
 

Newsletter 

6th May 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
This weekend is the first of two where our children will 
take an important step in their faith journey. We are    
delighted that due to the number of children receiving the 
Sacrament of their First Holy Communion that it will be 
taking place over two weekends. Thank you to the          
Catechists and parents who have helped prepare the     
children to receive this Sacrament.  
 
We wish you an enjoyable weekend. 
 
 

 
Thanksgiving Mass 
 
A Thanksgiving Mass for Miss McGuiggan  was held on Saturday evening at Holy 
Cross Church during which a memorial plaque was placed by the entrance and 
blessed by Father Bernard.  
 
Our Chair of Governors, Mrs. Selwood thanked all who were able to attend to    
celebrate Miss McGuiggan’s legacy and addressed the congregation; 
 
“I was already at Holy Cross when Sue joined our community. Working alongside 
her in many different roles throughout the years, I have lots of memories and 
conversations which I can draw upon to help me conduct the tasks I need to do in 
my position as Chair of Governors. I am sure that many of you will have your own 
memories from which you draw inspiration. The Governors wanted this         
Thanksgiving Mass so that our Holy Cross community could give thanks to God for Sue joining our school and 
parish. She encouraged all to be richer in their faith and learning. This would often be done quietly in the 
background, through an     observation that would be followed up by an action or a private word. Sue would  
often talk to the children about being people of J.O.Y. Putting Jesus first in their life, others next and finally 
yourself. I believe that Sue lived this every day and I ask God to encourage us to do the same as we continue 
on our journey.” 
 



R B 92% 

R L 91% 

1DG 90% 

1S 97% 

2HD 97% 

2PT 87% 

3N 96% 

3R 99% 

4C 96% 

4E 96% 

5G 99% 

5S 88% 

6CN 100% 

6E 93% 

The joint winners of the KS1 Attendance Award are 1S, for second consecutive 
week and 2HD attaining 97% attendance. Well done! The winners of the KS2    
Attendance Award are 6CN, achieving a fantastic 100%. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless they are not 
well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and makes a huge        
difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

Familiarise yourself with the symptoms of COVID 19. If your child displays any 
COVID 19 symptoms they must have a negative test before they may attend 
school. There is no need to keep your child off with a common cold, if they are 
well enough to come in.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am    
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence     
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to 
contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from 
school.  

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with 
the Educational Welfare Officer. 

 

Key Stage 2 SATs 

Our Year 6 children will be sitting their SATs next week. It is important to       
remember that we just ask for children to do their best and to be proud of their 
achievements. Good luck Year 6. 

 

Month of Mary 

May is a month devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Children were taught how to 
pray the Rosary at a special assembly on Tuesday morning led by Ms. Nabil. We will 
also be remembering Our Lady in our Marian Procession which is being held on   
Monday 16th May at 9.30am. 

 

 

The Essex Year of Reading 

This is a countywide campaign created to help children and young 
people discover a love of reading and ensure every Essex child can 
read at their age level or better. 

The campaign is part of a programme to address the short and long-term  impact 
of Covid-19 on children and young people’s education and the missed opportunities 
caused by the pandemic. 

The Essex Year of Reading app will inspire you or your child to read with          
confidence.  The free digital library  can be used to enjoy immersive audio     
readings, animations, quizzes and download texts to read offline anytime,         
anywhere. 

Download the free app by scanning the QR code here. 



Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Compassion  

 - kindness, service of neighbour 

“When the Lord saw her, he had compassion 
for her.” (7:13), Good Samaritan (10:36) 

 

Congratulations to the following children who 
received the Gospel values certificate this 
week. 

 Butterflies:   Elaeh Robson   Ladybirds: Olivia Colussi   

 1A: Roman Kelly     1S: Tawana Agyare         

 2HD:  Paris Goddard     2PT: Diale Ebhabha   

 3N:   Indie Bennett    3R: Giuseppe Portaro      

 4C: Mason Thompson    4E: Harvey Driscoll     

 5G:   Christopher Annobil   5S:  Karmella Marriot        

 6CN:   Gabriel Esposito    6E: Gabrielus Meskinis      

  

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

  1A:  Dominic Annobil   1S: Blousey McQuillan-Clark   

  2HD: Oliver Danel   2PT: Pola Chrapek    

  3N: David Owolabi   3R: Ella Stopplecamp   

  4C: Filip Skowron   4E: Layla Santos-Ebejer       

  5G: Lehna Ajong   5S: Maame-Yaa Prempeh      

  6CN: Szymon Janczewski  6E: Naavah Dixon    

 







RELIGIOUS LIFE AT HOLY CROSS 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 8 May, Fourth Sunday of Easter: John 10:27-30  

Just as the sheep in our fields are marked with the sign of their owner, we are branded with the sign 

of the cross at our baptism to show that we belong to Christ. Since we belong to Christ, we are known 

by him. We matter, we are not nobodies, but we need to listen to him.  

 

There are so many different voices competing for our attention: family, friends, news reports, social 

media; that it is easy to get lost and confused in the cacophony. We need to press pause and create 

space, to attend to the voice of the Good Shepherd who speaks to us in prayer and the Scriptures.    

 

If we block out all the superficial background noise, including that of our own ego, we will be able to 

hear the “still, small voice of calm” calling us to reorder our lives and attend to what really matters.  

 

Then following Christ and filled with his Spirit, his mission becomes our mission: to bring good news to 

the afflicted, proclaim liberty to captives, sight to the blind and let the oppressed go free. To        

establish justice and peace in our world.  

Good Shepherd,  

lead us and guide us so that we may follow your way in our lives.  

Protect us and encourage us when the path is difficult  

and lift us up when we stumble.  

Amen.  

"The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice."  

The Words of Pope Francis 
 
In this month dedicated to the Virgin Mary, let us learn from  
her that prayer is the best weapon of Christian life, without 
persistent prayer, no victory over evil is possible   











Menu Week 2    Diary Dates    

Happy Birthday this week to…  

 

Mark Adjaye-Kwofie, Faith Williams, Analiesa Osei-Flint, Luke Kimmins,          
Myles Owusu-Adu, Gabrielus Meskinis, Ethan Smith, Dylan Ziya, Isla Tieu,         
Alana Madarasz & Araibella Morgan. 

Merit Certificates: 

 

Butterflies:  Jonny Shiel, for great listening and independent work 

Ladybirds:  Hugo Gauci, for trying hard on your phonics lesson on Thursday 

1A:   William Powell, for his excellent hard work all week    

1S:   Clara Stewart, for being a really good friend 

2HD:   Zachary Timbrell for creating a super non-fiction book about dogs 

2PT:    Sid Cundins, for excellent effort and great attitude in P.E. 

3N:   Catherine Kazakov, for fantastic effort writing a limerick 

3R:   Marshall Pavelin, for fantastic effort writing limericks in English 

4C:   Amelia Randle, for her super attitude in all lessons 

4E:   Indie Usedon-Duff, for excellent and quick answers in Maths club 

5G:   Inioluwa Oyelami, for excellent work in science  

5S:   Rhea Baker, for great participation during the English lesson  

6CN:   Lucy Philpot, for always working hard and trying her best in all of her work 

6E:   Isabella Bethell, for her fantastic attitude to her work 

  

 

Monday 9th May 

Year 6 SATs 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Tuesday 10th May 

Year 6 SATs 

Swan Lake Trip 

Dance Fit Lunchtime Club - no 
need to book 

Choir 3:15 - 4:15 

Wednesday 11th May 

Year 6 SATs 

4C Library Visit 9:30 

4E Library Visit 10:30 

Years 2 & 3 Karate 3:10 - 4:10 

Football Club Years 1 & 2 3:10 - 4:10 

Football Club Years 3 & 4 3:15 - 4:15 

 

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Andrew 

Thursday 12th May  

Year 6 SATs 

5G Library Visit 9:15 

5S Library Visit 9:45 

Dance Fit Lunchtime Club - no need to 
book 

Karate 4, 5 &  6 3:15 - 4:15  

Football Club Years 5 & 6 3:15 - 4:15  

Friday 13th May 

 


