
 

Newsletter 

11th September 2026 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Gentleness . Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
We have been reflecting on the importance of being together as a family as we 
complete our first full week of the new school year.  
 
It was wonderful to be together for our first Mass this afternoon, celebrating 
the Feast of Holy Cross. The children sang beautifully and the Year 6 children 
who were readers, read with confidence. Well done to everyone. I would like to 
share the beautiful reflection that was read out at the end of our Welcome Mass. 
 
One tree can start a forest, 
One sunbeam lights a room, 
One bird can herald spring, 
One smile begins a friendship, 
One handclasp lifts a soul, 
One star can guide a ship at sea, 
One candle wipes out darkness, 
One vote can change a nation, 
One laugh will lift sadness. 
 
One step must start each journey, 
One word must start each prayer, 
One hope will raise our spirits, 
One touch can show care, 
One voice can speak with wisdom, 
One heart can know what’s true, 
One life can make the difference, 
You see it’s up to you! 
Don’t forget how very important 
YOU ARE. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.   
 

Mrs Kerrell     



Clubs 

Teacher Clubs/ Year 6 Boosters will be starting on Monday 21st September and details will be sent out next 
week. Teacher Clubs/ Year 6 Boosters will run for 10 weeks. Mrs Slater will send notifications out if your child 
has applied to do a club and has a place-please don’t assume they have the place until it is confirmed.             
Remember that if your child is signing up for a club for the whole term that they must come to each session. 
Teacher Clubs/ Year 6 Boosters run in addition to our external provider clubs e.g. karate. 

Morning Drop Off 

We ask that all parents line up behind the cones every morning, to avoid congestion and to ensure that the  
children have a clear pathway through to the school at the start of their day.  A warm welcome to new           
Reception parents, dropping off for the first time on Monday. Please remember that you must remain on the 
playground with your child until the first whistle at 8.40am if your child is in Reception to Year 5 and these   
pupils must be accompanied to the playground each the morning.  Year 6 pupils may walk to and from school 
with written permission. 

Pick up at the end of the day 

This is always a very busy time of day at Holy Cross as we try to get nearly 800 people safely offsite. Please 
be courteous and patient. I kindly ask that you do not attempt a discussion with your child’s  teacher at this 
time as they are trying to safely dismiss their class. It is important that we maintain our safeguarding        
protocols. If you need to speak to your child’s class teacher, please wait until all the children have been          
dismissed and then have a conversation. Alternatively, you can send a message on Seesaw. 

SeeSaw 

All pupils have now been assigned to their new classes and logins given out. This is a very important way of  
communicating with you so if you cannot log on to SeeSaw please let the office know as soon as possible. 

Healthy Snack and Allergies 

As parents and Carers know, we have a healthy snack policy at Holy Cross. We are also following strict           
guidelines with regards to allergies.   Children may only bring fresh fruit and or vegetables to school for their 
snack and we would encourage parents to get reluctant fruit or vegetable eaters to enjoy these foods at home. 
This is in line with the Essex Healthy Schools guidance and Benedict’s Law. If your child does not have the   
correct snack they may be hungry in the middle of the morning as we will take it off them and send it home to 
you. Unfortunately, we do not have extra snack in school for Key Stage 2. Key Stage 1 pupils have access to a 
healthy snack through the government scheme. 

Uniform 

It has been good to see the children looking very smart in their school uniforms this week. At Holy Cross we 
have a distinct Winter and Summer uniform and these cannot be combined eg: a Polo Shirt must not be worn 
with trousers. Please remember that if your child is wearing the winter uniform and has a shirt or blouse that 
they must wear a tie. The winter uniform is also trousers not shorts.  
Hair accessories must be Holy Cross colours only so not pink, blue, purple or orange etc. 

Earrings and jewellery are not permitted and if your child is wearing clear, flat plastic spacers that they must 
be removed for PE. 

Important roles in school 

Well done to the children who have put themselves forward for all of the different roles in school including: 
House Captains, Sports Captains, Mini Vinnies, School Councillors, Eco Councillors, Chaplains and Cafod Club.  It 
is brilliant to see so many children involved and active in so many aspects of our Catholic School life and I am 
very proud of them. 

Year 6 Prefects 

All of our Year 6 pupils are being considered this half term, for the role of PREFECT at Holy Cross. It is            
important that our Year 6 pupils are the shining examples to the younger pupils and live out our Gospel Values 
in all aspects of school life. We hope to be able to award them all with their special badge in a special assembly 
before half term. Year 6 parents will be warmly invited to attend this assembly, on Friday 16th October at 
2.15pm. 

 



School News App 

Celebration Assembly 

We will have our first Celebration Assemblies of the year next Friday. Please look out for an in app message, 
on Arbor, to let you know if your child is receiving an award. 

Altar Servers 

We would like to encourage boys and girls who have made their First Holy Communion to become an Altar 
Server. This is an important role and privilege at Mass and a tradition at Holy Cross that our pupils have     
volunteered for this role. If you are interested please come and have a chat with me for more information. 

Temporary Accommodation 

We are mindful that some of our families are struggling in many ways with the difficulties of living and           
accommodation. If you find yourself in financial difficulties where you have lost your home and are in               
temporary accommodation, please talk to us and we will help in any way we can. Ms Dodd is on the gate 
Wednesdays-Fridays if you want to talk to her quietly and confidentially. 

CGP Books 

We would appreciate parents purchasing CGP Books so that children can access their homework. Purchasing 
the book means that everything can be kept together in one place and it is easy to see progress. The books are 
£4.00 each and can be purchased on Arbor on the School Shop section.  

Videos and Photographs 

We have noticed some parents taking videos and photos on the playground at pick up time. I kindly ask that 
parents do not do this please. You may accidently get other children in the video or photograph and you may 
not have permission to have an image of someone else’s child. 

Parent Code of Conduct 

We will be sending you our updated Parent Code of Conduct and kindly ask that you follow it please. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  















 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 13 September, Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 18:21-35  

“Should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?”  

We are often very good at spotting the faults of others and less good at recognising our own failings. In 

this passage it is Peter, who often misunderstands Jesus and will need forgiveness when he denies him, who 

is the one who asks how many times he must forgive. But we’re not perfect, we’re all too human. As Jesus 

says in the story of the woman caught in adultery: “Let him who is without sin among you be the first to 

throw a stone.”  

 

Sometimes it is not easy to forgive. We can bear grudges and bring up the fault again and again, but by so 

doing we imprison both ourselves and the wrongdoer and can find it difficult to move on. Forgiveness liber-

ates and gives both parties a fresh start.  

 

In our world today, many poorer countries are imprisoned by crippling debt like the debtors in the parable. 

Rather than using money to fund health and education they are forced to make debt repayments at extor-

tionate interest rates to private lenders. CAFOD is calling on the UK to use its presidency of the G20 to 

bring fast, fair and effective debt relief for countries in crisis so that they can be liberated from their 

burden and make a fresh start. 

God of mercy, forgive us our debts as we forgive those who are in 

debt to us. Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

Do not be afraid to sow without immediately seeing the fruits. The sowing      
belongs to you; the growth belongs to God. No gesture carried out in the name 
of Christ is useless.  











 

Menu week 1             Diary Dates      

Monday 14th July 

Year 6 swimming (invited 
pupils only) 

* Cheerleading club 

 

Tuesday 15th July 

* Multisports 

Meet the teacher  3:30 

Wednesday 16th July 

* Football club  

Happy Birthday since the beginning of term to…   

 Justin, Riley, Eden, Olivia, Halle, 
Arthur, Dylan, Sofia, Gracie, 

Ksawery, Jacob, Dominic,               
Abigail & Hudson 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St George’s 

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Butterflies  

Ladybirds  

Dragonflies 99% 

Grasshoppers 99% 

Hedgehogs 99% 

Squirrels 92% 

Badgers 99% 

Foxes 97% 

Hares 99% 

Rabbits 98% 

Kingfishers 99% 

Robins 93% 

Eagles 99% 

Owls 98% 

Thursday 17th July 

* Football club     

Karate       

Meet the teacher  3:30 

 

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Friday 18th July 

* Musical Theatre 

* External club, fees apply 

 

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,        
Dragonflies, Grasshoppers and Hedgehogs, who all achieved 99%    
attendance. The winners of this week’s KS2 Attendance Award are 
Badgers, Hares, Kingfishers and Owls, who also all attained 99%    
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open 
at 8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am     
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is 
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you 
do not notify us of the  reason for your child’s absence it may 
not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the      
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    


