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3rd July 2026 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for this week is Hope . Please reflect on this at 
home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
In the readings this Sunday we hear Jesus offer words of comfort and kindness. 
It is almost as if these words are written for us in school as we enter these last 
two weeks of the school year. It is very busy with lots of things still to do and 
enjoy. Next week we are really looking forward to International Week and of 
course the wonderful food festival on Friday.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a peaceful and happy weekend.  
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 

 Isle of Wight 2027 

We are looking forward to welcoming our Year 5 families to our first           
information evening for the Isle of Wight 2027. This will take place on Monday 
after school at 3.30pm. 

 

 

  



Extreme Temperatures 

We have had a few phone calls about the potential of high temperatures next week. We will let parents know 
as soon as possible if the forecast changes. At the moment temperatures are not forecast to be high enough 
to put our Extreme Weather Plan in place. 

 

Hot Weather 

It is set to be hot and sunny over these next 2 weeks. Children can wear our lightweight summer uniform (PE 
kit only on PE days) to keep cool. Please refer to the school website if you are unsure what this is. 

It is essential that your child has a hat, refillable water bottle and sun-cream (spray) with them every day so 
that they can keep safe in the sun. We will ask the children to seek as much shade as possible when they are 
outside at Break and Lunchtime. 

 

Uniform-Footwear 

Please remember that we have a strict uniform policy at Holy Cross. Trainers must only be worn on PE 
days and are not part of the normal school uniform. I am seeing lots of trainers and I would like to remind 
parents that children must be in school shoes please. 

 

Year 6 Leavers Play 

We are really looking forward to seeing our amazing Year 6 act and sing their hearts out in their Year 6        
production next week. The performances are on Monday 6th July at 6pm and Tuesday 7th July at 2pm. Please 
be sure to get a ticket from the office. 

 

Save the Date 

Leavers Mass: This will be in the church this year and will take place on Thursday 16th July at 9:30am. This 
will be limited to our Year 6 parents or parents of children who are leaving our school. 

All the other important dates for the summer term can be found by following this link to our website: 

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=3&pid=133&viewid=41 

  

   Gospel Value Awards  

Humility            
 trust and faith in our Lord God our    
Father 

‘’Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: for you are God 
my saviour’’ Psalm 24:4 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel  values certificate this week.    

  Butterflies:  Ayla   Ladybirds:  Grace       
  Dragonflies: Emily    Grasshoppers: Malakai                                                           
  Hedgehogs:   Holly     Squirrels:  Jude                                            
  Badgers:  Olivia   Foxes:  Noah       
  Hares:  Gerald  Rabbits:  Ava       
  Kingfishers:  Bali & Maya  Robins:  Blousey      
  Eagles:  Andriya   Owls:   Diana       

https://www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk/calendar/?calid=3&pid=133&viewid=41


Today Year 4 had their Egyptian Day and they all looked amazing dress up as Ancient Egyptians!  

The children took part in a range of different activities including; making the death mask of Tutankhamun, 
making a cartouche of their name in hieroglyphics (which will be shrunk in the oven and made into a keyring), 
research on the Gods and Goddesses from Ancient Egypt and sewing their own Egyptian collar.  

The children all had a great day and enjoyed all of the activities.   



Year 6 Retreat 

On Wednesday, our Year 6 pupils enjoyed a memorable Retreat hosted by Mr Hyde and the Year 12 students 
from St Mark's. Throughout the morning, the children took part in a range of fun team-building activities that 
encouraged cooperation, communication, and friendship. They also explored Pope Leo's encyclical Magnifica 
Humanitas, reflecting on the message that while technology is a valuable tool, people and human relationships 
are always more important than machines. 

The children also spent time learning about the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit, reflecting on how these 
guide us to live as faithful disciples of Christ. Through discussion and activities, they considered how qualities 
such as kindness, patience, wisdom, and self-control can help them in their daily lives and relationships with 
others. 

As part of the retreat, the children completed affirmation booklets, inviting their peers to write positive 
comments about one another, helping to build confidence and celebrate each individual's unique qualities. The 
current Head Boy and Head Girl also shared inspiring accounts of their own journeys into secondary school, 
offering reassurance and encouragement as our Year 6 pupils prepare for this exciting next step. The Year 12 
students were a real credit to St Mark's, demonstrating kindness, maturity, and leadership throughout the 
day, and proving to be outstanding role models for our Year 6 children. 

 

 

First Holy Communion 

  

The programme will begin on 5th September where pictures will be given out that 
will be needed for the programme, this will be every week. Enrolment is online 
through the Parish website. The cut-off date for this is 27th September. All 
work must be  completed before then. You and your child will be expected to        
attend Mass each week. There will be a meeting with Fr Bernard, Dn Tony and Dn 
Michael. Parents Meeting 8th January, the lesson will begin 22nd January, then 
February 27th, March 20th, March 26th, April 17th. The communion Mass will be 
in May. 





 



Butterflies 98% 

Ladybirds 97% 

Dragonflies 93% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 98% 

Squirrels 96% 

Badgers 100% 

Foxes 100% 

Hares 92% 

Rabbits 89% 

Kingfishers 94% 

Robins 94% 

Eagles 80% 

Owls 75% 

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

   Hedgehogs:  Kaleb   Squirrels: Zuriel   

   Badgers:  Keziah   Foxes: Malachi 

   Hares:  Raysa   Rabbits: Ava     

   Kingfishers:  Adrian  Robins: Hayley                                                  

   Eagles:  Kenna-Kah  Owls:   

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,        
Butterflies achieving 98% attendance. The joint winners of this 
week’s KS2 Attendance Award are Badgers and Foxes attaining a fan-
tastic 100% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open 
at 8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am     
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is 
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you 
do not notify us of the  reason for your child’s absence it may 
not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the      
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 5 July, Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Matthew 11:25-30  

“Come to me all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls."  

In this passage, Jesus invites us to come to him, promising rest for our souls, but what does this mean for 

us today? 

 

With all the suffering in the world, Jesus is offering to share the burdens of humanity. In the world today 

we can see war, conflict, and injustice, but we may ask: where is Christ in these, sharing the burden? 

 

Here, we may find Christ in the work done by CAFOD partners, walking alongside the communities they 

serve, demonstrating what hope looks like in the most challenging situations. For example, in Sudan where 

conflict rolls on, Church partners are providing food, safe water and vital support to families forced to flee 

their homes. 

 

In this passage, Jesus invites us to learn from him and to become lowly in heart. This means choosing to   

follow Christ in his service to others, wherever and whenever we can.   

Lord God, who sent your Son Jesus Christ to give rest to the heavy 

laden, grant respite to those who labour, food to those who hunger, 

and drink to those who thirst. Give us the grace to serve our   

neighbours as ourselves. We pray this in Jesus Christ's name, 

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

We are called to celebrate the Eucharist at the alter of the Lord, but 
also in daily life, where it is possible to live everything as an offering and 
an act of thanksgiving. 











 

Menu week 2             Diary Dates      

Monday 6th July 

Year 5 Isle of Wight 
parent meeting 

Mini Musicals club Years 
1 & 2 

Forest school              
Years 3 & 4 

* Cheerleading club 

Football team training 

Year 6 production -18:00 

Tuesday 7th July 

Year 6 swimming (invited 
pupils only) 

Year 6 Production - 14:00 

 

Wednesday 8th July 

Passport day 

Rock Steady concert - 14:00 

* Football club  

* Karate 

 

Happy Birthday this week to…   

Dior, Darcie, Olivia, Yohane, Athea, 
Zofia, Roman & Gabriel 

 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Patrick’s 

Please download our News & 
Events App for dates for the 
year. Details are available on 

the schools website under News 
& Events at www.holycross-

Thursday 9th July 

Year 5 to St Marks 

Cafod club  

* Football club          

* Karate  

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Friday 10th July 

International Food Festival - 
15:30 

 

* External club, fees apply 

Headteacher Award 

Archie, for being a kind and supportive friend 

Caiden, for helping Mrs Kerrell to remember all her things 

Golden Awards 

Butterflies: Elizabeth, for improved attitude and motivation in phonics and making great progress.  

Ladybirds:  Shania, for working independently during choosing time. 

Dragonflies: Maliyah, for trying really hard in her phonics learning.  

Grasshoppers: Luna, for always brightening everyone’s day. 

Hedgehogs: Micah, for always having a positive attitude to learning. 

Squirrels:  Tomas, for always being a kind and caring friend. 

Badgers:  Braven, for showing resilience and determination in Sports practise. 

Foxes:  Samuel, for writing a great poem about the seaside.  

Hares:  Stephanie, for great effort performing and writing a playscript for Shakespeare. 

Rabbits:  Gabriella, for always trying her best in all lessons. 

Kingfishers: Autumn, for her fantastic non-chronological report. 

   Joel, for his fantastic web page. 

   Tilly, for her wonderful work on Greek Day—Well done! 

   Gabriel, for his fantastic web page. 

Robins:  Poppy, for her excellent attitude during our Sports Day practise. 

Eagles:  Barry, for having a positive attitude towards learning.  

Owls:   Adaora, for always working hard and having a good attitude to learning.                                                      

International Week 


