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GOSPEL VALUE: Our Gospel Value for next week is Humility. Please reflect on 
this at home with your child.   
 
Weekly Reflection 
 
In the Gospel this weekend a lawyer is testing Jesus: which of the Laws is the 
most important? Jesus’ reply is that we should love God with our whole being: 
heart, soul and mind.  As we stand for the Gospel and make the sign of the cross 
on our head, lips and heart, we strive to live out God’s Word in all that we say, do 
and are.  
 
Jesus’ second commandment also requires our total commitment, with no half 
measures.  We are called to love our neighbour as ourselves.  So, just as I would 
like to have enough to eat, have a roof over my head, live in safety and flourish, I 
should want the same for my neighbour, whoever and wherever they are.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful half term holiday. 
 

Mrs Kerrell     
Headteacher    

 

Harvest Celebration Assembly 

What a wonderful Harvest Celebration   
assembly we had today. We had joyful  
singing and wonderful presentations from 
our blended Year groups. This was such a 
wonderful opportunity for our younger  
children to work with their older role   
models. Of course, the stars of the show 
were our new Reception pupils who made 
their debut today. It was so wonderful to 
see you all in the church and listening to 
your fantastic singing. What incredible 
dancers you are too! 



  

Harvest Food Collection 

At this time of year we collect food which we can than take to the homeless charity in Harlow, Streets 2 
Homes. They are always very grateful for our school donation. If you have sent in food for our Harvest           
Collection, please know that you have made a huge difference. Ms Dodd and I will be going with our Head Boys 
and Head Girls to drop it all off after half term. 

 

Wear it Pink Day 

It was wonderful to have a sea of pink yesterday on what was a dark and dreary day. Thank you to everyone 
who supported this charity and I am delighted to tell you that we raised an amazing: £320. 

 

Winter School Uniform 

All children must be in Winter Uniform after Half Term please. Shorts and summer dresses should not be 
worn now. It is very important that the children come to school well wrapped up for the colder winter        
weather. 

A reminder that accessories such as frilly socks, bangles, bracelets and coloured hair ties (not Holy Cross  
colours) are not part of school uniform. All hair accessories must be Holy Cross colours. A reminder that all 
jewellery, including earrings, is not allowed at Holy Cross.  It is very important that all parents ensure that 
their child is following our school uniform policy. 

PE Kit 

Please remember that our winter PE Kit is the school trackpants (or similar but not jogging bottoms) 

 

Year 4 Chocolate Workshop 

Year 4 enjoyed an exciting chocolate workshop this week! They explored the history of chocolate, discovered 
where cocoa beans come from and learned how they are harvested and transformed into delicious chocolate 
bars. The children loved tasting a variety of flavoured chocolates and had great fun making their own              
chocolate truffles. It was a wonderful hands-on experience that combined learning with a little chocolatey 
indulgence!  

 

                                    

 

 









 







Butterflies 100% 

Ladybirds 95% 

Dragonflies 92% 

Grasshoppers 98% 

Hedgehogs 93% 

Squirrels 94% 

Badgers 94% 

Foxes 94% 

Hares 98% 

Rabbits 97% 

Kingfishers 97% 

Robins 93% 

Eagles 94% 

Owls 95% 

Congratulations to this week’s winners of the KS1 Attendance Award, 
Butterflies, who achieved 100% attendance. The winners of this 
week’s KS2 Attendance Award are Hares, who attained 99%           
attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless 
they are not well enough to attend. Attending school is so important 
and makes a huge difference to your child’s learning. The gates open 
at 8:30am until 8.55am.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am     
either by telephone or using the Arbor report absence option on 
every day of absence. We need full details of why your child is 
unable to attend school. We are frequently having to contact     
parents, to find out why their child is absent from school. If you 
do not notify us of the  reason for your child’s absence it may 
not be authorised.   

Absences over 3 days require supporting medical evidence, for the      
additional absence to be authorised. Medical evidence can take the 
form of prescriptions, antibiotics and medical appointments.    

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a 
meeting with the Educational  Welfare Officer. 

School News App 



 

 

Based on the gospel for 25 October, Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Matthew 22:34-40  

 

“Which is the great commandment?"  

A lawyer is testing Jesus: which of the 613 precepts in the Law is the most important? Jesus’ reply is that 

we should love God with our whole being: heart, soul and mind.  As we stand for the Gospel and make the 

sign of the cross on our head, lips and heart, we strive to live out God’s Word in all that we say, do and are.  

 

Jesus’ second commandment also requires our total commitment, with no half measures.  We are called to 

love our neighbour as ourselves.  So, just as I would like to have enough to eat, have a roof over my head, 

live in safety and flourish, I should want the same for my neighbour, whoever and wherever they are.  

 

I am struck by the term “commandment” together with “love”. God does not command what he does not al-

ready give. Our love of God and neighbour comes as a free response to having been first loved by God. God ’s 

superabundant love for me, witnessed in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus and also in all creation, 

flows into and through my being as the Spirit of love to be returned to God and spread through all God ’s 

creation.  

Spirit of God, flow through us and empower us in our worship of God and 

care for our neighbour. Amen   

The Words of Pope Leo XIV       

Prayer becomes effective when it reaches out to others. The charity 
born of the Holy Spirit is God’s love poured into our hearts: a love that 
takes shape in a commitment to life and service. This love must become 
the goal, the way, and the meaning of our lives. 











 

New menu week 1         Diary Dates      

Monday 2nd November 

Year 6 swimming (invited 
pupils only) 

Year 6 boosters 

 

 

Tuesday 3rd November 

Parent consultations 
09:00—12:30 

* Multisports 

Year 6 boosters 

Wednesday 4th November 

* Football club  

 

House Points 

Congratulations to the winning 
house this week, St David’s 

Please download our News & Events 
App for dates for the year. Details 
are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Happy Birthday this week to…   

Cameron James, Lillian, Cezar, Vinnie, Eliora, 
Amar, Dan, Krzysztof, J.J. & Alexander 

Happy Birthday in the half term holiday to…   

Nihiniolawa, Tiago, Benjamin, Rosie, Naomi, 
Luna, Yuvein, Lyla, Jaxon & Enoch 

Thursday 5th November 

Parent consultations  
15:30 - 19:00 

* Football club     

Karate       

 

 

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend. 

              Mrs A Kerrell   

Friday 6th November 

Year 6 visiting Potter 
Street War Memorial 

Celebration assembly 14:15 

* Musical Theatre 

* External club, fees apply 

 


