
 

Newsletter 

15th November 2019 

Dear Parents 

Our week began on a sombre note as we remembered all those who have given 
our lives for our country during 
our assembly as well as our 2   
minute silence. We also           
remembered those who have been 
injured and their families whose 
lives have changed forever and 
during our prayers asked for 
peace – peace in our own lives and 
the lives of others.  We were  
reminded of the hymn – ‘let there 
be peace on earth and let it begin 
with ME’. This is something which 
we all have to consider. 

Governor Day 

Thank you to our governors who gave so generously of their time on Monday. They spent the day in school, in 
class, talking with staff and children, having lunch with children and generally absorbing themselves into the 
life of our school.  Governors also met for the termly main governing body meeting on Wednesday and         
discussed many issues including standards, finance and parish links. 

Parish Hall 

Huge thanks to Mrs Selwood, Mr Canavan, Mr Underdown and others who are working so hard to transform 
our parish hall.  They have organised a DIY SOS for Sunday 1st December. If you are able to help with      
painting the Parish Hall, please let the school office know. 

Parliament Workshop 

Children in Years 5 and 6 took part in a parliament workshop on Monday which was organised by the parliament 
education service.  What a time to be looking at this; so very topical!  We discussed the organisation of      
parliament and the various political parties and took part in a range of activities to deepen understanding. 

 

 

 



Football Tournament 

On Friday 8th November the girls football team attended the Harlow finals at Passmores.                            

The team played very well in friendly matches last year and this was a great chance to show their skills. We 
had two very close games in our first group stage, both ending 0-0, we were very unlucky not to win the second 
game against Henry Moore who were the eventual winners, which shows how well we played. We ended up in 
2nd place in due to a coin toss and the groups were re-pooled. We then lost 2-0 and then recorded a brilliant 
victory v  Millwards in our final game with Oliwia N scoring two amazing goals! 

Well done to all the girls involved who competed superbly and ended up with a record of played 4, won 1, drew 
2 and lost 1. Some amazing play from everyone. 

Family Mass 

We are celebrating Family Mass at Holy Cross Church on Sunday 24th November at 11.00. This will be the 
Feast of Christ The King and will be the last Sunday before Advent.  It is so important that as many families 
as possible attend, we do need help with the following.  Can you… 

Provide home made cakes for refreshments after Mass 

Help serve refreshments after Mass 

Help with setting up refreshments before Mass 

Encourage your child to come and sing in our Choir 

We will also be asking for children to read in Mass and take part in the offertory procession. 

Please contact Mrs Slater at school if you can help in any way. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Friends of Holy Cross (PTA) AGM 

This has been organised for Thursday 21st November at 3.30 in our school hall. Many of our children will be 
attending to demonstrate the variety of ICT equipment that we have been able to purchase with funds raised 
by you all so please come along, support your children and stay for the meeting which will last no longer than an 
hour. We are all members of the Friends of Holy Cross and our children directly benefit from your                                    
involvement. Thank you. 

Year 2 Football Festival 

Two teams of year 2 children took part in a fun filled football 
festival at Passmores Academy today.  Despite the very cold 
weather, both teams played  really well and there were lots of 
goals and skills on show. 



R B 94% 

R L 97% 

1D 92% 

1S 98% 

2HD 97% 

2TE 98% 

3N 97% 

3P 95% 

4A 94% 

4C 96% 

5G 93% 

5S 96% 

6E 100% 

6N 95% 

Congratulations to 1S and 2TE,  joint winners of the KS1 Attendance Award 
for this week with a 98%. The winners of the KS2 Attendance Award is  6E, 
who also attained a fantastic 100% attendance this week! 

Attending school is so important and makes a huge difference to your child’s 
learning.   

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either 
by telephone or using the Parentmail report absence option. We 
need full details of why your child is unable to attend school. We 
are frequently having to contact parents, to find out why their 
child is absent from school.  

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting 
with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Gospel Values Awards 

Congratulations to the following children who received the 
Gospel values certificate this week. 

 1D: Isabella Cundins  1S: Violet Aldous 

 2HD:  Natalie Harmas  2TE:  Ema Maleckaite 

 3N: Ena Bulmuo   3P:  Farrah Kent   

 4A: Daniel Owusu    4C: Lucy Philpot 

 5G: Emilia Hyde    5S:  Seren Bliss Feast 

 6E: Arthur Collusi                     6N:  Olive Smith 

Shoe Box Collection/ Operation Christmas Child 

Leaflets have been given to the children this week. Please ensure boxes are returned to 
school by Monday 25th November for collection.  

Unfortunately this year we can no longer include sweet or toothpaste due to import      
regulations. Please give if you can as this small act of kindness will mean everything to an 
underprivileged child. 





This week again, in Forest school, the weather has been unpredictable.       
Nevertheless, all classes were able to get outside to enjoy exploring our     
environment. Children have continued to sweep, rake and enjoy jumping in the 
piles of Autumn leaves. We have began tidying up the area in preparation for Winter. They practised using 
tools safely by whittling elder sticks, chopping old fruit and vegetables and using secateurs to cut back     
overgrown branches. Year 4 enjoyed applying their fire lighting skills by having their first class campfire! 

As the weather is getting colder, please remember  to send your children in with gloves and hats.   



 



 

 

 

 



RELIGIOUS LIFE AT HOLY CROSS 

 

 

 Based on the gospel for Sunday 17 November – Luke 21:5-19  

 

 

This passage could be describing events happening today – wars, rebellions, the earth itself in 

tumult with earthquakes, famine, disaster in the Amazon and climate change a worldwide     

emergency. For us, it is important to look at these signs and become more aware of our part in 

bringing them about. As part of our repentance we can acknowledge our responsibility as global 

citizens and try to repair the damage done.  

In this reading, Jesus also describes martyrdom and torture as tests of discipleship. These are 

also present in our age – people in many countries are put to the test. But more deadly for us 

here in England and Wales are the mountains of indifference we encounter daily. This             

indifference to God and to our neighbour demands that we be even more ready and active to 

spread the gospel, no matter the cost to ourselves.  

Jesus will give us the wisdom and eloquence to stand firm in the face of indifference or         

adversity, and to be ready to bear witness by our love and care for those who are poor and     

marginalised.  

Eternal God, our world seems full of struggles and unrest, the gap between rich and poor 

is becoming wider, and countries close their borders to those seeking a better life. And 

so, we pray for greater compassion. May all be comforted, helped and strengthened by our 

prayers and actions. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

“There will be great earthquakes and plagues and famines in various places; there 

will be terrifying events and great signs from heaven.”  

The Words of Pope Francis 

Let’s not forget that the names of our poorest brothers and 
sisters, written in heaven, have this inscription next to them: 
these are the blessed ones of my Father.  

 

 



Miss S McGuiggan 

Headteacher 

Mr S Kelliher 

Deputy Headteacher 

Diary Dates 

 

Happy Birthday to… Korneliusz Adamczak, Cathal O’Donovan, 
Archie Vetori, Layla Still, Olivia Jarczewska, Ellis Kanio, Evie 
Baker, Rose Dunn, Hayley Ranathunga 

Merit Certificates: 

1D:  Marshall Pavelin, for his great writing about our school trip 

1S:  Mahayla Hackett, for writing a fabulous recount about our school trip 

2HD:  Olivia Jarczewska, for working hard on ‘time’  this week  

2TE:   Faith Williams, for excellent effort writing sentences 

3N:  Conor O’Rourke, for writing an excellent report on the Roman Army 

3P:  Katie Johns, for working really hard in al areas and trying her best in everything 

4A:  Nina Kra0a,  for trying hard in all subjects this week 

4C:  Cian Hanifin-Flynn, for amazing perimeter work in maths 

5G:  Oliver Martino, for settling well and making valuable contributions to our class discussions 

5S:  Aleigha Twomey, for her fantastic contributions to class discussions and collective worship 

6E:  Liam Canavan, for excellent numeracy work this week 

6N:  James Kelly, for excellent maths work this week. Well done! 

Learning                                                                                                                                                   
Mentor: George Cundins, Jenna Bennett, Cora Laporte and Seren Bliss Feast, for their help,        
  labelling all the bins in school for our Eco work. 

Menu Week 1      

Monday 18th November  

Be Still Club lunchtime 

Year 1 & 2 Mass 2.00 

KS2 Spanish 3.15 - 4.15 

KS2 Homework 3.15 - 4.15 

 

 

 

Tuesday 19th November  

Choir 3.15 - 4.20 

Football Team Training 3.15 –4.30 

KS1 Cosmic Yoga / Just Dance 

3.15 - 4.00 

KS2 Code 3.15 - 4.30 

KS2 Dodgeball 3.15 - 4.15 

 

 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Wednesday 20th November  

KS2 Football 3.15 - 4.15 

KS1 Football 3.15 - 4.15 

Karate 3.15 – 4.15 

 

 

 

Thursday 21st November  

Choir 3.15 - 4.20 

KS2 Chess 3.15 - 4.15 

KS2 Drama 3.15 - 4.15 

Friends of Holy Cross AGM 
3.30 

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Patrick 

Friday 22nd November  

Flu Immunisations (Year 3 
Monday 25th November) 

Year 3 Trip, Colchester 
Castle 

6N  Class Assembly 2.40 


