
1st February 2019 
 

Newsletter 

Dear Parents 

We have taken down our cribs today as we mark the end of Christmastide 
with the Feast of The Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple. It is important 
that we all continue to welcome Jesus into our hearts and daily lives and keep 
the spirit of Christmas alive throughout the year ahead. 

 

Reception Stay and Play 

We were delighted to welcome our Reception 
parents to school today to spend time with 
their children in the parish hall. Thank you 
to all who attended and made it such a fun      
afternoon. 

Internet Safety Day 

This takes place on Tuesday 5th February. We regularly teach children about being safe online but this day 
will enable us to give greater focus to the positives but potential dangers of internet use. Unfortunately we 
are witnessing greater misuse of social media from our children and – sadly – some parents. Children learn by 
example and apart from the fact that primary school age children should not be using Apps like WhatsApp, 
this does continue and in a most inappropriate way.  

Please be extra vigilant at home as we all need to work together to support our children. 

We are very pleased to be able to launch our National Online Safety package which will enable you to receive 
a monthly online safety update newsletter and will give you an opportunity to complete an online safety 
course. We will send you further details next week but for now have attached two safety newsletters for 
your interest. 

Lenten Lunch 

Our Mini Vinnies are organising a Lenten Lunch for parents and parishioners on Ash Wednesday 
6th March. The lunch will consist of soup and bread with donations being asked for our twin    
Parish of Regina Coeli. Ash Wednesday is, as you know, a day of fasting so the Lenten Lunch will 
fit in perfectly with our seasonal observances. 

We will send you more information in due course but in the meantime would ask that if any      
parents or grandparents are willing to make soup for the occasion to please contact                     
Mrs Ennifer. Thank you. 

 



RB 89% 

RL 95% 

1D 96% 

1S 100% 

2C 97% 

2HD 93% 

3G 98% 

3N 99% 

4C 98% 

4E 98% 

5P 89% 

5S 96% 

6CA 82% 

6ND 99% 

Congratulations to 1S,  winners, for the second week running of the KS1     
Attendance Trophy this week with  98%. The joint winners of the KS2        
Attendance Trophy are 3N and 6N, achieving 99% attendance. Well done! 

Attending school is so important and makes a huge difference to your child’s 
learning.   

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either 
by telephone or using the Parentmail report absence option. We 
need full details of why your child is unable to attend school. We 
are frequently having to chase parents, to find out why their child 
is absent from school.   

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting 
with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Curling and Boccia Festival 25th January 2019 
A team of year 5 children took part in a Boccia and Curling Festival last Friday 
at Mark Hall School.  They played extremely well, learning their skills quickly to 
win both first rounds and went on to play the finalists, winning 1st place in     
Boccia and 3rd in Curling, against a pool of 12 teams.   

Congratulations and well done to Sienna, Lochrin, Roman and James who have 
represented our school beautifully.  

Packed Lunch 

Just a reminder about our packed lunch policy and a plea for parents to support us with this. You will be 
aware for example that we are a nut free school yet we are finding that children are bringing nut bars into 
school. We ask that children do not have crisps yet some children are bringing crisps to school in sealed plas-
tic bags to disguise the contents. Apart from teaching children how to break the rules this does not help 
those families who try to adhere to our healthy eating policy.  

Please refer to our school website for policy details and thank you to the vast majority of parents who sup-
port us with this. 

Family Mass 

Our next Family Mass has been organised for Sunday 3rd March at 11.00 in Holy Cross Church. This will be 
the last Sunday before the beginning of Lent and we would encourage as many of you to attend as possible. 

In preparation can we ask the following: 

Choir. Please put this date in your diary 

Donations: We would welcome any donations of cakes – particularly home made – to be served after Mass. 

Help: We would welcome help to serve tea, coffee after Mass. 

Further information will be circulated in due course. 

 





 

This week in forest school we have experienced all weathers. Year 3 children worked co-peratively    
together to build new shelters and dens. Their team work, patience and perseverance was wonderful 
to see. Many children enjoyed making ladders which    enabled them to reach higher up into the 
trees! Year 1 children thoroughly engaged in the many therapeutic benefits of mud...they made mud 
pies, created art work using mud and enjoyed digging for worms! Finally, because of the drop in 
temperature, the children were able to experience science first hand by observing and investigating 
the ice.  

Please remember to dress appropriately for the weather by wearing hats, scarves and gloves.  





RELIGIOUS LIFE AT HOLY CROSS 

 

 

 

 

Based on the gospel for Sunday 3 February - Luke 4:21–30  

 

Jesus returns home to preach, at first his listeners welcome the “gracious words that came 
from his lips” – words of hope and love for the poor. But when the audience  remembers Jesus 
is a local man, their mood changes. How can he be the one to fulfil the prophecies? 

 

They grow angrier still when he points out that the prophets were not only sent to assist the 
Jewish people, but cured gentiles like the Syrian leper. 

 

The crowd cannot tolerate Jesus’s message that God’s love is freely given to all, not restricted 
to certain privileged groups. Jesus senses their rejection, and declares,  

“No prophet is ever accepted in his own country.” They become murderous, but Jesus escapes. 

Are we exclusive in our attitude to God’s love? Do we judge some as ‘deserving’ or 
‘undeserving’? How can we keep our hearts open to truth from unexpected sources? 

Pope Francis urges us to cooperate with one another in the service of others. “It challenges us 
to reach out to others in mutual trust and understanding,” he said, at an event welcoming    
Muslim refugees. “It challenges us to cultivate an openness of heart that views others as an 
avenue, not a barrier.”  

Lord, 

May we reach out to each other across barriers in the service of the most vulnerable, and 

find in our differences a potential source of enrichment and growth. 

Amen.  

The Words of Pope Francis 

Let us not forget the victims of the Holocaust. Their unspeakable suffering continues to cry out to humanity:  

We are all brothers and sisters! #RemembranceDay 

“No prophet is ever accepted in his own country.” 

Prayers Please 

Please remember Mr Frank Dicker RIP in your prayers whose funeral service 
was held today. Frank is, as many of you know, the father of Mrs Tierney our 
Vice Chair of Governors. 

Eternal Rest grant unto him O Lord 

and let perpetual light shine upon him 

may he rest in peace 

Amen 



Miss S McGuiggan 

Headteacher 

Mr S Kelliher 

Deputy Headteacher 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Diary Dates 

Tuesday 5th February 

4C Library visit 

Year 6 SATs Boosters 3:15 - 4:15 

Board Games KS1 3:15 - 4:15 

Cosmic Yoga KS1 3:15 - 4:00 

Choir KS2 3:15 - 4:15 

Dodgeball KS1 3:15 - 4:15 

Football Team 3:15 - 4:30 

Wednesday 6th February  

5P Eucharistic Service 

Football  KS2 3:15 - 4:15 

Karate 3:15 - 4:15 

Year 2 Lion King 

Thursday 8th February 

Hockey KS2  3:15 - 4:15 

Choir KS2 3:15 - 4:15 

CAFOD Workshops Year 5 

 

 

Happy Birthday since the last newsletter to… Jake Doyle,          
Niamh O’Rourke, Lily Nisbet, Rafe Norris, Naavah Dixon, Poppy Hughes 

Monday 4th February  

5S Swimming 

4C Class Mass 

Year 6 SATs Boosters 3:15 - 4:15 

Funky Fingers 3:15 - 4:15 

Dance KS2 3:15 - 4:15 

Multisports 3:15 - 4:15 

Merit Certificates: 

Butterflies:  Stanislaw Marti, for a fantastic understanding of subtraction 

      Jeremy Cox, for amazing progress with his reading   

Ladybirds:     Marshall Pavelin, for making a creative clown car 

                     Alina Botchway-Adjei, for creating a colourful acrobat 

1D: Gabriele Varnaite, for her fantastic maths work 

1S: Mason Thompson, for really trying hard with his maths this week 

2C:   Ena Bulmuo, for settling into our school so well 

2HD: Damien Andersen-Hamm, for trying so hard to improve his writing 

3G: Lucy Philpot, for fantastic improvement in maths 

3N: Lucy Richardson, for her great improvement in writing 

4C: Julian Jozefczyk, for his awesome attitude towards homework 

4E: Seren-Bliss Feast, for a great effort in all her work 

5P:   Roman Dwarika, for being a kind friend to others 

5S:   Kajus Skauronas, for his beautiful Aboriginal art creation 

6CA:  Harrish Muraleedharan, for his perseverance with maths this week  

6N: Kelechi Eze, for excellent effort with her maths work. Well done! 

Learning Mentor:  Luize Mafueni, for always being kind, helpful and a little ray of sunshine 

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St Davids 

Menu Week 2 

Friday 9th February 

Netball KS2 3:15 - 4:15 

Girls’ Football Team  3:15 - 4:30 

Karate 3:15 - 4:15 

5S Library Visit 

 

 






