
 

Newsletter 

2nd October 2026 

  
GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Compassion . Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
The Gospel this weekend is a story of warning. Jesus tells the story of tenants in 
a vineyard who refuse to share the profits from the vines with the owner. They 
behave in a terrible way towards the people that the owner sends to collect the 
profits. When he sends his son, the tenants kill his son. They are not prepared to 
share the profits of the vines with anyone.  
 
The message for us all is that we all can share in the fruits of our school but we 
must be prepared to follow Jesus’ example and follow in His footsteps through 
living out our Gospel Values and Catholic Social Teaching principles. It is important 
to show love, kindness and compassion to everyone around us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.   
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Lockdown Procedures 

We are required to run lockdown drills throughout the school year. It would be an unusual circumstance to have 
to place the school into a lockdown, but we need to be prepared for every eventuality as part of safeguarding 
our pupils. The children will have an assembly to explain what will happen when we have the lockdown practise on 
Tuesday morning. We will use the scenario that a horse has escaped onto the field and we will do everything to 
minimize any worry or upset to the children. 

Macmillan Cake Sale 

Well done everybody. We raised £110 for Macmillan Cancer Support. Please support us on our next fundraising 
event on 22nd October where everyone is welcome to wear pink for breast cancer awareness. 

 



 

Secondary School Applications for September 2026 - Reminder 

St Marks open evening is on Thursday 8th October 2026, 7.00pm – 
9.00pm. 

The closing date for applications is 31st October 2026. Any applications made after this date will be treated 
as late applications and will only be allocated once all other applications have been processed.  Applications can 
be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.  

Parents applying for St Mark’s must also complete and return the gold Supplementary Information Form. 
This is in the pack sent home, previously, following Year 6’s visit to St Mark’s.  

 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions




http://www.essex.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools/fre-school-meals/apply-free-school-meals














Butterflies 99% 

Ladybirds 97% 

Dragonflies 93% 

Grasshoppers 86% 

Hedgehogs 98% 

Squirrels 98% 

Badgers 100% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 94% 

Rabbits 100% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 96% 

Eagles 95% 

Owls 97% 

   Gospel Value Awards  

Trust            
 Faith, belief, follow, mindfullness 

‘’The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?       
There is on thing I ask of the Lord. To live in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life. Wait for the Lord; be strong and trust in Him. Psalm 27:1, 1, 13– 14   

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel  values certificate this week.    

  Dragonflies: Edward   Grasshoppers: Florence                                                           
  Hedgehogs:   Abdul     Squirrels:  Mario                                            
  Badgers:  Emily-Mia  Foxes:  Zakary       
  Hares:  Yohanna  Rabbits:  Mina       
  Kingfishers:  Lottie  Robins:  Aidan       
  Eagles:  Bali    Owls:   Tawana      
                  

                

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award,        
Butterflies, who achieved 99% attendance. The winners of this 
week’s KS2 Attendance Award are Badgers and Rabbits, who both  
attained an amazing 100% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so            
important and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The 
gates open at 8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am     
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is 
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you 
do not notify us of the  reason for your child’s absence it may 
not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the      
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational  Welfare Officer. 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 4 October, Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time: Matthew 21:33-43 

 

“He will… let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their sea-

sons"  

Envy is like a poison which taints everything in our lives. In the parable, the landlord leases his new vineyard 

to tenants, but when the harvest comes, the tenants are envious of the landowner ’s wealth. They abuse the 

rent collectors and ultimately kill the heir to achieve their own ends. We, too, can be envious in many      

ways - of reputation, property, personality, talents, and even good looks.  

 

This poison can take root when we forget that we are all tenants here on earth, taking care of God ’s crea-

tion. We are called to share the fruits of our harvest, making sure we do not keep it all for ourselves. Yet, 

in today’s world of unbalanced wealth, so many people live on the edge of existence due to famine, war, and 

climate emergencies like devastating floods.  

 

In the parable, the heir is put to death, and we can recognise that Jesus is foretelling his own death as his 

popularity becomes the envy of the leading authorities. It is a warning for us today that the destruction of 

human life is often the result of unbridled desire. We must always be on our guard against envy. Our prayer 

should be for the wellbeing of all, finding contentment as caretakers of God's world while producing fruits 

of peace and plenty for all people.   

Dear God, you have given us so many good things to enjoy in our lives, 

give us generous hearts to share all that we possess with others so that 

our world will become a place for friendship, sharing and caring for all. 

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

The Gospel of Jesus does not lead to conflict, but always invites us to forgive. 
While    shedding light on the drama of history, it fosters fraternal concern.   
Encountering Christ opens the way to dialogue and prepares us for His peace, for 
it offers every man and woman the greatest promise, the one that fulfils our  
every desire, namely the promise of eternal life.   









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Menu week 2             Diary Dates      

Monday 5th October 

Year 6 swimming (invited 
pupils only) 

Year 6 boosters 

 

Tuesday 6th October 

* Multisports 

Year 6 boosters 

Wednesday 7th October 

Year 2 Great Fire of London 
workshop 

* Football club  

 

Happy Birthday since the beginning of term to…   

  

Teddie, Alexandra, Obaloluwa 

& Lexi 

 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Patrick’s 

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Thursday 8th October 

* Football club     

Karate       

 

 

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Friday 9th October 

Celebration assembly 14:15 

* Musical Theatre 

* External club, fees apply 

Golden Awards 

 

Dragonflies: Sienna, for coming in beautifully and settling quickly.  

Grasshoppers: Phoebe, for her fantastic writing this week! 

Hedgehogs: Dani, for a fantastic can do attitude in all areas of learning. 

Squirrels:  Isabel, for always trying her nest and supporting others. 

Badgers:  Lilah, for her excellent hard work in her writing. 

Foxes:  Chloe, for her fantastic R.E. work on St Kateri.  

Hares:  Gray, for a writing a great story in English. 

Rabbits:  Dilara, for showing great resilience in maths by always trying hard. 

Kingfishers: Dennis, for excellent use of vocabulary in writing. 

Robins:  Ava, for her terrific homework—maths and science. 

Eagles:  Elizabeth, for amazing R.E. work that is always beautifully presented. 

Owls:   Mara, for writing a fantastic setting description of the air raid.                                                           

 


