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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thank you  for your support with the Marian Procession on Monday, through your 
donation of flowers, our community came together to honour Our Lady. After 
the service in church, Lilly and Cian, our Brentwood Diocese  Citizenship Award 
winners, led the procession to place a crown of flowers on Mary. This was       
followed by the placing of flowers at the feet of Our Lady by all the children in 
our school. The location of the statue of Our Lady this year, at the front of our 
school, has allowed parents to pause for prayer and quiet reflection.  
 
We wish you a peaceful weekend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brentwood Catholic Citizenship Awards 
 
We are committed to the idea that; to be a good Catholic involves being a good citizen, 
‘the Gospel of Jesus Christ requires us to “love our neighbour as ourselves” and that is 
at the heart of the Christian interpretation of citizenship’. 
Recipients of the award are the embodiment of what we at Holy Cross teach and stand 
for;  a willingness to act for, speak for and serve the needs of those who, on their own, 
cannot do it for themselves. In a word, Catholic citizenship is ‘service’. 
Cian and Lilly received their award last Friday at Brentwood Cathedral and as they 
were presented with their award from Bishop Alan,  the reasons for their nomination were shared. 
 
 Cian Hanifin-Flynn 

  
“Cian  is a conscientious, kind-hearted and 
valued member of Holy Cross Academy. Cian’s 
perseverance and dedication in all that he 
does are attributes to be admired. He is a 
wonderfully supportive and a kind member of 
the class, he always encourages his peers to 
do their very best and always offers a    
helpful hand when others may need it. He is 
dedicated in his role as Sports Captain and 
School Council member where he always   
supports both staff and peers with events 
and represents our school so well. We are all 
so proud of Cian and congratulate him on 
achieving this special award.” 

Lilly Dundridge 
  

“Lilly is a kind, caring member of our school 
community who is a friend to everyone. Lilly 
will always go above and beyond to support 
others in times of need and has been an     
absolute role model to the other children in 
our school. She can always be relied upon by 
staff and her peers and is a valued member 
of our community. Lilly takes on all            
responsibilities given to her with the utmost 
care and dedication which is particularly    
evident with her work as a Class Buddy. Lilly 
wholeheartedly deserves this award; we  at 
Holy Cross, are all so proud of her.” 



First Holy Communion 

This weekend will see more children from Holy Cross take an important step in their 
faith journey through the Sacrament of their First Holy Communion. Thank you to the 
Catechists and parents who have helped prepare the children.  

 

Parent Coffee Afternoon  

Our next coffee event is taking place on Thursday at 2pm, 
will be hosted by Mrs. Gallagher and held in the Parish 
Hall. This is an opportunity for you to pop along for an  
informal chat, let us answer any questions you may have or 
seek advice on a range of matters. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 

 

Governor meetings   

Thank you to our School Governors who were in school again on  
Tuesday evening. Their unwavering support in helping to ensure the 
best for the children and school community is much valued.  

 

 

 

 

 

September We formed a new School Council Committee for the academic year 2021/22. 

October Events were organised to support World Mental Health Day and  we raised £325.48 
for  the charity, Young Minds. 
Our annual harvest collection took place.  After the generous donations were received 
from our school community, we delivered the food to Streets2Homes. Once there, we 
were given a tour of their facilities and it was explained to us how the shelter helps 
the homeless in Harlow. 

November Through Operation Christmas Child, we collected 117  shoeboxes full of gifts and 
brought joy to children less fortunate than us who live in different countries. 

December We looked at what play equipment we had in school, and identified what it is that chil-
dren would like to make playtimes more enjoyable. We then gathered fund-raising ide-
as. 

January We, as the School Council, asked children in the school about their opinions on a range 
of subjects. This is called ‘pupil voice.’ 

February We contributed  to the summer lunchtime menu by discussing children’s likes and dis-
likes with Mrs. Alger, our school cook, to help her create the menu. We also discussed 
waste at lunch times and put forward suggestions as to how to reduce waste. 

March We  added a regular blog to our newsletter to share up to date information on school 
council activity. 

April At the request of our new Headteacher, we were  given a project to find a popular na-
ture theme to help rename all the classes from September 2022. The council gathered 
all the results. Woodland and meadow animals were the most popular theme. 

May We  conducted a survey to find out  what activities the children would like at 
lunchtimes, this was tallied and football, use of our environmental area, basketball and 
dance were amongst the most popular. We shared this information with Mr. Traveller 
and he has now set up lunchtime activities for all the children to enjoy. Thank you, Mr. 
Traveller! 

  What we’re looking forward to! 

June We will be holding a Platinum Jubilee colouring competition for all the children, there 
will be a winner from each class who will receive a certificate and a prize. 

July We will end our year by completing an end of year survey and celebrate our success 
with an ice-cream party. 



Non-uniform Day 

Next Friday we will be collecting items for the Summer fete through a non-uniform day.  

Children from each year group are requested to bring in different items, as listed below. 



R B 98% 

R L 96% 

1A 98% 

1S 93% 

2HD 92% 

2PT 92% 

3N 98% 

3R 94% 

4C 97% 

4E 95% 

5G 99% 

5S 96% 

6CN 98% 

6E 95% 

For the second consecutive week the joint winners of the KS1 Attendance Award 
are Butterflies and 1A attaining 98% attendance. Well done! The winners of the 
KS2 Attendance Award are 5G attaining 99% attendance. Well done!  

Please ensure you are sending your child into school everyday, unless they are not 
well enough to attend. Attending school is so important and makes a huge        
difference to your child’s learning. The gates open at 8:30am until 8.50am.  

Familiarise yourself with the symptoms of COVID 19. If your child displays any 
COVID 19 symptoms they must have a negative test before they may attend 
school. There is no need to keep your child off with a common cold, if they are 
well enough to come in.  

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am    
either by telephone or using the Pupil Asset report absence     
option on every day of absence. We need full details of why your 
child is unable to attend school. We are frequently having to 
contact parents, to find out why their child is absent from 
school.  

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting with 
the Educational Welfare Officer. 

 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration 

As part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebration, children from Holy Cross, as members of the             
Commonwealth Choir, travelled to Windsor Castle at the  Royal Horse Show last weekend. Their performance 
was superb and can be viewed on the link below, in case you missed it or would like to watch it again. 

http://www.commonwealth-music.net/news-index-1.html  

 

Netball Tournament 

Well done to the Year 6 girls who represented us at Passmores today 
in the netball qualifiers. They battled well against teams from Henry 
Moore and St Nicholas and developed their skills, teamwork and      
tactical knowledge as the tournament progressed. 

Congratulations to Emma, Jessica, Lucy, Lilly D, Lily V, Nana, Mya,  
Alana and Naavah 

http://www.commonwealth-music.net/news-index-1.html




Gospel Values Awards   

The Gospel Value this week is...  

 Justice 

  - fairness and equality 

“And will not God grant justice…” (18: 7) The 
Parable of the Ten Pounds (19: 11-26) 

 

Congratulations to the following children who 
received the Gospel values certificate this 
week. 

 Butterflies:   Viktoria Semenka Ladybirds: Demilade Ajayi    

 1A: Afi Agyei-Frimpong  1S: Albie Gardner        

 2HD:  Dominik Gadomski   2PT: Rose Dunn    

 3N:  Praise Owolabi   3R: Jemie Kuttin     

 4C: Nikoleta Hristova   4E: Amelia Tarczewska      

 5G:  Rochelle Nyarko-Mensah 5A: Dominic Marshall          

 6CN: Emilia Chapska   6E: Ka’Reem Mafueni       

  

Times Tables Rockstars 

Congratulations to the following children for trying really hard with their times tables this week. 

 

  1A:  Hannah Mahalik-Berec  1S: Aoife Boland     

  2HD: Skyla Hand    2PT: Margaret Oregbhemhe       

  3N:  Sian Hanifin-Flynn  3R: Ella Thorpe     

  4C: Logan Coombe   4E: Mark Adjaye-Kwofie       

  5G: Mischa Hyde   5S: Katie Johns         

  6CN: Ronel Sofuwa   6E: Olivia Mardyla      

 



 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 22 May, Sixth Sunday of Easter: John 14:23-29  

These powerful words were spoken by Jesus to calm his distressed disciples. As Jesus tells us of 

times to come, times when he won’t be physically with his disciples to instruct, guide and comfort 

them.  

They are often spoken at funerals when we grieve the loss of a loved one. How hard to feel abandoned 

as those grieving feel, as many displaced people of the world must feel, as many of the people of the 

Ukraine must feel. Many struggling with churned emotions, empty stomachs and many wounded and 

lost. 

With heartfelt thanks we hear Jesus’ words, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you”. Yet, how 

can this be for the displaced people of the world? How much those of us struggling with the impact of 

war must long for this peace. How might warring families dream of this peace? Where is this peace?   

It is found from within, the place where God the Father and God the Son live within us. A peace not 

that the world knows but a peace that comes from living the Gospel of love, inspired by the Holy Spirit 

sent to us by God.  

Neither the disciples nor us who follow the teachings of Christ will be abandoned. God will live in and 

through us as we live his Gospel of love. Our troubled hearts will find peace in God.  

Father God, 

we thank you for sending us your Son and your Spirit. We pray we may experience your love, 

peace and comfort today. Help us to share the message of your peace which calms troubled 

hearts. 

Amen.  

"Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid."  

The Words of Pope Francis 
 
Let us allow Jesus the Living Bread to heal us of our            
self-absorption. May he open out hearts to sharing, heal us 
from rigidity and turning in on ourselves, and inspire us to   
follow him whenever he wants to lead us. 











Menu Week 2    Diary Dates    

Happy Birthday this week to…  

 

Zach Gauci, Amanda Girciute, Freya Hyde, Maja Owczarz, Rohan Clennell,  
Heather Owusu-Kumi, Thomas Hyde, Cooper Leagas & Elliot Thomson. 

Merit Certificates: 

 

Butterflies:  Hanley Matthew and Memphis Wells, for an amazing effort in phonics and for making great 
   progress 

Ladybirds:  Edie Fitzpatrick, for great independent sentence writing 

1A:   Eddie Cox, for his consistent positive attitude    

1S:   Alexander Magryta, for writing a brilliant alternative ending to ‘The Tiny Seed’ 

2HD:   The whole of 2HD, for amazing hard work this week 

2PT:    Cathal O’Donovan, for amazing concentration 

3N:   Stevie Ginn, for fantastic progress in reading 

3R:   Ireoluwa Oyelami, for great effort in all subjects 

4C:   Darrelle Koranteng, for his incredible writing in R.E. 

4E:   Jake Sinyakin, for his enthusiasm for science 

5G:   Conor O’Rourke, for amazing work in all subjects 

5A:   Teri Olabode, for great improvement in his literacy  

6CN:   Isla Kent,  for working so hard with her writing this week 

6E:   Gabriel Lesny, for fantastic writing this week 

  

 

Monday 23rd May 

5G Swimming Lesson 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Tuesday 24th May 

Dance Fit Lunchtime Club - no 
need to book 

Choir 3:15 - 4:15 

 

Wednesday 25th May 

Karate Years 2 & 3  3:10 - 4:10 

Football Club Years 1 & 2 3:10 - 4:10 

Football Club Years 3 & 4 3:15 - 4:15 

 

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Patrick 

Thursday 26th May  

Dance Fit Lunchtime Club - no need to 
book 

Karate Years 4,5 & 6  3:15 - 4:15  

Football Club Years 5 & 6 3:15 - 4:15  

Bootcamp Club Years 5 & 6 3:15 - 4:15   

Parents Coffee Afternoon 2:00 - 3:15 

Friday 27th May 

Non-uniform Day 

6E Library Visit 

6CN Library Visit 


