27th November 2020

Newsletter

Dear Parents
We begin our Christmas preparations in earnest next week as this weekend marks
the beginning of Advent, the four week period before Christmas day. It is a time
where we prepare ourselves to welcome Christ into our hearts and lives and to try
to truly live as he would ask us to. Please keep a look out for the usual Advent
Challenge which we will share on Its Learning for your children as this is a simple
way of organising your time productively and being truly prepared for Christmas.
Holy Cross Church live streaming of Mass
If you wish to log on to Mass for this Sunday, please follow the instructions below.
Please load Instagram and search for @holycrossharlow where you can attend live
Mass on Sunday at 9.30 am.
If you would like a copy of the parish newsletter and weekly reflection please email holycrossharlow@hotmail.com
Christmas Lunch
You will have received information regarding Christmas lunch for your
children. The lunch can be ordered on the day, by your child, with their
teacher.
Christmas Panto
We will all be enjoying a virtual Christmas Panto with hot chocolate,
marshmallows and popcorn on Thursday 17th December.
Year 3 Roman Day
Year 3 travelled back to Roman times. They met Boudicca who told them her
story, designed catapults, shields and mosaics for their masters, and tried
some Roman delicatessen at a Roman banquet. Thankyou to all involved for
making this such a memorable event.
Christmas Hamper Raffle
Virtual raffle tickets can be purchased for the staff’s luxury Christmas hamper via Parentmail. Tickets are priced
at 5 entries for £1. Tickets will be drawn on Friday 11th December. Good luck!

Gospel Values Awards
The Gospel Value this week is Integrity

Integrity - honesty, truth-telling –
“You will be brought before kings and governors
because of my name. This will give you an
opportunity to testify.” (21: 12-13) “Now you
Pharisees clean the outside of the cup” (11:39)
For next week’s Gospel Value we will be looking at
Simplicity

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week.
1D: Oliver Danel

1S:

Kwadwo Kwakye

2F: Jemie Kuttin

2HD: Jeremy Cox

3N: Darcie Bethell

3PT: Jeremiasz Seller

4A: Lilly Bergamini

4C:

Maja Owczarz

5G: Parvataa Muraleedharan

5S:

Ronel Sofuwa

6CN: Shane Sesay

6E:

Lemaya Adjaye-Kwofie

The winners of the KS1 Attendance Award are Ladybirds, for the fourth week in
a row, attaining 100% attendance. Well done! The winners of the KS2 Attendance
Award are 4A, for the third week running and 3PT, both achieving 99%. Well
done!
Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless they are not
well enough to attend. Familiarise yourself with the symptoms of Corona Virus.
There is no need to keep your child off with a common cold, if they are well
enough to come in. Please refer to the flow chart on the previous page.
Attending school is so important and makes a huge difference to your child’s
learning.

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either by
telephone or using the Parentmail report absence option. We need full
details of why your child is unable to attend school. We are
frequently having to contact parents, to find out why their child is
absent from school.
Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with
the Educational Welfare Officer.
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Christmas Cards
Each year group will have a post box and children can bring in cards for their
class or the other class in their year group. Cards need to be in the post box
by Friday 11th December they will then be quarantined and given out on
Wednesday 16th December.

Christmas Calendar of Events
Monday 7th December
Year 6 Advent Mass and Christingle (2pm) Children only
Tuesday 8th December
Reception Prayer service and Christingle (9.30am) Children only
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas lunch
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 to bring in a packed lunch
Year 4 Advent Mass and Christingle (2pm) Children only
Wednesday 9th December
Year 3 and Year 4 Christmas lunch

Reception, Year 1, 2, 5 and 6 to bring in packed lunch
Thursday 10th December
Year 1 Advent Mass and Christingle (9.30am) children only
Year 5 Advent Mass and Christingle (2pm)Children only
Year 5 and Year 6 Christmas lunch
Reception, Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 to bring in packed lunch
Friday 11th December
Christmas Jumper Day
Year 3 Advent Mass and Christingle (9.30am)
Children only

Year 2 Advent Mass and Christingle (2pm)
Children only
Thursday 17th December
Christmas panto afternoon
Friday 18th December
Last day of term. Finish times are as follows:
Reception at 12.45pm from the Parish hall
Year 1 and 2 at 1pm from the playground
Year 3 and 4 at 1.15pm from the playground
Year 5 and 6 at 1.30pm from the playground

RELIGIOUS LIFE AT HOLY CROSS

Based on the gospel for Sunday 29 November – Mark 13:33-37
“Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know when the time will
come.”
As Advent starts on Sunday and we begin our countdown to Christmas, we are reminded that this
season is not just a time for preparing to celebrate Christ’s birth.
We are reminded that we are also waiting in hope and expectation for Christ who is to come.
Even though we do not know when that time will be, we are told we must be on our guard, stay
awake, so that we are not caught unprepared.
This year it has felt like we have been on our guard at all times, remaining vigilant, to keep
ourselves and others safe from coronavirus. It has been exhausting and worrying for us all.
So, this Advent, as we try to be awake to the signs of Christ’s presence in our world, let us take
time to remind ourselves of the goodness that we can see around us, of the difference we can
make to others when we reach out in love.
And let us hold onto the hope that this brings.

Eternal God, you will come when we do not expect you.
Help us to welcome you now in one another,
to reach out to our sisters and brothers
who are in need of care and support.
In this way may we be found ready,
when you come again in glory.
Amen.

The Words of Pope Francis
As a human family we have our common origin in God. We
dwell in a common home, the garden-planet where God placed
us. But when we forget all this, our social fabric is weakened
and the environment deteriorates. #GeneralAudience

Happy Birthday to…
Cosmas Eze, Molly O’Donovan, Ife Ihekaigbo-Iwuaba,
Mmasi Ihekaigbo-Iwuaba, Marco Jardim, Draven Crow, Aimee Kuttin,
Evan Smith, Ellice Osei-Flint, Kenna-Kah Ajong, Erin Barker,
Sarah Ciotoi, Paris Goddard, Marcy Reddin & Lucian Rogozinski

Merit Certificates:
1D:

Skyla Hand, for working hard to improve her handwriting

1S:

Clara Corrigan, for being a great example in our play

2F:

Victoria Banjo, for beautiful work in R.E.

2HD: Stanislaw Marti, for amazing answers in numeracy
3N:

Layla Santos-Ebejer, for working very hard in maths

3PT: Naomi Oregbhemhe, for working hard as part of a team
4A:

Lottie Askew, for her fantastic ideas and extra hard work this week

4C:

Katie Johns, for her excellent attitude to learning

5G:

Ethan Owusu-Boateng, for fantastic effort in completing his homework

5S:

Luca Sheppard, for fantastic poetry writing using figurative language

6CN: Faraya Honan, for excellent work in numeracy this week
6E:

Temilola Olabode, for fantastic writing in literacy

House Points
Congratulations to the
winning house St David

Diary Dates
Menu Week 1
Monday 30th November

Tuesday 1st December

Wednesday 2nd December

Thursday 3rd December

Friday 4th December

Reception

Start 8:30
Finish 14:45

Reception

8:30 - 14:45

Reception

8:30 - 14:45

Reception

08:30 - 14:45

Reception

08:30 - 14:45

Years 1 & 2

Start 8:45

Years 1 & 2

8:45 - 15:00

Years 1 & 2

8:45 - 15:00

Years 1 & 2

8:45 - 15:00

Years 1 & 2

8:45 - 15:00

Years 3 & 4

09:00 - 15:15

Years 3 & 4

09:00 - 15:15

Years 3 & 4

09:00 - 15:15

Years 3 & 4

09:00 - 15:15

Years 5 & 6

09:15 - 15:30

Years 5 & 6

09:15 - 15:30

Years 5 & 6

09:15 - 15:30

Years 5 & 6

09:15 - 15:30

Finish 15:00
Years 3 & 4

Start 09:00
Finish 15:15

Years 5 & 6

Year 4 Reconciliation

Year 4 Egyptian Day

Start 09:15
Finish 15:30

Year 5 Reconciliation
Year 6 Reconciliation

Miss S McGuiggan
Headteacher

Please download our News & Events
App for dates for the year. Details
are available on the schools website
under News & Events at
www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk

Mr S Kelliher
Deputy Headteacher

