
8th March 2019 
 

Newsletter 

Dear Parents,  we have finished a very busy, but enjoyable week at school. It 
has been a week full of visits, visitors and special events to mark the beginning 
of lent.  

Ash Wednesday 

We marked the beginning of Lent with a special Ash Wednesday Mass. The 
singing was beautiful as always. Thank you to the children and staff for making 
it such a memorable occasion. 

Lenten Lunch 

Thank you to all involved for making the Lenten lunch afternoon so successful, 
we will aim to repeat this next year. Special thank you to our Mini Vinnies, who 
did a fantastic job clearing up.  

Mrs Lieu 

Our Year 6 children were mesmerised with a talk from Mrs Lieu regarding her 
journey from Vietnam as a child. She brought in a model of the boat that she 
travelled on and described many harrowing experiences that she and her fellow 
passengers experienced at that time. This helped our children to really            
understand the difficulties and tragedies experienced by others and understand the       
refugee situation in a more personal way. It was a real privilege to hear Mrs Lieu speak and 
we are very grateful to her for sharing her story. 

World Book Day 

This was a day enjoyed by all. Children and staff put in such an effort to share their       
favourite book character with spectacular results. We were able to have a role call of    
characters onto the stage. These ranged from Harry Potter, Mary Poppins and Where’s 
Wally, to name but a few. Thank you to all involved it was great! 



RB 100% 

RL 97% 

1D 94% 

1S 99% 

2C 96% 

2HD 97% 

3G 99% 

3N 99% 

4C 98% 

4E 99% 

5P 96% 

5S 100% 

6CA 99% 

6ND 98% 

Congratulations to Butterflies,  winners of the KS1 Attendance Award this 
week with  100%. The winners of the KS2 Attendance Award are 5S,         
achieving 100%  attendance! 

Attending school is so important and makes a huge difference to your child’s 
learning.   

It is essential you notify us of your child’s absence by 9am either 
by telephone or using the Parentmail report absence option. We 
need full details of why your child is unable to attend school. We 
are frequently having to contact parents, to find out why their 
child is absent from school.   

Parents of children below attendance targets will be invited in for a meeting 
with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

Rugby Ready! 

On Friday 1st March Our year 6 children went along to Harlow   

Rugby Club and represented our school in the Harlow Tag Games. 

What a great afternoon they had.  

Whilst waiting to play we watched the opposition and went through some 
team tactics, which paid off. 

We played fantastically and with great team work, amazing runs and 
great defending we scored some amazing tries. 

We dominated the opposition in 2 games, where several of our players 
managed to break through and run the length of a pitch for some  spec-
tacular tries. 

In all games we showed determination and perseverance and real good 
spirt. 

Overall we came 3rd in a group just missing out on points to qualifiers. 
Well done to all the children involved I am extremely proud of you all. 
Mrs Steel 

Science Workshop 

A group of our children went to     
Harlow Study Centre to learn about 
explosions. They experimented with 
combinations of liquids and solids and 
watched the reactions. They even 
learnt how to blow up balloons using 
vinegar and baking soda. 

Guess the Number of Chocolate Eggs 

As a special Easter fundraiser the karate school are running a guess the eggs in the jar      
competition. For £1, choose a box number, available form the school office, between 50 and 

Reading Books in Strange Places 

Where is the strangest place you enjoy reading a book? Please take a photo and bring it in to school. 



RELIGIOUS LIFE AT HOLY CROSS 

 

 

 

 Based on the gospel for Sunday 10 March, Luke 4:1-13  

 

Jesus knew what it was like to go hungry. He fasted in the desert for forty days.    

There he was tempted by the devil who offered him food, then power and glory, and then the 
chance to put God to the test. Jesus resisted.   

We all know a little about feeling hungry. How it can make us feel shaky and weak, lead us to 
make poor decisions or become emotional.    

For some of us, that hunger is temporary. Quickly sated by the next snack or meal.    

For many though, hunger is an ever-present concern. A dark shadow looms as they wonder 
when they will next be able to eat. 

In Bangladesh, Mahinur works hard to provide for her son and husband who have disabilities. 
They have no land to grow food. She used to fish but the river dried up.    

Mahinur does what she can to feed the family but it is not enough. “Some days I go without 
food. When I had no work, I was so hungry.”   

She clutches her stomach. “When we have no food in the house, sometimes my son goes to the 
neighbours and other people feed him. On days like that, my husband doesn’t eat. It’s very   
difficult for us.” 

As we fast this Lent, following Jesus’ example in the desert, we remember that everything 
that we have comes from God.    

As we feel hunger, let us take time to step back and consider how we can help others,         
especially those like Mahinur and her family who are hungry.  

  

 

Christ Jesus, you know what it is to feel hungry and alone. Open my eyes to my brothers 

and sisters who will not eat today, and fill me with compassion, so that I may reach out to 

them in love. Amen.    

The Words of Pope Francis 

"Lent is a time of renewal for the whole Church, for each community and every believer. 
Above all it is a "time of grace" (2 Cor 6:2). God does not ask of us anything that he  
himself has not first given."  

 

“During that time he ate nothing and at the end he was hungry.”  





 

 

Despite the cloudy weather, the children kept very busy in forest school this week. 

They built fantastic dens, which all classes enjoyed. Year 5 boys persevered in keeping their fire 
alight for the whole session and felt very proud of themselves. They worked cooperatively taking 
turns, helping and listening to each other. Some of the girls worked very hard to reorganise the 
mud kitchen ready for everyone to use.  

Many children enjoyed observing the frogspawn in anticipation of new life. Also, due to the wet 
ground, there were lots of interesting bugs were identified 

Apart from having great learning experiences, this week the children have demonstrated some key 
skills such as patience, determination, team work, good communication, resilience and sense of 
achievement.  













Miss S McGuiggan 

Headteacher 

Mr S Kelliher 

Deputy Headteacher 

Please download our News & Events 

App for dates for the year. Details 

are available on the schools website 

under News & Events at 

www.holycross-pri.essex.sch.uk    

Diary Dates 

Tuesday 12th March 

4E Library visit 

Year 6 SATs Boosters 3:15 - 4:15 

Choir KS2 3:15 - 4:15 

Football Team 3:15 - 4:30 

Board Games KS1 3:15 - 4:15 

Dodgeball KS1 3:15 - 4:15 

5P Parliament Trip 

Reception Pet Day 

2C Library Visit 

  

Wednesday 13th March 

Football  KS2 3:15 - 4:15 

Karate 3:15 - 4:15 

Multisports KS1 3:15 - 4:15 

3N Eucharistic Service 9:10 

5S Parliament Trip 

Year 4 Family Lunch 

 

  

Thursday 14th March 

Hockey KS2  3:15 - 4:15 

Choir KS2 3:15 - 4:15 

Year 6 Library Visit 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to… Rhianne Joy Hombre, Nikoleta Hristova, Ronnie 
White, Jake Field, Erin Page, Rhea Baker, Vaughn Mojzes, Janelle, 
Morrison, Sammy Stevenson, Gene White. 

Monday 11th March 

Dance KS2 3:15 - 4:15 

5P Swimming Lesson 

Year 3 Mass in church 2:00 

Funky Fingers KS1 3:15 - 4:15 

Cosmic Yoga KS1 3:15 - 4:00 

Y6 SATs Boosters 3:15 - 4:15 

 

 

Merit Certificates: 

Butterflies:  Erin Page, for writing a fantastic Lenten promise 

                     Rohan Clennell, for being such a kind friend 

Ladybirds:     Isabella Johnson, for fantastic yoga poses in P.E. 

      David Owolabi, for great listening on the carpet  

1D: Isaac Adisa, for his fantastic work with spellings 

1S: Joey Uzuegbuna, for outstanding attitude to learning 

2C:   Christopher Annobil, for writing an amazing Little Red Hen story 

2HD: Clay McQuillan-Clark for great efforts with his reading 

3G: Evan Lentz, for always having an outstanding attitude to learning , as well as outstanding 
presentation in all subjects  

3N: Zach Gauci, for using amazing vocabulary in his narrative and writing a fantastic ‘To be or not to 
be’ poem 

4C: Emilia Hyde, for amazing reading on World Book Day!  

4E: Martha Ejembi, for thoughtful work in R.E. 

5P:   Jack Bishop, for being extremely enthusiastic for the activities, during World Book Day 

5S:   Liam Canavan, for his descriptive writing and great attitude this week 

6CA:  Oseiwe, for trying hard in everything that he does and making great progress. Well done! 

6N: Takunda Zimba, for making an excellent effort developing reading comprehension answers. 

Learning Mentor:  All the children at Holy Cross helping Mrs Gallagher to make the spiritual garden 
beautiful  

House Points 

Congratulations to the   
winning house St David 

Menu Week 3 
Friday 15th March 

Netball KS2 3:15 - 4:15 

Girls’ Football Team  3:15 - 4:30 

Karate 3:15 - 4:15 

5P Class Assembly 

5S Library Visit 


