
 

Newsletter 

14th February 2020 

Dear Parents 

There has been plenty going on this week with trips and visitors. Thank you to all 
staff and volunteers helping with the Year 3 visit to The National Gallery, the 
Year 5 trip to The Natural History Museum, the Year 4 chocolate workshop, the 
Year 2 ‘Oliver’s Vegetables’ Party, the KS1 Around the World workshop and the 
two Valentines discos.  

WhatsApp 

We are sending you a copy of guidance for WhatsApp as we have been made 
aware of children accessing this platform and misusing the facility – effectively 
posting hurtful and unkind comments about other children. Please go over this 
information with your children as we all need to use social media with care and 
understanding; it is worth making note that WhatsApp has a minimum age of use 
listed as 16 years! 

It is so hurtful and harmful when such comments are made online so this information will be useful for us all – 
adults and children alike. 

Ash Wednesday Mass 

Please join us at Mass on Wednesday 26th February at 9.30 to mark 
the beginning of Lent. 

Harlow Schools Football League 

Well done to our year 6 football team who were at Passmores           
competing in the Harlow schools league today. The team played    
superbly and won 2 matches, St Lukes 4 – 0 and The Downs 1 - 0. 
We then drew 1—1 with William Martin. At the halfway point we are 
in the top two of the group.  

Archery Festival 
 
A very busy, fun filled time was had by all at the  Archery Festival at 
Mark Hall school last Friday. 
  
The children were taught new skills, how to hold the bow and fire the 
arrows, then were able to practise their new skills in a series of     
competitive matches against schools from all over Harlow.  
 
There were 32 teams in all and our teams were complimented on their 
good behaviour. Well done to you all! 

Oliver’s Vegetables Party  
 
Year 2 finished their Oliver’s vegetables topic by making party hats, wrapping presents and 
making healthy food for their party on Tuesday.  
 
The children enjoyed the party games and trying all the healthy food that they had made. 



R B 97% 

R L 98% 

1D 93% 

1S 100% 

2HD 99% 

2TE 97% 

3N 99% 

3CK 94% 

4A 92% 

4C 99% 

5G 96% 

5S 98% 

6E 98% 

6N 92% 

Congratulations to 1S, winners of the KS1 Attendance Award for this week with 
an amazing 100%. The winners of the KS2 Attendance Award are 3N and 4C, 
who attained 99% attendance this week. 

Attending school is so important and makes a huge difference to your child’s 
learning.   

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either by 
telephone or using the Parentmail report absence option. We need full 
details of why your child is unable to attend school. We are        
frequently having to contact parents, to find out why their child is 
absent from school.  

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with 
the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Gospel Values Awards                                                                                                 
Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

Butterflies: Parker Loughran-Ricketts Ladybirds: Filip Ostrowska 

1D: Justin Nguyen    1S: Cristiana Sirghe                                                 

2HD:  Amelia Randle    2TE: Ronnie White 

3CK: Dominic Marshall   3N: Christopher Annobil   

4A: Beau Walsh    4C: Sebastian Darlea             

5G: Ife Ihekaigbo                    5S: Ekuba Insaidoo  

       6E: Marleaha Hackett                   6N: Leah Still 

 Around the World Workshop 
On Thursday, children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 enjoyed an 'Around the World' workshop.  They jumped 
on a plane and flew off round the world to look for the hidden treasure. They also learnt how to say hello in 
many different languages including Japanese,   German, French and many more. The children had a great time. 
Thank you to Drama4all for a fantastic morning.  





 



And parent groups as the can sometimes be abused. 





The Words of Pope Francis 
 

Working together to practice hospitality, especially towards those 
whose lives are most vulnerable, will make us better human beings, bet-
ter disciples, and a more united Christian people. #General Audience 

 

 

RELIGIOUS LIFE AT HOLY CROSS 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 16 February – Matthew 5: 17-37 

I am terrible at letting go of a grudge after an argument. I find it difficult to forgive quickly and 

to swallow my pride. It is all too easy to put blame on others. 

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus challenges us to settle our disagreements with our brothers and       

sisters as soon as possible. Both our brothers and sisters locally and our global family. 

In a society that seems like it is becoming increasingly divided, this is a hard challenge. It could be 

easy to close ourselves off from those we disagree with. 

However, in the face of current global problems, we need to learn to reconcile our differences. 

In November, world leaders will be coming to the UK for the UN climate talks. It is important that 

leaders work together to overcome differences and put the interests of the common good first. 

To ensure everyone can flourish we need to work together to restore God’s precious gift of       

creation, enable people to adapt to a warming world and stop the climate crisis from getting worse. 

Lord, please grant us the humility to reconcile our differences and work towards the 

common good.  

Amen. 

“Go and be reconciled with your brother first” 







Miss S McGuiggan 

Headteacher 

Mr S Kelliher 

Deputy Headteacher 

Diary Dates 

 

Happy Birthday to… Lola Andrews-Clark, Andrew Burns,              
Clara Corrigan, Szymon Janczewski 

Menu Week 3 

Monday 24th February 

Inset Day —
school closed! 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Tuesday 25th February  

Choir 3.15 - 4.20 

KS2 Homework 3.15-4.15 

Phonics 3.15 - 4.00 

KS2 Dodgeball 3.15 4.15  

Year 6 SATs Boosters 3.15 - 4.15 

Wednesday 26th February  

Ash Wednesday Mass 9.30 

Newspaper Club lunchtime 

Karate 3.15 - 4.15 

KS2 Netball 3.15 - 4.15 

KS1 Football 3.15 - 4.15 

Thursday 27th February  

3N Library visit 

3P Library Visit 

Chess Club 12.00 - 12.45 

Choir 3.15 - 4.20 

Phonics  3.15 - 4.00 

Football Team Training 3.15 - 4.30 

KS1 Cosmic Yoga 3.15 - 4.00 

KS1 Dance 3.15 - 4.15 

Friday 28th February  

4A Assembly 2.40 

Karate 3.15 - 4.15 

KS2 Football 3.15 - 4.15 

Merit Certificates: 

Butterflies:  Oliver Danel, for working very well to write his name, forming all letters correctly 

Ladybirds:    Barry Tanu, for making progress with his reading  

1D:  Edward Guna, for his fantastic pattern printing    

1S:  Sophie Philpot, for excellent descriptive writing  

2HD:  Araibella Morgan, for working hard in numeracy  

2TE:    Aimee Kuttin, for bringing in extra maths work from home 

3CK:  James Harten, for always being respectful to adults and peers 

3N:  The whole class, no class has ever made me feel so proud! 

4A:  Finley Fitzgerald, for great contributions during class discussion on Safer Internet Day 

4C:  Jan Bubetty, for excellent maths problem solving skills   

5G:   Lola McGhee,  for her excellent effort and understanding of Buddhism 

5S:  Evie Hannay-Spalding, for her perseverance and great attitude to learning and for her  
  excellent painting technique  

6E:  George Cundins, for excellent writing in Literacy 

6N:  Szymon Budzynski-Wajda, for always trying his best in everything that we do 

Learning Mentor:  Ife Ihekaigbo, for being a wonderful role model to his peers 

 

Forest School: Beau Walsh 

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St George 


