
 

Newsletter 

25th February 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Next week marks the beginning of Lent. Pope Francis’ Lenten message is to          
“Sow seeds of goodness.” He invites us to not grow tired of doing good, and calls 
us to believe firmly in not giving up. This is the message that we shall be sharing 
with children throughout the Lenten period, that through perseverance, sowing 
the seeds of goodness in the small acts that we can do, that we can help make 
the World a better place. Ash Wednesday Mass will be at 9.15am in our church 
and parents are welcome to attend. It will also be livestreamed which can be    
accessed through the following link:             
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW4b-mJCVSd1UQiXmkemDJw 
 
Reading and Phonics Information Meeting 
 
Thank you to those parents who attended this information session on Friday     
after school. A further information session will be held on Tuesday morning at 
9:15 in the school hall. Thank you, Miss Kelly for leading in the introduction of this new scheme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy Cross Mini-Vinnies 
The newly appointed Mini-Vinnies would like to introduce themselves and let you know what they do. 
 
 “Mini Vinnies’ is the name for the St. Vincent de Paul Group for primary school children. We get together to 
organise and talk about helping others in need within our school community. Through the simple formula 
of ‘see, think, do’, we learn to spot people in need and discover how we can best help them. We are looking   
forward to our new roles.” 
 
Lilly, Isabella, Louis and Bree. 
 
 
Holy Cross Chaplaincy Group 
Our Chaplaincy Group are a dedicated team of children from Year 5 
and 6. Luciann, Adjoa, Mya and Gabriel play a vital role in enhancing 
and promoting the School`s Mission statement and Gospel Values. 
 
Jesus is the centre of our lives, 
 
Our learning and friendships. 
 
In a safe, happy and caring community 
 
Where all are welcome. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCW4b-mJCVSd1UQiXmkemDJw


Commonwealth Choir 

Our Commonwealth Choir visited St. Edwards school in East Ham on Thursday for rehearsals. They remain quite 
secretive only revealing that they are doing a recording as part of celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum       
Jubilee. Watch this space! 

 

Tag Rugby Tournament 

It’s great that we are able to travel to venues and play competitions with other schools once more. All the best 
to our children at the tag-rugby tournament who are playing at Harlow Rugby Club this afternoon. We look     
forward to hearing their news. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Book Day  

You will have received an email during half-term informing you 
about World Book Day which is taking place next Thursday.       
Children are invited to attend school dressed as their favourite 
book character. This is always a great event and will be sharing the 
photographs with you in the newsletter next week. 

 

 

St. David’s Day  

Just to remind all that Tuesday is St. David’s Day. All those children in St. David’s House can come in to school 
on Tuesday in non-uniform. They will have an opportunity during the day to decorate biscuits.  

 

Year 5 Bikeability 

The Bikeability forms that were given out on Thursday need to be returned on Monday, to secure a place on the 
Bikeabilty course.  

 

Easter Holiday Cycling Course  

The Safer Essex Roads team are going to be using the playground in the first week of the Easter Holidays to 
run cycling courses. There will be Learn to Ride and Level 1, 2 and 3 courses. Further details on booking will be 
sent out as soon as we have them.  

  



R B 98% 

R L 97% 

1DG 94% 

1S 97% 

2HD 96% 

2PT 96% 

3N 95% 

3R 96% 

4C 85% 

4E 96% 

5G 97% 

5S 89% 

6CN 97% 

6E 94% 

The winners of the KS1 Attendance Award are Butterflies attaining 98%          
attendance. Well done! The winners of the KS2 Attendance Award are 6CN, 
achieving 97%. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless they are not 
well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and makes a huge        
difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

Familiarise yourself with the symptoms of COVID 19. If your child displays any 
COVID 19 symptoms they must have a negative test before they may attend 
school. There is no need to keep your child off with a common cold, if they are 
well enough to come in.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am    
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence op-
tion on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to 
contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from 
school.  

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with 
the Educational Welfare Officer. 

New COVID Guidelines 

If testing positive for COVID the guidance recommends that those who test positive stay at home and avoid 
contact with others for at least five full days.  We will continue ask all children, testing positive, to stay at 
home for 5 days and not return to school until they have had 2 negative LFD results. 





This week we made the most of the rain, wind, sun, and sleet and mud (apologies if they came home a bit     
muddy!) 

Children helped clear our outdoor area from the aftermath of the storm and we managed to collect lots of 
fire wood. 

We enjoyed making bird feeders using pipe cleaners and Cheerios and some children designed and created 
their own birds nests. Many of the older children have ongoing projects that they work on each week and one 
in particular was designing, planning and making a memorial for Miss McGuiggan. They scattered the seeds in 
their planter and plan to paint it in a Scottish theme in memory of her love of the outdoors. 

In year 2, the children did a science themed session by being nature explorers and studying the different 
habitats they could identify. 

The signs of Spring are beginning to appear which is exciting, so please encourage your children to continue 
spotting. It is so vital for the mental wellbeing of children to be outside and embrace their love of nature. 

Every child in this school has benefited in some way whether socially, emotionally, educationally or spiritually 
by this experience. The skills learnt will hopefully continue supporting them through their learning journey. 

In recognition of their ongoing hard work, I will be awarding a certificate to one child in each year group to 
those that have excelled above and beyond. 

Reception - Jonny Shiel 

Year 1 - Hayley Tran 

Year 2 - Lucas Patasius  

Year 3 - Albert Edwards 

year 4 - Will Bannister - How 

Year 5 - Toby Field 

Year - Lucy Richardson 







Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Gentleness 

- love and friendship 

“If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer 
the other also.” (6:29) Samaritan Village 
(9:54) 

 

Congratulations to the following children who received the Gospel values certificate this week. 

 Butterflies:  Georgie White   Ladybirds: Andreas Vechiu  

 1DG: Afi Agyei-Frimpong   1S:  Maisie Sinyakin    

 2HD: Aimee Fennelly    2PT: Barry Tanu   

 3N:  Jessica Jeffrey    3R:  Ireoluwa Oyelami    

 4C: Sophia-Jai Henry    4E: Darcie Bethell    

 5G:  Jake Doyle      5S: Dan Boateng   

 6CN:  Francesca Griffiths   6E:  Lily Vitori   

   

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times 
tables this week. 

 

 2HD: Zofia Rotkowska   2PT: Sid Cundins  

 3N: David Owolabi   3R: Julia Czarny   

 4C: Mason Thompson   4E: Thomas Hyde      

 5G: Alex Embley   5S: Aidan Cater  

 6CN: Lucy Philpot    6E: Mitchell To  



RELIGIOUS LIFE AT HOLY CROSS 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for 27 February, Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Luke 6:39-45  

The gospel stories of Jesus we have to remember aren’t just nice stories for bedtime reading, but 

for everyday life. These stories are the words of Jesus addressed personally to us which, as we 

listen, read and pray with them, should affect in us a reaction. 

 

We learn from the gospel today that the fully trained disciple will always be like his teacher. As 

people fed by the Sacraments of the Church, fully initiated into the life of Jesus, we have a duty 

to become more like our master, more aware of our human needs. 

 

Jesus always says that we should have a concern for those around us, especially the poor. What 

Jesus invites us to remember in this weekend’s gospel is to look after our own needs too. This isn’t 

to be selfish and forgetful of others around us who are in greater need, but to recognise who it is 

that I am and ask how I can be a better disciple of Jesus.  

 

Never mind the splinter in the other person’s eye, what about the plank in your own eye? Surely if 

we attend to our needs first, we will be able to see greater things, and see each situation with the 

eyes of Jesus. 

Lord, guide our hearts to follow you each day anew. Through our lives following you 

allow us to see what you see and give us the courage to do what needs to be done. 

Amen.  

“Take the log out of your own eye first, and then you will see clearly enough to 

take out the splinter in your brother’s eye.”  

The Words of Pope Francis 
 
The young must dialogue with the old  and the old with the young. And this 
bridge will be the transmission of wisdom in humanity, because the elderly are 
like the roots of the tree and the young are like the flowers and the fruit. 











Menu Week 2         Diary Dates 

Happy Birthday this week to…  

 

Tehilah Sambo, Keziah Adisa, Robyn Cope, Viktoria Semenka, Violet Aldous and    
Kailani Loughran Ricketts. 

 

Merit Certificates: 

 

Butterflies:  Memphis Wells, for great enthusiasm during phonics activities 

Ladybirds:  Caliyah Aboagye-Manu, for making good progress with her phonics and reading 

1DG:   Freddie Wink, for his fantastic science work on plants 

1S:   River Harris-Lyons, for brilliant sentences describing a superhero 

2HD:   Gracie Freeman, for always trying her best in all subjects 

2PT:    Feodora Benghea, for excellent effort with home learning 

3N:   Amy Dawodu, for a very confident start at Holy Cross 

3R:   Eliana Owusu-Adu, for fantastic effort in her learning at home and school 

4C:   Vicky Portaro, for excellent enthusiasm when reading Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

4E:   Will Bannister-How, for fabulous concentration in literacy this week 

5G:   Teddy White, for his fantastic attitude to learning 

5S:   Shauden Sesay, for excellent participation during the P.S.H.E lesson  

6CN:   Isla Kent, for always having an enthusiastic attitude to learning 

6E:   Parvataa Muraleedharan, for fantastic home learning 

Monday 28th February 

3N Library Visit 9:30 

3R Library Visit 10:30 

KS2 Shakespeare Macbeth 

 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Tuesday 1st March 

Shrove Tuesday 

St David’s Day - non uniform 
for St David’s house only 

4C Library Visit 9:00 

4E Library Visit 10:30 

KS2 Shakespeare Macbeth  

Choir 3:15 - 4:15 

Wednesday 2nd March 

Ash Wednesday Mass 9:30 

Years 2 & 3 Karate 3:10 - 4:10 

Years 5 & 6 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

 

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St George 

Thursday 3rd March  

World Book Day - non uniform, 
dress a book character 

6E Library Visit 9:00 

6CN Library Visit 9:30 

Karate 4, 5 &  6 3:15 - 4:15    

Years 1 & 2 Football 3:10- 4:10 

Years 3 & 4 Football 3:15 - 4:15 

Friday 4th March 

5S Library Visit 9:00 

5G Library Visit 9:00 

Years 1 & 3 Multisports 3:10 - 4:15 

Years 4 & 6 Multisports 3:15 - 4:15  


