
 

Newsletter 

7th January 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
Welcome back to a new year, a new school term and a belated Happy New Year to 
all. We celebrated the Feast of The Epiphany at Mass on Thursday morning, that 
marvellous moment where the Wise Men from the East, who had followed a star, 
arrived in Bethlehem to worship the baby Jesus. 
 
The Wise Men presented gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. The children 
were reminded that we too can worship Jesus in a practical way by sharing the 
gifts of gentleness, kindness, patience, tolerance and understanding towards   
others. Thank you to Year 6 for such a meaningful and thought provoking start to 
the new term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Welcome to Holy Cross 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to Holy Cross to the following children who have joined us: Demilade 
Ajayi, Stephanie Marincheva and Aniyah Adenuga and to Mrs Alex, who has joined us to teach in 5S. We hope 
they will be very happy with us here at Holy Cross. 
 
COVID-19 Update 
We are providing a further update this week as you may have seen the latest change to national guidance        
regarding positive LFD tests, and we wanted to clarify what this means for you. 
 
The requirement for confirmatory PCR tests is to be temporarily suspended for positive lateral flow test re-
sults. From Tuesday 11th January 2022, in England, people who receive positive lateral flow results for COVID-
19 will be required to self-isolate immediately and won’t be required to take a confirmatory PCR test. This is a 
temporary measure while COVID-19 rates remain high across the UK. 
 
Under this new approach, anyone who receives a positive lateral flow device (LFD) test result should report their 
result on Gov.uk and must self-isolate immediately but will not need to take a follow-up PCR test. After reporting 
a positive LFD test result, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace so that their contacts can be traced 
and must continue to self-isolate. 
 
In line with the reduced self-isolation approach announced on 22nd December, anyone who tests positive will be 
able to leave self-isolation 7 days after the date of their initial positive test if they receive two negative LFD 
results, 24 hours apart, on days 6 and 7-this includes children. 
 
The test date or symptom start date is day 0, with isolation then being carried out for 10 full days, or LFD  
testing can start on day 6 but no sooner for release on day 7. See the chart on the next page for guidance. 



Holy Cross New Reading Ambassadors 

A group of children from Year 6 have volunteered to become our Reading Ambassadors. They will promote 
reading throughout the school through different reading initiatives  

Today saw the start of the Reading Suitcase, encouraging children to read in their free time.  



RELIGIOUS LIFE AT HOLY CROSS 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for 9 January, Baptism of the Lord: Luke 3:15-16  

Jesus didn’t get baptised until he was 30. I didn’t get confirmed until I was nearly 40. I was so 

happy to have been “sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit”. As the Bishop anointed me with oil, I 

really did feel like God gave me a kiss on the forehead and whispered, “This is my beloved daughter 

in whom I am well pleased.” 

 

Not long after, I had an email from a young woman that I’d been exchanging messages with for a 

few months as a volunteer mentor on a Christian website. Shantel (not her real name) wrote, “I’ve 

been reading the Bible…you know, where it says that God doesn’t have favourites…well, I’m     

struggling to believe that this is really so…” 

 

Shantel is someone who’s reading the Bible on the other side of the globe. In the midst of poverty, 

deprivation, exclusion and isolation. And no, she has not given up on God’s word or God himself.   

Rather, she is a psalmist and a prophet who calls to us across the seas.  

 

Do we seek to create a world where there are no favourites, where no one feels abandoned and 

alone?  

  

Father, 

may we never forget how much you love all your children throughout the earth – each 

and every one of whom deserves to live in safety and dignity. 

Amen.    

“He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  

The Words of Pope Francis 
 
All can work together to build a more peaceful world, starting from the hearts of       
individuals and relationships in the family, then within society and with the environment, 
and all the way up to relationships between peoples and nations.  









         Diary Dates 

Happy Birthday this week to…  

 

Emilia Janczewska, Zuzanna Janczewska, Marian Marti, Rochelle Nyarko-Mensah,    
Diana Serekaite, Liana Serekaite, Emilia Chapska, Hendrix Morgan, Stevie Ginn &   
Sebastian Gronert  

 

Monday 10th January 

  

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Tuesday 11th January 

 

Wednesday 12th January 

Years 2 & 3 Karate 3:10 - 4:10 

Years 5 & 6 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

Friday 14th January 

Years 1 & 3 Multisports 3:10 - 4:15 

Years 4 & 6 Multisports 3:15 - 4:15  

Thursday 13th January  

Karate 4, 5 & 6 3:15 - 4:15    

Years 1 & 2 Football 3:10- 4:10 

Years 3 & 4 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

Years 5 & 6 Fitness 3:15 - 4:15  


