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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Humility. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
In the Gospel this weekend we are reminded that we are all special and unique, 
made in the image and likeness of God. We are reminded again of God’s love for us 
his children; a love that we must never doubt but stay true to and have strength 
in God’s loving embrace.  
 
Lord of all, remind me that I belong to you and help me to see your 
image in all my sisters and brothers. Trusting in your love and care, 
may I live a life of gratitude and generosity. In Jesus' name, Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful weekend.   
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

Year 6 Prefects 

A big well done to our Year 6 pupils who all  received their Prefect Badges in assembly on Friday. They are truly 
shining examples to the rest of the school and we are very proud of them. 

 



Harvest Celebration Assembly 

On Friday at 2pm we will have our traditional Harvest Celebration Assembly. All 
of the children will take part including our Reception children. They will bring in 
our Harvest Gifts and then stay for a few moments to sing a song before going 
back to class. As this is a special moment for our youngest pupils we would like to 
invite Reception parents only to attend the assembly. 

 

 

 

 

Wear it Pink Day 

On Thursday 22nd October we will have a Wear It Pink Day in aid of Breast 
Cancer Awareness. This disease has touched so many people in our lives and 
we would be so grateful to everyone who can support this fundraising event. 
If you can drop a £1 donation into our collection bucket we would be very               
grateful. 

 

School Uniform 

A reminder that accessories such as frilly socks, bangles, bracelets and coloured hair ties (not Holy Cross  
colours) are not part of school uniform. All hair accessories must be Holy Cross colours. A reminder that all 
jewellery, including earrings, is not allowed at Holy Cross.  It is very important that all parents ensure that 
their child is following our school uniform policy. 

 

PE Kit 

Please remember that our winter PE Kit is the school trackpants (or similar but not jogging bottoms).          
Wearing football skins under the  summer P.E. kit is not allowed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Change in the Weather 

There has been a significant change in the weather this week with wet days and colder mornings. Your child 
may still be wearing summer uniform but please be aware that we will all move as a school to Winter Uniform 
after half term. Girls may wear grey socks instead of grey socks as part of the winter uniform. 

 

Family Mass 

Unfortunately, we are unable to have the Family Mass on Saturday 7th November but we will let you know an 
alternative date soon. 

 

Altar Servers 

We would like to encourage boys and girls who have made their First Holy Communion to become an Altar 
Server. This is an important role and privilege at Mass and a tradition at Holy Cross that our children have 
volunteered for this role. If you are interested please come and have a chat with me for more information. 

  



Football Festivals 

Last Friday, our Lower Key Stage 2 boys took part in the fun football skills 
festival at Passmores. The team included: Hudson, Kweku, Harley, Malique 
and Cameron James. Assisted by Coach Jesse, the boys had a great morning 
where they drew their first game and won all of their others- they didn't 
even concede 1 goal! They represented the school very well and should be 
proud of themselves.   

Our Key Stage 1 boys and girls recently took part in a fantastic football 
tournament! The teams included Oliver, Jude, Kai, Luna, Ethan, Leo, Hartley, 
Azari, Vinnie and Blake. All the children played amazingly well, with one of 
our teams remaining undefeated throughout the tournament! A special shout 
out to Ethan for scoring an incredible three hat-tricks! Well done to all the  
children for scoring some fantastic goals, defending brilliantly and showing 
great teamwork. Everyone represented the school wonderfully, and we had a 
brilliant time. We are so proud of you all!  













Butterflies 95% 

Ladybirds 94% 

Dragonflies 91% 

Grasshoppers 95% 

Hedgehogs 98% 

Squirrels 92% 

Badgers 94% 

Foxes 98% 

Hares 92% 

Rabbits 97% 

Kingfishers 99% 

Robins 90% 

Eagles 96% 

Owls 98% 

   Gospel Value Awards  

Compassion            
 kindness, patience, empathy, helpfulness 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and           
patience. Colossians 3:12 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel  values certificate this week.    

  Dragonflies: Noah    Grasshoppers: Holly                                                           
  Hedgehogs:   Nate     Squirrels:  Jude                                           
  Badgers:  Jimmy  Foxes:  Micah        
  Hares:  Keziah  Rabbits:  Alex       
  Kingfishers:  Oba   Robins:  Memphis      
  Eagles:  Maisie   Owls:   Rosie       
                  

               

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, 
Hedgehogs, who achieved 98% attendance. The winners of this week’s 
KS2 Attendance Award are Kingfishers, who attained 99%           
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday,      
unless they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so     
important and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The 
gates open at 8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am     
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is 
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you 
do not notify us of the  reason for your child’s absence it may 
not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the      
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational  Welfare Officer. 



 

 

 

Based on the gospel for 18 October, Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Matthew 22:15-21   

“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."  

In asking if it is lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, the Pharisees and Herodians set a clever trap for Jesus. If 

Jesus supports the paying of the unpopular tax, he will be seen as supporting the oppressive Roman regime, 

especially problematic since the coin bears a graven image of the emperor, pictured as divine. If Jesus says 

it’s unlawful to pay the tax, he’ll put himself in jeopardy with the authorities.  

 

So, what does Jesus do? Significantly, he does not himself possess one of these coins, so he asks for one. 

The image and name inscribed there settle the question. "Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's," 

Jesus says and then adds, "and to God the things that are God's."  

 

The coin belongs to Caesar because it bears his stamped image so give him his metal back. But what belongs 

to God? We do! God's image is engraved on each human person and all we have is a gift from God. We cannot 

compartmentalise our lives, separating religion from politics or the sacred from secular. We are called to 

remember we belong to God and allow our faith to shape our politics, our work and our relationships.   

Lord of all, remind me that I belong to you and help me to see your image 

in all my sisters and brothers. Trusting in your love and care, may I live a 

life of gratitude and generosity. In Jesus' name, Amen.   

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

Peace is built in the heart and from the heart, by eliminating pride and                              
vindictiveness and carefully choosing our words.  









 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Menu week 2             Diary Dates   Harvest Collection 

Monday 19th October 

Reception and Year 6 
measurement programme 

Year 6 swimming (invited 
pupils only) 

Year 6 boosters 

 

 

Tuesday 20th October 

Reception and Year 6 
measurement programme 

Year 4 chocolate workshop 

* Multisports 

Year 6 boosters 

Wednesday 21st October 

* Football club  

 

Happy Birthday since the beginning of term to…   

Luca, Indila, Gray, Ronnie, 

Autumn, Nick, Elsie, 

Pauline & Gerald 

 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St Andrew’s 

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Thursday 22nd October 

Wear It Pink day - Bring £1 
for Breast Cancer Now charity  

* Football club     

Karate       

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Friday 23rd October 

Harvest Assembly 14:00 

* Musical Theatre 

* External club, fees apply 

Golden Awards 

 

Dragonflies: Aria, for writing super sentences in English.  

Grasshoppers: Harper, for her fantastic story writing—well done Harper. 

Hedgehogs: P.J. Prempeh, for excellent addition work, good concentration and focus. 

Squirrels:  Oliver, for always being a good friend and trying his best with everything. 

Badgers:  Mara for her positive attitude on our school trip. 

Foxes:  Kaleb, for his fantastic R.E. work on Laudato Si.  

Hares:  Yuvein, for great work in science. 

Rabbits:  Elissa, for great work in addition and subtraction in maths. 

Kingfishers: Hermione, for fantastic input in class discussions. 

Robins:  Lyla, for her wonderful R.E. work about our Catholic Social Teaching. 

Eagles:  Christabel, for always having an amazing attitude to learning and for fantastic  
   English work . 

Owls:   Nick, for writing a great piece of work using dialogue to advance a scene especially 
   focusing on punctuation.                                                                                                                                                       

 


