excellent R.E. work about Saint Francis.  

Eagles:  Eagles class, for coping with the SATs so well.  

Owls:   Owls class, for coping with the SATs so well.                                                                                


