
 

Newsletter 

18th September 2026 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Trust . Please reflect on this 
at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
We have a new Gospel Value! We have changed Justice to TRUST. Whilst Justice 
is an important aspect of our Catholic faith, we learn most about it through our 
Catholic Social Teaching Principles. TRUST is what we are called to have in God 
and to show this through our faith in him and how we follow in the footsteps of 
Jesus.  
 
I very much want our Holy Cross family to feel cocooned in the love that God has 
for us and to have complete Trust in him. How blessed we are to have God in our 
lives and to feel safe in the knowledge that he is looking after us; sharing in our 
joys and bearing us up in our challenges.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.   
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 

Anti-Discrimination and Racism Policy 

As we return to school each year we will be revisiting the importance of showing love and respect to everyone in 
our school and beyond. Each class have had a lesson this week about not using words or phrases which are        
hurtful or offensive to others and what is meant by a racist comment. We have also explained this in a whole 
school assembly, focusing on our school mission statement, ‘where everyone is welcome’. There is no place for 
discrimination in our school and the children have had explained to them the sanctions that will be put in place if 
they break this rule. I kindly ask that parents reinforce and explain this at home. 

 



Online Safety 

At the beginning of the school year our learning in Computing focuses on Online Safety for the first half term. 
It is of the utmost importance that our pupils know how to keep themselves safe online. Ms Dodd will be taking 
an Online Safety Assembly next week for the whole school to reinforce this message. We appreciate that it is 
also your priority to ensure your child knows how to be safe online and we are currently arranging a parent in-
formation evening. Please also see the information, later in the newsletter. 

Parking 

We are continuing to get complaints from local residents about parking in the area around our school. This  
includes blocking people’s driveways and unsafe parking on pavements. We were also informed last week that 
parents are not supervising their children properly and there is a real danger of an accident happening. Please 
park with consideration and respect for others and keep your children safe at all times. I also kindly ask  you 
to bear in mind that you are parents of our school and therefore represent our school in the local community. 
Your children are also witness to your behaviour and therefore I ask that you demonstrate our Gospel Values 
in how you engage with others-thank you. 

Parent Helpers 

We are excited to be registering for several sports events this term. We need to supervise the children at 
the events and this can have an impact on releasing staff to go with the children. We would be grateful to any 
parent or family member (perhaps a grandparent) who could volunteer their time to come with us to sports 
fixtures. If you are interested please speak to Mrs Slater. 

SeeSaw 

All pupils have now been assigned to their new classes and logins given out. This is a very important way of 
communicating with you so if you cannot Log on to SeeSaw please let the office know as soon as possible. 

Meet the Teacher 

Thank you to all parents and family members who were able to attend the meetings this week, it was great to 
see you and a pleasure to share important information. Next week we will be sending out the Year Group          
Curriculum Letters so that you will know what your child is learning about this term. 

Uniform 

At Holy Cross we have a distinct Winter and Summer uniform and these cannot be combined eg: a Polo Shirt 
must not be worn with trousers. Please remember that if your child is wearing the winter uniform and has a 
shirt or blouse that they must wear a tie. The winter uniform is also trousers not shorts.  
Hair accessories must be Holy Cross colours only so not pink, blue, purple or orange etc. 

Earrings and jewellery are not permitted and if your child is wearing clear, flat plastic spacers that they must 
be removed for PE. 

School Council and Eco Council 

We will be announcing the School Council and Eco Council Representatives on Monday in assembly. Mrs Kerrell 
will be running these this year and our first meetings will be next week. 

Altar Servers 

We would like to encourage boys and girls who have made their First Holy Communion to become an Altar 
Server. This is an important role and privilege at Mass and a tradition at Holy Cross that our children have 
volunteered for this role. If you are interested please come and have a chat with me for more information. 

CGP Books 

We would appreciate parents purchasing CGP Books so that children can access their homework. Purchasing 
the book means that everything can be kept together in one place and it is easy to see progress. The books are 
£4.00 each and can be purchased on  Arbor on the School Shop section. 

 

Year 6 are going visiting St Marks on Wednesday. They just need to bring a 
water bottle with them, as lunch will be provided.  The children will travel 
to and from by coach from Holy Cross, within school hours.  

Members of staff from St Marks will be attending Holy Cross, to meet with Year 6 parents.  

St Marks open evening is on Thursday 8th October 2026, 7.00pm – 9.00pm.  







 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Butterflies 99% 

Ladybirds 100% 

Dragonflies 97% 

Grasshoppers 99% 

Hedgehogs 95% 

Squirrels 96% 

Badgers 98% 

Foxes 97% 

Hares 97% 

Rabbits 99% 

Kingfishers 98% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 96% 

Owls 97% 

   Gospel Value Awards  

Simplicity            
 calm, uncomplicated, trust 

‘’And all who heard it were amazed 

at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in 
Her heart.’’ Luke 2:18-19  

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel  values certificate this week.    

  Dragonflies: Frankie   Grasshoppers: Rozelin                                                           
  Hedgehogs:   Ethan     Squirrels:  Jedidiah                                            
  Badgers:  Malique  Foxes:  Jedidiah      
  Hares:  Reginald  Rabbits:  Gwenda      
  Kingfishers:  Samantha  Robins:  Layla       
  Eagles:  Maya    Owls:   Sophia      
                  

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,        
Ladybirds, who achieved 100% attendance. The winners of this week’s 
KS2 Attendance Award are Rabbits, who attained 99% attendance. 
Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open 
at 8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am     
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is 
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you 
do not notify us of the  reason for your child’s absence it may 
not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the      
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 20 September, Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 20:1-16  

“You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you."  

Who decides what is fair or unjust? Pope Leo XIV reminds us that a truly just society recognises the      

dignity of every human life. Who was respected in this parable? Let's think about those labourers who 

found that the others had been paid as much as they had, even though they had toiled all day. Of course it 

didn't feel fair to them and we can probably identify with that. Yet they earned what they had been     

promised.  

Do we even spare a thought for the people who seem to have had it easier, but stood in the market square 

all day? They had the heat of the sun beating down on them, the despair of not getting a job or earning 

money to feed their families or simply stay alive, and the ignominy of not being chosen.  

Might we stop to think why they weren't chosen? Who are those today who find it hard to find work, or who 

work but are paid unjustly? What about the homeless on the street, those who don’t have access to basic 

hygiene, fresh clothing, or the means to prepare for job interviews? That really does not seem fair!  

Who decides what is fair and what we deserve? The answer is very clear in this parable: God loves us all. He 

wants the best for each of us and desires to be generous to us, while teaching us to be generous to one         

another. We thank God for all who are working tirelessly to end poverty and injustice, and to create a world 

where the dignity of everyone is protected and all are treated fairly.  

We thank you, just and merciful God, that you love each one of us 

unconditionally. We pray to put aside earthly perceptions of what is 

fair and tune into you, Lord, who shows us how to love each other 

generously and value each other’s dignity. Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

In the Gospel of the day (cf.Mt 18:21-35) Jesus reminds us that gift and forgiveness 
are the foundation of our existence. All things are given to us by God out of pure 
love, and none of us can claim to be perfect in responding to such goodness. For this 
reason, gratuitousness—which is the source of our existence—is also the best rule 
for our life together.  











 

Menu week 2             Diary Dates      

Monday 21st July 

Year 6 swimming (invited 
pupils only) 

* Cheerleading club 

 

Tuesday 22nd July 

* Multisports 

 

Wednesday 23rd July 

* Football club  

Year 6 to St Marks 

St Marks, Year 6 to Year 7 
transition parent meeting  
14:30 

Happy Birthday since the beginning of term to…   

 Jax, Nellie, Phoebe, Liora,  

 Lydia & Lemuel 

 

 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St George’s 

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Thursday 24th July 

* Football club     

Karate       

 

 

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Friday 25th July 

Reception parents phonics 
meeting  

Celebration assembly 14:15 

* Musical Theatre 

* External club, fees apply 

Golden Awards 

 

Dragonflies: Anne, for being so helpful towards all the adults and children.  

Grasshoppers: Omemma, for her amazing effort in writing this week. 

Hedgehogs: Camron, for excellent effort in writing. 

Squirrels:  Azari, for having a mature approach to starting Year 2. 

Badgers:  Cameron-James, for a fantastic start to Year 3. 

Foxes:  Marcel, for his fantastic writing in English.  

Hares:  Eliza, for great work in maths. 

Rabbits:  Alice, for being a great role model in our class. 

Kingfishers: Cristina, for showing great enthusiasm for learning. 

Robins:  Zuzanna, for her incredible science work about the Earth. 

Eagles:  Tadgh, for settling into Year 6 well and having a great attitude to his work. 

Owls:   Afi, for writing a fantastic homily about the second account of Creation.                                                    

 


